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Gingrich’s Tattered Revolution 

House Speaker Could Stay On, but His Influence Is Eroded 


j 


By Dan Balz 

Washington Pou Servin' 


WASHINGTON — In the ftillneas 
of his rise to power. Newt Gmgrich 
often boasted that he saw himself as “a 
transformational figure*' who was sys- 
tematically out to “shift die entire plan- 
et" through his energy. Iris ideas and his 
vision of a post-welfare-state America. 

And for a time it was as if die polit- 
ical solar system orbited around inm. 

But those days are gone; and the 
repast of the House ethics committee 
released Saturday ■ — along with Mr. 
Gingrich's statement acknowledging 
his guilt — - served to reinforce how far 

he has fallen insa short a time. In barely 
two years, the House speaker's galaxy 
has broken apEfftaadcn^ifbe salvages- . 
his speakership, which appears likely, 
be may never succeed in restoring ms 
political dominance in thecountxy. 

The contciteness of Mr. Gmgrich'* 
statement acknowledging that he 


4 ‘trough! down on the people's House 
a controversy that could weaken the 
- faith people have in their government" 
contrasts starkly with the hubris that 
surrounded his rise to power. And in 
the language of that statement there is 
an echo of other moments in Mr. Gin- 
grich's career, when, faced with con- 
troversy over his actions, he admitted 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

to his excesses and promised to re- 
form. But he rarely did. 

Those moments of self-doubt or 
confession proved fleeting, and in due 
time the otberMr. Gingrich always 
reappeared: bold, highly partisan -and 
sometimes reckless in has political be- 
havior. t 

The question before the speaker 
now is whether this latest, and most 
serious, acknowledgment of wrong- 
doing will bring forth a changed politi- 
cian, and if it does, what kind of ef- 


fectiveness he will have as a leader 
among the Republicans. 

David Rohde, a professor at 
Michigan State University who has 
written extensively on congressional 
leadership, said Sunday that, even if 
Mr. Gingrich retains his speakership 
when the 105th Congress convenes 
next month, his powers will be sig- 
nificantly diminished — not only by 
the ethics investigation, but also by the 
other mistakes Mr. Gingrich made 
since becoming speaker. 

Those mistakes include his miscal- 
culation in the budget battle with the 
president that led to two government 
shutdowns and the backlash against 
his personal pettiness when he com- 
plained about where he sat on Air 
Force One, the presidential airplane to 
and from the funeral of the slam prime 
-minister of Israel, Yitzhak Rabin. 

“He will not be able to be the kind 

See GINGRICH, Page 3 
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Beijing Villas: A Vision 


Of America 

Foreigners Shy From New Suburban Housing 


By Keith B. Richburg 

Washington Post Service 

BEIJING — Rose Garden Villas 
could be any modem American suburb, 
with gently curving streets, tw o-sto ry 
houses over two-car garages, perfectly 
manicured lawns and neatly placed 
street lamps. 

Developers unveiled this unlikely 
slice of suburbia on a blustery cold day 
in November with a traditional Chinese 
drummer troupe, gongs, and a loud and 
colorful dragon dance, all seeming re-, 
minders that while this might look Wee 
home, it still really is the People’s Re- 
public of China. ■ • . 

The problem is that few of the m- 
' tended residents — Beijing’s growing 
fWestem expatriate community seem 
to be buying. The villas, as they are 
called, like Rose Garden and the new 
Dragon Garden Villas, are all in the 
distant northern and northeastern sub- 
tabs, and commuting around the con- 
gested capital’s car-clogged rmg roaas 
at peak hours is a motorist s mgnt- 


agent and property development group. 
“The villas are. in the suburbs — you 
can't build villas downtown. But if you 
start a business in Beijing, you must live 
downtown because it s easier to do busi- 
ness. So foreigners prefer to live in 
apartments or in hotels." - 

Lately, though, Mr. Wong said, he 
has seen an improvement in the market 
for villas,' as foreigners increasingly 
come to the Chinese capital intending to 
stay for longer periods and bring their 
families with them. 

The ups and downs of the suburban- 
style villas reflect die confusion in 
Beijing’s overall property market, as a 
lack of planning and rampant overbuild- 
ing have caused a housing and office 
space problem that some here say could 
become a crisis over the next few 
months. 

The villas now becoming available 
were launched during the construction 
boom ofl 993-94, when developers pre- 
dicted a massive influx of foreigners 
taking advantage of the country's eco- 
nomic liberalization and its potential 
market of 1 2 billion consumers. Huge 


las,*' said Alex 
Ltd., a Hong Kong- 


real estate 
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"^Peoule don't like to invest in vil- office building projects were pJWd 
, -SS vsSex Wong of L&D Beijing and approved, and the Amenam-style 
*aia Aiex g suburban communities were designed 

based on the assumption that forei grips 
want to live in booses that look just like 
they do back home. 

By the end of 1994, die government 
declared a moratorium on new budding 
approvals, but it was already too late. 
Now teal estate industry representatives 
here predict that by the middle of next 
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See CHINA, Page 4 


To Our Readers 

Because of the Christmas hol- 
iday, this is a double issue of the 
IHT — no paper will be published 
Wednesday. Publication resumes 
with Thursday's issue. 


AGENDA 

Car Bomb Rocks 
Central Algiers 

A car bomb exploded near a cen- 
tral Algiers cafd on Monday, killing 
at least three people and wounding 
70. The blast occurred during lunch- 
time in the crowded neighborhood. 
The incident occurred a day after the 
prime minister said tire government 
had defeated terrorism. (Page 6) 

Rally for Milosevic 

Buses brought hundreds of riot 
police to Belgrade on Monday, die 
day before a rally to demonstrate 
support for President Slobodan Mi- 
losevic. Opponents said he was 
provoking civil war. (Page 5) 

Accord in Tajikistan 

The waning sides in (be bitter 
four-year civil war in Tajikistan 
signed two key accords Monday 
aimed at securing peace in the 
former Soviet republic. (Page 5) 
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Peru Expects a Long Siege 

140 Are Still Captive as Crisis Enters Second Week 


By Gabriel Escobar 

Washington Port Service 


Crii Booieodc/Agmer frocr-ftM* 

An unidentified man looking out the window of a bus transporting freed hostages to a hospital in Lima. 


LIMA — The Peruvian government 
and rebels holding more than 140 hos- 
tages entered a new stage Monday in the 
negotiations to end the six-day siege, 
with a government official privately pre- 
dicting a long process because, be said. 
President AJberto Fujimori would not 
moderate his hard-line stance despite 
humanitarian gestures by die rebels. 

A day after the mass release of 225 
hostages, analysts, former hostages and 
others monitoring the events predicted 
that the siege would settle to a standoff 
for at least the next few days as the 
rebels bold out for some concessions 
from the government. 

Because the nature and extent of the 
talks between the two sides is not 
known, much of what is being discussed 
is speculative. But that the government 
has yet to restore basic services to die 
residence, where the rebels have been 
holed up since the attack last Tuesday 
night, was seen as a strong indication 
that Mr. Fujimori is adamantly opposed 
to even the smallest concession until all 
hostages are released. 

“As of now, the two sides have gone 
back to their hard-line positions," said a 
government official. “This is a new 
stage. Now the real negotiations begin.” 

The gunmen, members of the Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary Movement, are 
probably waiting for some reward after 
treeing the hostages Sunday, an act they 
called a Christmas gesture. A conces- 


New Flurry 
Of Activity 
Fails to Yield 
Hebron Pact 


By Barton Gellman 

Washington Post Service 

JERUSALEM — A Clinton admin- 
istration envoy pressed Israelis and Pal- 
estinians to a new flurry of diplomatic 
activity, but the efforts produced neither 
the accord they sought nor an immediate 
meeting between Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu and Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader. 

For at least the third time since the 
beginning of autumn, the two sides ap- 
peared Monday to be on the brink of a 
long-delayed agreement for the with- 
drawal of Israel's army from most of 
Hebron. Few details still divided them 
on Hebron itself, the last of the large 
West Bank cities under military rule. 
American officials said the talks were 
stuck primarily on mutual mistrust and 
disputes over what would come after the 
Hebron withdrawal. 

The special U.S. coordinator for the 
Middle East, Dennis Ross, drew Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu directly into 
the talks for the first time. 

[Israeli radio said late Monday that 
Mr. Netanyahu will meet Mr. Arafat on 
Tuesday to finalize an agreement, 
Agence France-Presse reported.] 

Mr. Ross arranged for each of the 
leaders to meet with a joint delegation of 
Israeli and Palestinian negotiators for a 
status report on the talks, meaning that 
Mr. Netanyahu's emissary, Yitzhak 
Molcho, was among Mr. Arafat's 


sion from Mr. Fujimori is not foreseen, 
in part because die government is in- 
terpreting the mass release as vindic- 
ation of its unyielding stance, although 
some still hope that the approaching 
holiday may inspire generosity. 

“The position of the government is 
very clear," said the official, ‘ ‘and up 10 
now it has paid off." 

Asked if there was a likelihood that 
Mr. Fujimori would offer some “ges- 
ture” — such as improving the con- 

The leader of captors is a former 
labor leader turned rebel. Page 6. 

ditions of Tupac Amaru members in jail, 
as the gunmen have demanded — the 
official said: “I see that as very difficult. 
Very difficult." 

Near the residence Monday, signs 
that the crisis had shifted were evident, 
even just in terms of logistics. The In- 
ternational Committee of the Red Cross 
reduced the number of meals from 400 
to 200. and the humanitarian effort itself 


appeared to have been adjusted to the 
realization that the captivity will go on 
for some time. One indication was an 
adjustment in the menu — on Monday, 
40 of the meals were described as “di- 
etary," obviously tailored to hostages 
with special needs. 

Six days into the crisis, the hostage 
population has been reduced from a high 
of more than 700 to fewer than 200. and 
former captives interviewed Monday 
said one immediate effect was that the 
physical conditions would improve. 

‘ ‘They can sleep comfortably. That is 
a big difference." said Elmer Escobar, 
representative of the Washington-based 
Pan-American Health Organization. 

Until he was released Sunday, Mr. 
Escobar was a principal coordinator of 
health care inside the residence. He said 
hostages were well physically and, to a 
large degree, had even adjusted to the 
difficult regimen — “People are learn- 
ing to live." is how he put it Asked if 
the release of so many would have a 

See PERU, Page 6 


Yeltsin, Back at Work, 
Gets Off to a Slow Start 


By David Hoffman 

Washington Post Service 


MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin formally returned to the Krem- 
lin on Monday after months of hos- 
pitalization and a heart operation, but he 
offered few clues to plans for a second 
term that so far has been marked by drift 
and infighting. 

“I’m ready for battle." the Russian 
president declared, alighting from his 
limousine inside the Kremlin walls, 
where he was met with a ceremonial 
salute from a military commandant who 
assured him that all was well inside the 
historic Russian fortress. 

Outside the Kremlin, however, Russia 
is a mess. The government has been in a 
long, slow slide for months, unable to 
meet its basic financial obligations to 
soldiers, people on pensions and workers. 
Mr. Yeltsin has promised to tackle these 
problems as his top priority next year. 


Wearing a coat, scarf and 


hat 


against the cold. Mr. Yeltsin looked as if 
he had lost weight since the Nov. 5 
quintuple heart bypass operation. Doc- 
tors have said it could take another month 
for Mr. Yeltsin to return to full strength. 

Nonetheless. Kremlin aides were at 
pains to play up the ceremonial and 
symbolic aspects of Mr. Yeltsin’s re- 
turn. which he announced in a stilted 
videotaped statement Friday from a 
hunting lodge outside Moscow. 

There have been hints bv Kremlin 
officials that sweeping decisions would 
soon be announced by Mr. Yeltsin, but 
little of substance has been disclosed. 

Mr. Yeltsin's chief of staff. Anatoli 
Chubais, said over the weekend that Mr. 
Yeltsin's absence from the seat of 
power was one of the most difficult 
periods in recent Russian history, in- 
cluding what he described as a grave 
budget crisis in September and October. 
Largely due to Mr. Yeltsin’s re-election 

See YELTSIN, Page 6 



See ISRAEL, Page 6 


A trimmer President Yeltsin returning to work Monday at the Kremlin. 


Singapore Keeps an Eye on Malaysia 

City-State Sees Neighbor as Competitor for High-Tech Business 


By Seth Mydans 

New fort Times Service 


SINGAPORE — Senior Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew has a new message for 
his countrymen; Watch out for Malay- 
sia. 

As Singapore races to keep ahead of 
its bigger and more richly endowed 
neighbors and maintain its place as the 
region's trading and service center, the 
nation’s founding father is looking over 
his shoulder. 


“Policies that we adopted which 
have made for our success are now 
followed by our neighbors," he said in a 
recent speech. First among those neigh- 
bors is Malaysia, he said, which is of- 
fering increasing competition "with its 
new container pons, new airport, new 
highways and high-speed railway and 
new high-tech multimedia corridor." 

Malaysia seems to have been on Mr. 
Lee’s mind since June, when he sug- 
gested that Singapore and Malaysia, 
two former British colonies that split 


bitterly 31 years ago. mighr one day 
reunite. 

The unexpected suggestion touched 
off a flurry of speculation and finger- 
pointing. and Singapore- Malaysia re- 
lations have been on edge ever since. 

Reunification would be difficult. 
Malaysia is a predominantly Malay na- 
tion of 1 8 million people, linked by a half- 
mile causeway to Singapore, a tiny, 
mostly Chinese island city-state of 3 mil- 

See SINGAPORE, Page 4 
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Elderly Immigrants Cram for a Test They Can’t Afford to Fail 


By Sara Rimer 

Nat York limes Service 


fit# 



BOSTON — -At age 82, blind is one eye, 
asthmatic and. determined.. Rosa Milyvaskaya. 
from Belarus, hobbled on her cane fntn the room 
for a meeting with . her citizenship teacher. 

“I must study,'' said Mrs. Milyvaskaya. speak- 
ing through a translator; ‘T want to be an American 
citizen-*' 

Her teacher, , Inna Brusilovskaya, a 72-year-old 
Uk rainian immig rant who recently became a citizen, 
held the frail hand of her student. 

"We will prepare,** she- told a visitor. “She 

znustdo it-” 


At an age when they thought they had long since 
put school behind them, Mrs. Milyvaskaya and 
dozens of other aging Russian Jewish and Asian 
immigrants with little or no English in her low- 
income community here are staying up nights 
worrying and cramming for the most important test 
erf their lives — the one to become American 
citizens. 

For them and for tens of thousands of other legal 
immigrants across the country, the pressure is 
enonnous. 

Because of changes in the federal welfare law, if 
they fail the citizenship test (hey will no longer 
automatically be entitled to the government money 
that most of them need to live. 


With some exceptions, the law bans legal im- 
migrants of any age from receiving food stamps 
and federal Supplemental Security Income, which 
is cash support for poor and disabled elderly 
people. 

The Congressional Budget Office has estimated 
that nationwide as many as 500,000 legal im- 
migrants could lose their supplemental benefits. 

In Boston, the news of the changes has passed 
from senior center to senior center. The gov- 
ernment-subsidized, nonsectarian Jewish Commu- 
nity Housing for the Elderly in the Brighton neigh- 
borhood — where Mrs. Milyvaskaya is one of 900 
tenants in three brick apartment buildings — has 
mobilized to try to ensure that no one fails. 


Dr. Brusilovskaya and a handful of other tenants 
who are citizens — Naakh Vysoky. a former doctor 
from Ukraine, and his wife. Klara, a former teacher 
of German, and Wendy Wang, who was an ac- 
countant in China — formed a volunteer leaching 
corps in September. 

Seven days a week, their students grapple with 
English and with the basics of American history 
and civics — the Bill of Rights, the duties of 
Congress and the Supreme Court, names of the 1 3 
original states — which they must master to be- 
come citizens. 

The examination includes 20 multiple-choice 
See CITIZENS, Page 6 
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L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO 


R OME — Like Pravda. the Kremlin 
mouthpiece of old, the Vatican's se- 
miofficial newspaper L'Osservatore 
Romano is best read for the news it does 
not print, buries in a mountain of text, tucks onto 
a back page or otherwise tries to avoid. 

When a Vatican spokesman suggested to re- 
poners last fall that Pope John Paul II would 
undergo another operation, L’Osservatore 
simply ignored his comments. When Cuba’s 
leader. Fidel Castro, arrived in Rome to meet the 
Pope with a motorcade carrying machine guns 
through Sl Peter's Square. L'Osservatore kept 
its coverage to a discreet photo of the two men 
sealed at a desk, accompanied by the exact text of 
their statements. 

Now that Pravda has lost its role of spokesman 
for the authorities, L’Osservatore Romano could 
probably be better compared with the Congres- 
sional Record — a source of official documents 
but with a specific purpose. Its pages are filled 
with articles on culture, religion and Italian and 
world affairs, and they are kept clean of any 
dissent 

Even controversial pronouncements by the 
Roman Catholic Church are missing. When the 
Vatican recently warned a Sri Lankan theologian 
that his theories had set him on a course toward 
excommunication, nothing about it appeared in 
L'Osservatore. 

As defined by its editors. L'Osservatore is the 
Vatican's window on the world, a way to dis- 
seminate not only the Pope's official statements 
and documents, but also unofficial church views. 
The staff includes 25 journalists, editors and 


By Celestine Bohlen 

New York Times Service 


reporters, as well as numerous contributors on 
cultural issues. 

L Osservaiore Romano has certain rules. Its 
front page must cany the Pope’s daily schedule. 
His speeches are given automatic banner head- 
lines. and the date in the top right comer is 
always the day after publication. 

“It is strange.’’ conceded a top editor, who 
insisted on anonymity in discussing the paper's 
date as well as other quirks, “but it is tradition. It 
has always been like that: it was bom like 
that." 

Founded in 1861 as the semiofficial news- 
paper of what was then a shrinking papal state, 
the paper has served 10 Popes, and has had 10 
editors. The current one. Mario Agnes, was 
appointed in 1984; several deputy editors and 
commentators were there long before Pope John 
Paul II was elected in 2978. Change, when it 
comes to L’Osservatore Romano, comes very 
slowly. 

In addition to the Italian daily, it is published in 
five languages, all of which go by die Italian name, 
which means The Roman Observer. 

Because it is the Vatican’s paper of record and 
Larin is still the official language of the Holy See, 
certain texts are published in Latin. When the 
Pope speaks or writes in different languages, the 
paper prints the original and an Italian trans- 
lation. 

Even now, editors at L’Osservatore still joke 
— anonymously — about the paper’s resemb- 
lance to the old Pravda. “We used to say there 
were two great papers. Pravda and L Osser- 
vatore,' * one editor said, chuckling. “Now there 
is just one.” 
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and the English-language weekly editions. 

There was a time when the daily paper, which 
now has an average of eight pages, had greater 
weight Its circulation peaked at 150,000 in late 
1939 and early 1940, when it was the only Italian- 
language paper to print military bulletins from all 
sides in the opening phases of World War I L 
Even now, the paper prides itself on its at- 


“but it is also a wonderful cute for insomnia.” 

For all these reasons, L’Osservatore carries 
few advertisements, most of them paid obituaries, 
usually of priests; announcements of church- 
related gatherings, and an occasional full-page 
advertisement from a major Italian company. 


tention to foreign news, particularly reports from 
the developing world that are ignored by (he 
mainstream Italian press. In recent weeks, L'Os- 
servatore devoted the top of its front page to the 
refugee crisis in eastern Zaire. 

A former L’Osservatore reporter, now a cor- 
respondent for Italian state television, remem- 
bers a time when the Pope himself followed the 
paper’s coverage closely. * ’Pope Paul VI used to 
read the paper cover to cover,' ’ Luigi Saitta said, 
rec allin g one hot summer afternoon at the height 
of vacation season when the Pope called to 
complain about a rash of typographical erro rs . 

But Pope John Paul IL a native of Poland who 
came to the papacy with news media ambitions 
beyond newspapers, is said to show less interest 
in the paper, and it is probably not coincidental 
that a Polish-language monthly was started 
shortly after he took office. The collapse of 
co mmunis m and the weakening of Italy’s Chris- 
tian Democratic Party have undercut the in- 
fluence of the paper on Italian politics. 

“It’s a very valuable documentary service,' ’ 
said Father Thomas Reese, an American Jesuit 
scholar and author of a recent book on the Vatican, 


A NONYMITY is a convention at L’Os- 
servatore. Mr. Agnes refuses inter- 
views altogether, and other editors talk 
only if their names are not used. The 
secrecy even extends to the readership; circu- 
lation figures are not discussed openly. “I my- 
self don't even know,” one editor said, looking 
stricken that he was being asked the question. 

In fact, the Italian-language daily, supported 
by ever-increasing subsidies from die Holy See, 
has a tiny circulation, far less than Italy's other 
major Catholic daily. Awenire. The official cir- 
culation figure for the Italian daily is 20,000, but 
it has not bom confirmed by an outside audit. At 
the paper itself, some say readership has slipped 
below 1 0.000, behind both the Spamsh-language 


N EVERTHELESS, sparse ad linage and 
declining readership don’t particularly 
worry a paper that has never had to pay 
its own way. Journalists and diplomats 
accredited to die Vatican scan L’Osservatore for 


the occasional hint of shifts in policy, for tidbits 
of news. On moral and ethical issues they read 
Father Gino Concetti, a regular contributor since 
the 1960s, who writes against any deviation from 
the church’s moral and ethical teachings, in- 
cluding a recent rebuke against the use of the 
death penalty. 

For those who cannot spot the authoritative 
pieces on their own, the paper has a coding 
device. Three asterisks at foe bottom mean the 
article is from rite office of the Vatican’s sec- 
retary of state, probably with papal approval. 

The staff at L’Osservatore needs no prompting 
on the list of do’s and don’ts that go with foe 
job. 

“Those who weak in foe paper are cohmally ho- 
mogeneous, but you’d expect me same thing of an 

Mamie jonrngfar wnAfng for the Tehran Times," grid 
Mr. Saina, foe former correspondent. ’Those who work 
at L’Osservatore Romano agree with foe ideas of foe 
Holy See, so it’s ootaproMem.’’ 


Deadline Passes in Zaire, and Still No Government 


CcrrfiLitH Oie Sisf From Dup&hrs 

KINSHASA Zaire — Zaire's 
splintered political leaders failed to 
meet a Monday deadline set by Pres- 
ident Mobutu Sese Seko to agree on a 
crisis government to guide the country 
in a war against rebels, state radio said, 
adding that Marshal Mobutu now had 
the responsibility for naming the gov- 
ernment. 

The deadline was initially set for mid- 
day on Saturday but was extended by 
Marshal Mobutu for 48 hours when no 
accord was reached. 

“Without agreement on the govern- 
ment. Marshal* Mobutu Sese Seko will 
today be obliged to take on all his re- 
sponsibilities." the radio announced. 
“No doubt we will hear more later 
today.” 

In normal circumstances Marsha] 
Mobutu is not constitutionally em- 
powered to nominate the prime minister 


and cabinet- But his spokesman, Ka- 
buya Lurauna. said over the weekend 
that the president could use emergency 
clauses of the constitution to enable him 
to do so. 

He said one possibility was for the 
president to call on emergency' wartime 
powers to appoint the government. 

Marshal Mobutu returned home Dec. 
17 after more than four months of can- 
cer treatment in Europe. He has vowed 
to sake on rebels led by ethnic Tutsi 
Zairians who have seized territory in 
eastern Zaire. 

The rebels’ leader said Monday chat 
government troops had launched a 
counteroffensive against the rebels. 

Laurent Kabila, head of the rebel 
Alliance of Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of the Congo (Zaire], who 
said he was ready to negotiate with 
Kinshasa, staled foe government troops 
had begun their counterattack on Sat- 


urday in the Bunia region, close to the 
Uganda border. 

"There are increased numbers of 
troops in Bunia and offensives from 
Bunia towards Beni,” Mr. Kabila said. 
“It is a counteroffensive. The attacks 
began the day before yesterday. We are 
continuing to resist.” 

Kinshasa authorities must “cease foe 
military adventure,” he added. “They 
must come to the negotiating table. We 
do not agree with violence. We are 
pacifists.” 

Mr. Kabila spoke in an interview at 
foe luxurious villa of Marshal Mobutu 
in Goma. 

“We are warning Mobutu and his 
army against the nonsensical use of vi- 
olence,” he said. “Our riposte will be 
disproportionate. We are here and we 
are ready for them. It will be a pleasure 
to welcome them.” 

Mr. Kabila further accused the 


French government of assisting Mar- 
shal Mobutu’s counterattack, saying. 


shal Mobutu’s counterattack, saying, 
“Of course. Mobutu receives milhary 
help from France.” (Reuters. AFP) 

■ Paris Seeks to Prosecute Envoy 

Foreign Minister Herve de Charette 
said Monday that France had asked 
Zaire to lift the diplomatic immunity of 
its ambassador to Paris after he was 
involved in a car crash that killed two 
French teenagers, Agence France- 
Presse reported, from Paris. 

It would be “unacceptable for justice 
not to be done,” Mr. de Charette told his 
Zairian counterpart, Jean-Marie Kikit- 
wa, in a letter handed over by the French 
Embassy in Kinshasa. 

“I ask that you intervene to ensure 
that Zaire agrees as soon as possible to 
France’s request to suspend foe dip- 
lomatic immunity,” Mr. de Charette 
added. 


Rwandans 
Arrest 500 
Hutu Refugees 


Reuters 

NGAJRA. Tanzania — The Rwa- 
ndan authorities have arrested at 
least 500 Hum refugees among foe 
340,000 who returned from Tan- 
zania this month, UN officials said 


Monday. The government accused 
them of genocide. 


them ox genocide. 

• Anne Wfllem Bijlevdd, an -of- 
ficial with the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, said the sus- 
pects were arrested in Murambi - 
cn mmnn e in northeastern Rwanda 
in connection with foe 1994 
murders of up to a million Tutsi and 
moderate Hutu. 


A Hum refugee lobby group, the 
ally fortheRetum of Refugees and 


Monda 

Fugitive Drug Enforcer Levels Charges at Salinas £ 


By Sara Dillon 

New York Times Senice 


MEXICO CITY — Guillermo 
Gonzalez Caideroni held secrets closely 
during his 10 years as a senior police 
commander in Mexico. 

Politicians asked him for favors and 
U.S. agents relied on him for intel- 
ligence and protection. Even foe drug 
lords he was assigned to pursue main- 
tained an intermittent dialogue with 
him. 

Now, after nearly four years of exile 
in Texas, Mr. Gonzalez, who fled his 
country shortly before being charged 
with corruption and the torture of pris- 
oners, is one of foe highest-ranking of- 
ficials ever to speak out publicly about 
topics like political espionage conduc- 
ted by Mexico’s governing party or foe 
corrosive effect of the bulion-doUar 


icon drug trafficker had told him of 
making large cash payments to Raul 
Salinas de dorian during the presidency 
of his brother. Carlos. 

Mr. Gonzalez said he relayed these 
allegations to President Salinas in 1992 
and to U.S. officials a year later. 

At the time, the Clinton adminis- 
tration was preoccupied with its cam- 
paign for the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, and Mr. Gonzalez’s 
reports were dismissed as rumors. 

Mr. Gonzalez also related what he 
described as his role in several pivotal 
recent events: 

• He wiretapped the phones of the 
main opposition presidential candidate 
at Raul Salinas’s request. 

• Mexico scheduled arrests of major 
traffickers for maximum advantage in 


Mr. Gonzalez held the title of national 
director of drug interdiction, and be re- 
ported to Mexico’s drug czar. The Salinas 
government broke with Mr. Gonzalez in 
1993. accusing him of accepting pay- 
ments from drug traffickers, and a year 
later sought his extradition from the 
United Stales on charges that he bad tor- 
tured drag suspects. 

Mr. Gonzalez said the government 
invented those accusations after be 
began reporting high-level Mexican 
corruption to U.S. officials. Last year, a 
U.S. judge refused to extradite Mr. 


Gonzalez after hearing testimony that 
Mexican officials had fabricated evi- 


gaining U.S. certification of its anti- 
drue efforts. 


profits pouring south from America's 
drag marketplaces. 


drag marketplaces. 

In two days of interviews in McAllen, 
Texas, Mr. Gonzalez said a major Mex- 


drug efforts. 

• A Mexican deputy attorney general 
ordered him to frame a prominent labor 
leader on false criminal charges to send 
a pro-business signal to Washington. 


Mexican officials had fabricated evi- 
dence against him. 

Independent verification of some of 
Mr. Gonzalez's allegations was not pos- 
sible. But Phillip Jordan, who retired 
this year as director of the Drag En- 
forcement Administration’s El Paso in- 
telligence center, said after hearing Mr. 
Gonzalez's assertions: “He has nothing 
to gain by saying this if it’s not true. And 
1 can tell you that much of what he says 


fits with foe intelligence we had.” 

Mr. Gonzalez detailed events span- 
ning a turbulent 10-year career in which 
he arrested some of Mexico's top traf- 
fickers and helped establish several of the 
compounds where the Mexican police 
monitor phone conversations. He was 
given written commendations by foe FBI 
and foe Drag Enforcement Agency. 

His most explosive assertion was that 
Lois Medrano, then the trafficker in 
control of the cartel smuggling cocaine 
through Mexico's Gulf Coast, told him 
of having; paid Raul Salinas in exchange 
for promises of political help in buying 
two Mexican seaports. 

The traffickers' attempt to acquire the 
ports eventually failed, Mr. Gonzalez 
said. But Mr. Salinas negotiated with 
them for months and pledged to use his 
influence on their behalf, he said. 

Mr. Salinas is imprisoned in Mexico 
on charges of financial wrongdoing and 
masterminding a rival’s murder; be has 
repeatedly denied that his fortune derived 
in any way from the narcotics trade. 


Rally for foe Return of Refugees and 
Democracy to Rwanda, denounced 
Monday what it called false alle- 
gations. It said foe returnees were 
being arrested on testimony by 
people who pretended to be neigh- 
bors of foe accused but wanted to 
keep stolen houses and property- . 

Paul Strombcrg, a spokesman for 
foe refugee agency in foe Rwandan , 
capital, Kigali, said: “Our under- 
standing is foal this is preventive 
detention as people gather around 
the tracks as foe returnees disem- 
bark and indicate who they accuse 
of participating in the genocide.” 

He added that foe authorities 
“don’t have a lot of options other 
than protective detention to avoid 
vigilante violence.” 

■ Burundi Rebels Offer Trace 


Hutu rebels fighting Burundi's 
mainly Tutsi army declared a Christ- 
mas ami New Year mice on Monday 
to begin at midnight and to continue 
for II days, Agence France-Presse 
reported from NairobL 
The unilateral truce was an- 
nounced in Narobi by the main Hutu 
rebel movement, the National Coun- 
cil for the Defense of Democracy . 
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Many Question Cost 
And Need for Measures 


By Matthew L. Wald 

New York Ttma Service 


WASHINGTON — The recom- 
mendations that the National Transpor- 
tation Safety Board made mote than a 
week ago to prevent explosions like tire 
one that destroyed TWA Flight 800 are 
facing broad opposition from commas 
rial amines and others in foe industry 
who say compliance would be not only 
expensive but also possibly ineffective; 

Within foe Federal Aviation Admin * 
istration, the agency to which foe re- 
commendations were m a de , there is 
skepticism that the measures would ac- 
complish their goal of eliminating the 
possibility of an explosive fuel-air mix- 
ture developing in center fuel tanks ofe 
jecs. ' 

The agency has just begun a lengthy 
review process, but the recommend- 
ations also have been circulated wifoiii 
foe industry. As usual, though, aviation 
engineers at airlines do not warn to be 
quoted by name in speaking against a 
proposed safety measure. 

“The history doesn’t support a need 
for this,” said one executive, who said 
that foe explosion of a Trans World 
Airlines Boeing ■ 747 shortly after 
takeoff from New York’s Kennedy In- 
ternational Airport in July was an iso* 
la ted incident whose cause had still not 
bom determined 

A leading theory is foal a system that 
dissipates static dectricity hade flaw that 
allowed a charge to collect and then 
produce a spark. But engineers at foe 
board say they have no physical evidence 
for this md may never have any . because 
such spades would leave little trace. One 
aviation executive called the static-elec- 
tricity theory “scientific speculation .’’ ' j 

By recommending action, foe safey 
board is trying to add a layer of safely by 
making it impossible for an explosive 
env i ronment to build up in foe fuel tank. 
But foe history of such explosions is so 
scant that some people are not convinced 
there is a problem. 

In addition to the TWA blast, en- 
gineers point to foe explosion of a Boe- 
ing 737 owned by Philippine Airlines 
while it was parked at foe airport in 
Manila. At least two ocher planes have 
been struck by lightning that caused 
fuel-tank explosions, buttbe response of 
regulators has been to improve banning 
protection, not to puke foe atmosphere 
Ip the fuel tanks expIosiou-resistanS . * 

- The beard;'- an advisory- body,- has 
proposed a variety of operational 
changes that could be made quickly. 
One would be to reduce foe amount of 
fuel vapors created on hot days by 
pumping cold fuel from underground 
storage tanks into foe center wing tanks 
of Boeing 747s, because cold fuel does 
not give off vapors. 

In the longer term, foe board sug- 
gested developing systems that wouldfi 
pump nitrogen gas into foe tanks, pos- 
sibly from storage on foe ground, to 
squeeze out foe oxygen required to sup- 
port a fire or explosion, a process known 
as “inerting.” It also called for in^ 
stalling t empera ture probes in foe tanks 
so pilots would know whether the fuel 
was warm enough to give off vapors. ■ 

John O’Keefe, chairman of the Aero- 
nautical Sciences Dep a rtment at 
Em Iny-Riddle Ae ron au t ical University 
in Daytona Beach, Honda, said that 
having to add fuel or nitrogen berweed 
flights would be difficult. 

T ‘In foe routine of tire operation, in 
most American carriers, where you 
have hubbing, foe time between flights 
is very important,” he said. 

‘ Then someone has to look at foe list 
of criteria and say, ‘Do these criteria 
apply to this airplane today at this air- 
port?' If you’ve got ttr do that with a 
fleet of four or five hundred airplanes 
daily, it can be a significant cost/’ * 

Chre expert on inerting, Eugene 
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Klueg, said the job could be accord 
plished by on-board equipment, as it is 


on some militar y planes, but that “any- 
time you’re talking about weight petitf 
ally, it becomes a problem,” and thy 
airlines resist. A ' 




Airline Group Warns Fare Hunters 


GENEVA (Reuters) — The International Air Transport 
Association, foe world airlines organization, warned hunters 


Since 1977 members al The (ntereatmtal Company Sendees tanked 
orgadsatkw fwve esiaWshed companies and trusts « ail major offshore 
jursdtems and can assist you in arranging an offshore company, trust bank 
account, credit card, nominees, trustees etc. We cart disc arrange 
aftenrativB ^tranship / passport and tax free permanent residency 
under established fully legal programmes n stable democratic countries. 

For immediate service or Further information please contact'. 


from agents approved by foe 253-member International Air 

Transport Association. 

Passengers buying tickets from other sources should es- 
tablish which airline was to carry them and the number of the 
ticket and check with the airline before parting with any 
money, die group said- 
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Bethlehem Suffers Drop in Tourism 

BETHLEHEM, West Bank (APJ — The number of tourists 
visiting Bethlehem has dropped by 1 1 percent during the year 
foe biblical West Bank town has been under Palestinian 


control, a tourism official said Monday. 

Palestinian officials blamed Israel for the decline, saying 
the general climate of uncertainty over the peace process and 
closures of the city by the Israeli Army scared off visitors. 
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tial sunshine in Los Ange- 
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TWA to Pare Operations in N. Y. 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Trans World Airlines, which lost $131 
million at Kennedy International Airport in New York last 
year, will shrink its international hub there, company officials 
said. 

The cutbacks will lead to hundreds of layoffs, starting in 
: February, mostly of ground workers and flight attendants, but 
| not pilots. 
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Recalls Battle 
By Another 
House Leader 

. ^Associated Pits* 

^VAfflWlJION - ft', A Tale of 
,wo . House leadens 



^ il anoteSSy _ 
£^3* censure that would make 


. — ™*5 uiucxcm ana tuey ate 
sunuar; in one way, the men are bonded 
m political irony. Mr. Gingrich filed the 
eaucs charges that led Mr. Wright to. 
resign. his House seat in 1989. ButAfc. 
weight says he feels no glee over. the. 
etrncs woes of his former Twnrm^ ^ 

“I don’t take any pleasure in the 
wans misery and discomfort,” Mr. 
Wnght said Monday by telephone from 
ms home m Fort Worth, Texas. ' ‘It's sad 
to me, in fact, if discredit is being' 
brought upon the House. That's an ii£_ 
ablution that I love very much.” 
i Mr. Gingrich used die Wright case to> 
raise money for his political organi- 
zation, GOPAC. The speaker arfrmfn»d ' 
Endty to violating Honse rules — by 
giving investigators inaccurate infor- 
mation about GOPAC. 

.. Both Mr. Wright, a Texas Democrat,, 
and Mr. Gingrich, a Georgia Republican, 
assumed the speakership with ambitious, 
plans. Both were forceful figures who, 
demanded loyalty from their troops. 

■_ But both made misji iri gmftnf* and 
missteps in their first terms, and ethics 
charges forced both to take a lower 
profile. Both presided at their party’s 
presidential nominating conventions 
under an ethics cloud. 

“In the Wright case, yoa had a minor;' 
portion of Democrats extremely loyal to 
him,” said W illiam ICunkle, a Chicago; 
-Jwyer who was an outside coanselni 
that investigation and an earlier inquiry 
of Mr. Gingrich. “Bat beyond foal, . 
Wdght was more respected and feared, 
than loved So he didn 't have the sup- 
port a Tip O’Neill would bave bajd. 

There's a personal level tod” fTbe late 
Mr. O'Neill was Mr. Wright’s Demo- 
cratic predecessor.) 


Jesse Jackson Ridicules Acceptance of Black English 


By Neil A. Lewis 

New York Tana Service • . 


WASHINGTON — The Reverend 
; Jesse Jackson said. Sunday dial-, the 
School board in Oakland , , Oi1rfamia 1 
Was both foolish and ingulfing |p black 
students throughout Jbe United States 
; when it declared that many of its black 
stadents speak a language distinct from 
traditional English. 

Speaking Sunday on the NBC News 
; program “Meet the Press,” Mr. Jack- 
son did not hesitate to wade into die 
• explosive racial and ftdnramnnal issue 


thrust into prominence this week by the 
Oakland school announcement. 

. “I understand the attempt to reach 
. out to these children, but this is an 
unacceptable surrender, borderlining 
on disgrace,” he said. “It’s teaching 
down to our children.'' 

. Mr. Jackson's comments were 
seconded by die other guests, former 
Education Secretary William Bennett, a 
frequent commentator on contempor- 
ary culture; Mario Cuomo, former gov- 
ernor of New York; and Senator Joseph 
Liebennan, Democrat of Connecticut. 

Last Wednesday, die Oakland 


school board declared that many of its 
28.000 black students, who make up a 
little more than half of the district's 
students, did not speak standard Eng- 
lish. Rather, they used a distinctive 
language spoken by American blacks 
called Ebonics, a name taken from the 
words “ebony” and "phonics.” The 
language is said to be characterized by 
nonstandard use of the verb "to be," 
the dropping of sounds at die ends of 
words, and other variances with stan- 
dard English. 

In making the decision, the board 
effectively equated students speaking 


Ebonics with other students whose first 
language is Chinese or Spanish. 

Mr. Jackson said the Oakland school 
board had become a laughingstock, and 
he urged its members to reverse their 
decision, which he said was a mis- 
guided attempt to win extra federal 
money. 

He said that black youths in Oakland 
and around the nation need to be chal- 
lenged to speak proper English. Without 
that challenge, he said, they will not “get 
in die University of California-’' 

"They cannot get a job at NBC or 
CBS or ABC unless they can master 


this language ^and I'll tell you they can 
master it." he added. 

The Oakland schools superintendent, 
Carolyn Getridge. has said the board's 
resolution was an effort to acknowledge 
feat “African-Americans have a dif- 
ferent language system.” 

But Mr. Jackson compared the move 
to lowering fee height of basketball 
rims. “We demand that fee goals be 10 
feet high and fee rims have the same 
circumference,” be said. “We’re not 
going to teach basketball down, and 
don’t teach English and science and 
literature down.” 



Tide Turns for Group 
Targeted by Scientology 


By Laurie Goodstein 

Washington Post Service 


Aim MetharbTbc AjMOMrd Prrtm 


i yir. G ingrich surveying tire damage after his wife drove into the garage door at their home ip Marietta, Georgia. 

and wanted the current investigation 
completed before then. 

• The Wright investigation encom- 
passed all issues pending against the 
speaker. With Mr. Gingrich, the ethics 
co mmi ttee has not decided bow to 
handle allegations that his use of GO- 
PAC violated campaign finance laws. 

The conclusion of the current inves- 
tigation “is not going to take fee com- 

c r. »» r •_ 


more differences than similarities. 
r*Mr. Wrigfrt fought the charges far45 
days be fore re signing his speakership, 
never admitting transgressions and 
h taming his downfall cm fee “mindless 
canmbafism” of enemies. Mr. Gingricii 
ajrimittcd Saturdayto rales violations but 
is bancamiDK for a reprimand, a lesser 
would allow him to keep 
mold 


so it is with Mr. Gm&icfc. He 
was fee leader of fee Republican 
takeover of the House in the 1994 elec-? 
dons, and remans the ideological mens-, 
or for fee patty rank-and-file, 
i ThejWQ qtt^.howpysfi,, 


rt» 



job. A more serious censure wool 
ljata him mpJigihfc under Honse rules. 

»Mr. Wright was charged with 69 
counts. He was accused of failing to 
feotmands of Hflljiug in alleged 
gift^and of skiitiqg rules cm speaking 
fees through balk book sales. 

I Afc, ^.npf involve 


r Oje+lJJ* .» !i"i- J --.‘ . .-..j. 


personal ffim. He admitted finBng to «*»Jc 

legal guidance that would have warned 
him not to proceed wife projects financed 
by tax-exempt n rganiratinns. He also 
acknowledged providing inaccurate, in- 
complete and unreliable information to 
fee ethics committee by contending his 
political co mmi ttee was independent of 
his tax-exempt activities. 

•There was a sharp difference in 
tuning between the cases that likely 
influenced Mr. Gingrich’s decision to 
admit gmh. Mr. Wright had just been re- 
elected to his second term as speaker 
when, he was charged. Mr. Gingrich, 
finishing his first term in fee top House 
post, most stand for re-election Jan. 7 


WASHINGTON — The young man 
whose lawsuit has pushed fee Cult 
Awareness Network into bankruptcy 
has done an about-face and is no longer 
moving toward putting the group out of 
bu si ness. 

He has abruptly dismissed his lawyer, 
a prominent member of the Church of 
Scientology, fee nemesis of the anti-cult 
group, and hired an attorney who has 
baeded fee church in die past 

The sudden shift by Jason Scott 24, 
has raised fee possibility feat fee Cult 
Awareness Network, known as CAN, 
will be able to emerge from bankruptcy 
and resume its work. The group is a 
once-influential clearinghouse feat for 
two decades counseled families and oth- 
ers to beware of new and unconven- 
tional religions. 

The gradual dismemberment of CAN 
in bankruptcy court has shaken some 
nonprofit organizations whose work in- 
volves taking controversial stands 
against powerfol interests feat they fear 
can afford to sue them into silence. 


dared bankruptcy aj 
$1 .8 milli on lawsuit 


mince off the hook,” said Ralph Lotion, 
a Washington attorney. “It will have to 
bite the bullet” and make a decision on 
fee re maining issues, he said, adding. 
“It would be kerosene for the com- 
mittee to say, ‘We're going to take this 
action and quiL"* 


Scott won a $1 .8 milli on lawsuit against 
fee group. His previous attorney, 
Kendrick Moxon. often represents fee 
Church of Scientology. By contrast, Mr. 
Scott’s new lawyer, Graham Berry, has 
assisted CAN members in fee past. Mr. 
Berry said be would seek a cash set- 
tlement that would allow CAN to keep its 
files and return to its original mission. 

The CAN name, logo and telephone 
number were sold in bankruptcy court 
last month to a member of the Church of 
Scientology, whose members are also 


trying to buy the extensive files that CAN 
kept on Scientology and other groups. 

CAN’S telephone hot line in Chicago, 
dormant for six months, is operating 
again. The people answering have been 
instructed to tell callers that CAN has 
been “taken over” by a “new cor- 
poration,” but “we would be happy to 
help you wife information about re- 
ligious groups you have an interest in,” 
said Steven Hayes, the Los Angeles 
attorney and Scientologist who bought 
fee rights to use CAN'S phone number. 

The key, if unwitting, figure in this 
saga is Mr. Scott, of Bellevue, Wash- 
ington. In 1991, Mr. Scott was kid- 
napped by a “deprogrammer” in an 
attempt to persuade him to renounce his 
loyalty to the United Pentecostal 
Church International. 

“Jason Scott has no interest in being 
part of Scientology’s campaign against 
the Cult Awareness Network.' ’ said Mr. 
Berry, Mr. Scott’s new attorney. “His 
only concern is to be compensated for 
what happened to him .” 

Mr. Sktott’s former attorney, Mr. 
Moxon. has filed emergency motions in 
two states alleging that Mr. Scott has 
been coerced by CAN supporters to 
switch attorneys and settle for far less 
money than he won in court 

The legal battle began when Mr. Scott 
successfully sued the deprogrammers 
and CAN in Seattle. CAN was sued 
because Mr. Scott’s mother had hired 
the deprogrammer, Rick Ross, after a 
referral by a CAN volunteer. 

A jury awarded Mr. Scott more than 
$5 million in October 1995; CAN owed 
Mr. Scott as much as $ 1 .8 million, while 
Mr. Ross owed as much as S3.4 mil- 
lion. 


\.Weoken Onde Formidable Speaker 


• Continued frqmPdge l . 

of figure and pity feeTond of rote Ite 
gloried: in in the early stages,” Me. 
Rohde said. “There’s a no man's 
land where be could hang on; but riot be 
very consequential. That would be a- 
very difficult role for him to manage 
jfrecausc of his personality.” • ’ .. - \v 

■. Despite sharp criticism Sunday of* 
Mr. Gingrich’s behavior by Democxafis* 

■ including his chief congressional ac- 
cuser, the House minority whip, David 
Bonior, Democrat of Mkingao, Mr. 
Gingrich appeared to strengthen hi* 
hold on fee speakership as Honse Re-, 
publicans publicly rallied behind Mm.--. 

. BmfeatwdlHdioreqgra|*edshowbf 
support masks the reality that faces Mr. 
Gingrich as he begins what he hopes 
Will be his second term as speaker,. 
House Republicans may continue to see 
Mr. Gingrich as fee person almost 
single-handedly responsible for their 
majority status and as the visionary ar- 
chitect of tbeir agenda, but elsewhere in 
fee party. Republicans appear less wfll-^ : - 
Iqg to pay b*m fee kmd of deference be 
received after fee 1994 elections. 


i- 

t Tjyo years ago, Mr. Gingrich and the 
JQtt&act With America” dominated 
tee-; political agenda of the country. 
Todty, a weakened speaker — who even 
Ijefc^e his moment of reckoning wife the 
ethics committee had transformed him- 

• seffteto the least popular major pofiti- 
““ “America — must contend with a 

Republican majorit y in fee 
; a laige crop of Republican gov- 
enfets facing re-election in 1998 and 
mogtinmoctaiit, a newly re-elected Pres- 
ident Bui Gfintoo, who despite ethical 
nrobtems that maybe far larger than Mr. 
Gjngrich’s, has re-emerged as the coun- 
tty’^pmteant political figure. 

• i nst“ ~ ~ -• • 


BOOKS 



Some Republicans said Sunday that 
Mr. Gingrich’s weakened status could 
be to fee country’s benefit, because he 
will be more willing to let the Senate 
majority leader, Trent Lott, take the lead 
for fee party on Capitol Hill, more likely 
to give committee chairs in the House 
greater autonomy and more ready to 
compromise wife Mr. Clinton than he 
was fee last two years. 

A Midwest Republican said Mr. Gin- 
i was not likely to become as power- 
. as he was two years ago, but added: 
“CanJbe get back to respectability? Yes. 
He can do thai by working wife Loti and 
Clinton to get dungs done.” 


Competition Gets Juicier in Land of Big Mac 

. ■ * — — ■“ — for fee Big Mac, after finding its burgers 

rated behind Wendy's and Burger King. 
Analysts sty sales have been flat or lower 
for most of the year at UB. stores. 

Other changes include making sure 


The Associated Press 

\ QAK BROOK, Illinois — Wife its 
own research, showing its hamburgers 
ttrea’t-as tasty as the comp eti tion, Mc- 

DonakTsis makingsome changes. 0 — 

■ The Wall Street Journal repotted burgers are not overcooked and putting 
Monday feat McDonald’s was ordering fee lettuce and tomato in fee Arch De- 
modificatioDS, including salting burgers 
re; they cocked and inqxovteg fee sauce 


luxes after they are 
crowaves, not before. 


hftalart in mi - 


Away From 
Politics 

t The ClA is reopen ing an 
%qairy into whether agents 
T&fled to report accusations 
feat a CIA-supported Hon- 
duran military intelligence 
unit in the mid-1980s en- 
gaged in. torture, officials 
said. The inquiry ™ 
dropped earlier ibis yearafter 
two CIA officers were fired, 
but resumed under pressure 
from fee Senate Select Com- 
mittee on Intelligence. (Wr) 

• As many ns nine people 

were kffled and several o&- 
eis were missing after a huge 
explosion of unknown ongm 
at an airplane ports plant m 
Houston. (RoiiersJ 

• G asolin e pn®p. prices 
ended 1996 about 13ccntsper 
gallon higher than last year, 
but down from the May 

of SL38 a gallon, said the 

• • „ . ■ — rwhnn OITVeV. 
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K average- price far — 
ades, including taxes, was 
out $1-29. compared wife 
1.16 for 1995. (A?) 



correction 

in the iHTs Dec. *6 
Sponsored 

Bahrain, 





A Supercabinet of 2: 
Clinton and Gore 

WASHINGTON — President BOl Clin- 
ton's final 'round of cabinet nominations 
imd eiatw isite rtiat had become clear during 
his first term: When it comes to domestic 
policy, there is a supexcabinet of two, fee 
president and Vice President AI Gore. 
. Whatever: initiatives and innovations 
emergqte fee second teim will be driven far 
more by feeni and fee White Honse staff 
than 'the agencies they oversee. 

Mr- Clinton opted largely for known 
quantities over new feces m fining out his 
cabinet fe&past six weeks, rewarding loy- 
alty and prizing both diversity an d con - 
rinmty- But &ere was no clear polity stamp 
imprinted-ba -fee public wife these latest 
selections. Mr. Clinton’ s promise to govern 
from (X tbe vital center’ leaves open fee 


M comparison wife four years ago, few 
of those newly named to the cabinet come 
to their jobs cleariy identified wlh a set of 
ideas or wife reputations as aggressive ad- 
vocates for- particular points of view. Wife 
fewexoptioBS, they earned their new posts 
ferough diligent service to fee afemnis- 
tration bvertfae past four years. WharMr. 
Qinfon gaatsin continuity, he may lose in 
jams rf challenges to existing assumptions 
inside fee administration. . ' ( WP ) 

Transportation Boss 
Has Special Pipeline 

WASHINGTON r— The rieiratimi of 
Rodoty Slater from foderal highway ad- 
mnnStr atar to tranqxntaticHi secretory 
gives fee department something, it did not 
have for the four years of Federico Pena’s 


administration — a pipeline directly to fee 
Oval Office. 

Mr. Slater became an ally of Bill Clin- 
ton’s back in the early days in Arkansas 
. when the White House was just a dream. 
For more than 15 years, Mr. Slater has been 
involved in Clinton campaigns and served 
-in official positions in Clinton adminis- 
trations in Arkansas and Washington. 

Few people can claim such ready access 
to the president, the kind of access enjoyed 
by secretaries Samuel Skinner in fee Bush 
administration and Drew Lewis in the Re- 
agan administration. 

Now fee question becomes, whether be 
can translate that access and loyalty into 
action during four years in which his de- 
partment will be in the thick of decisions 
affecting highways, airlines and railroads. 

There was almost a unanimous chorus 
from the transportation community and 
Congress that said the answer was “yes.” 
Representative Frank Wolf, Republican of 
Virginia/ clwimwn of fee House Appro- 
priations subcommittee on transportation, 
called the choice “a natural.” 

Industry groups uniformly praised Mr. 
Slater. The onlynegstive no® camefrom the 
consumer advocate Ralph Nader, who said 
Mr. Slater’s appointment was a “disser- 
vice” to Americans, who deserve someone 
wife a greater commitment to safety. He 
called Mr. Slater “basically a complete tool 
of fee trucking and auto industries.” (WP) 

Quote /Unquote 

Representative Nancy Johnson, Repub- 
lican of Connecticut and fee chairman of 
fee House ethics committee, saying she 
hoped fee panel could rule on Newt Gin- 
grich before a House vote on his re-election 
as speaker in two weeks: “I hope we can act 
promptly. It’s very hard whoa you have two 
weeks, both wife major holidays.” (AP) 


ALIAS GRACE 

By Margaret Atwood. 468 pages. $2495. 
Nan A. TalesdDoubleday. 

Reviewed by Christopher 
Lehmann-Haupt 

O F fee actual case on which Mar- 
garet Atwood’s powerful new nov- 
el, “Alias Grace,” is based, relatively 
few hard facts are known. 

On July 23, 1 843, Thomas Kinnear, a 
wealthy Ontario fanner, and his house- 
keeper, Nancy Montgomery, were 
murdered. Kinnear ’s stable hand, James 
McDermott, and 16-year-old maid, 
Grace Marks, were tried and convicted 
for fee act. McDermott was hanged but 
Marks's sentence was commuted to life 
because of her youth and sex, and she 
entered the Provincial Penitentiary in 
Kingston, Ontario, on Nov. 19, 1843. 

Yet fee case attracted extraordinary 
attention. As Atwood writes in her Af- 
terword: “The details were sensational: 
Grace Marks was uncommonly pretty 
and also extremely young; Kinnear’s 
housekeeper, Nancy Montgomery, had 
previously given both to an illegitimate 
child and was Thomas Kinnear’s mis- 
tress; at her autopsy she was found to be 
pregnant- Grace and ber fellow servant 
James McDermott had run away to the 
United States together and were assumed 

by the press to be lovers. The com- 
bination of sex, violence and fee de- 
plorable insubordination of the lower 
classes was most attractive to the jour- 
nalists of the day.” 

Atwood has both rich material and 
enticing mysteries out of which to build 
a novel part epistolary, part narrative 
and altogether compelling. By focusing 
on Grace’s story, she echoes the major 
obsessions of ber fiction: women's 
identity, the relations of the sexes, the 
nature of consciousness itself. 

In the broadest sense, Grace’s stray 
even recapitulates fee passage to self- 
discovery of the I-nairator in "Surfa- 
cing,” Atwood’s second novel of the 
nine she has published, and the one feat 
first earned her major attention. 

Atwood’s chief invention in her new 
novel is Dr. Simon Jordan, who has 
been engaged to interview Grace by 
people who believe her innocent and 
who are trying to get her pardoned. 
Grace has been unable to remember 
what she was doing when her employers 
were murdered. 

Because Simon is interested in un- 
conscious mental processes, Grace's 
supporters hope that he can stimulate her 
to recall what happened, or, as he puts it, 
“open her up like an oyster.” As he 
interviews her, she recounts fee auto- 
biography feat forms the novel’s main 
narrative: how as a 12-year-old she 
shipped from Northern Ireland wife her 
parents and six younger siblings, bow 
her mother died in midpassage, how she 
hired our as a maid fra a wealthy 
Toronto couple and how she had to leave 
because of her knowledge that their son 
had made her best friend pregnant and 
forced fee abortion feat killed her. 

In Atwood’s inventive handling, 
Grace is a sharp-eyed and highly in- 


telligent character with the narrative 
skills to bring drama to fee details of 
19th-century domestic life. Her subor- 
dinate roles as a child, a poor person, a 
servant and a prisoner have bred in her a 
bitter sense of irony, which she elo- 
quently expresses to Simon as she begins 
to feel more comfortable with him. 

Because they are both attractive and 
intelligent, you expect Simon and Grace 
to fall in love with each other. And they 
do. in a sense. But also you despair of 
their ability to communicate, particu- 
larly when Simon starts offering Grace 
an apple and other fruits and vegetables 
that are stared in cellars, in the hope of 
getting her to think about the subter- 
ranean place where one of the murder 
victims was found. Seeing what her 
interrogator is up to, Grace easily out- 
wits him, and Simon starts down the 


path of obtuseness that leads both to his 
own undoing and the story’s surprising 
climax. 

Another leitmotif is sounded by re- 
peated references to the storyteller 
Scheherazade. Grace remarks on the 
pleasure men take in listening to ber 
tales of suffering. 

The comparison to Scheherazade is 
apL And if Grace manages to keep sev- 
eral people in her life simultaneously at 
bay and attracted to her. the reader, too, 
is part of her fascinated audience. For 
her narrative powers are what draw one 
through the intricate maze of Atwood’s 
stoty and lead to fee bean of its complex 
vision of human motive and self-aware- 
ness. 


Christopher Lehmann-Haupt is on the 
staff of The New York Times. 


CHESS 


By Robert Byrne 


S WISS-SYSTEM tournaments were 
looked down upon as unfit fra se- 
rious chess in the old Soviet Union. 
Since tournaments of this type are too 
tug for each player to meet all the others, 
the luck of the pairings creates a nest of 
tournaments, some weaker and some 
stronger. But these days in Russia, there 
is no choice. All fee foremost com- 
petitors cannot be packed into a round- 
robin formal. la this year’s Russian 
Championship, there were 52 entrants, 
including 34 grandmasters. For a round 
robin, that would have required 51 
rounds in the same number of days. 

The to urnam ent was 1 1 rounds, and it 
was won by Alexandr Khalifinan. In 
Round 9 he beat Yevgeny Sveshnikov. 

The Catalan Opening, first played in 
1929 by Savielly Taitakover, is a hy- 
permodem blend of a Queen's Gambit 
with a king’s fianchetto, as can be seen 
after 5 Bg2. In recent years, it has given 
rise to a speculative pawn sacrifice, 
which Sveshnikov accepts wife 5~.de. 
White's point is feat the contortions that 
Black must go through to keep his ma- 
terial advantage should expose him to 
attack, 

SVESHNKOV/BLACK 



The attack with 9 b3 ! forced the open- 
ing of lines for tire white pieces. On 
9...cb, 10 Qb3!, Khalifman invited his 
opponent to seize a pawn with 10...Qd4, 
but then 11 ab! Qal (ll...Qb6 12 be! 
Qb3 1 3 cbQb7 14Bb7 would cost Black 
heavy material, as would I I...Q56 12 
be! Nc6 13 Qb6 ab 14 Ra8 Ba8 15 Bc6) 
12 be Nc6 13 Qb7 Ne5 14 Qa8 Kd7 15 
Qb7 Ke8 16 Qb8 Kd7 17 Bb2 Qa5 18 
Be5 is annihilating. Also, 1 1 ...Qe5 12 be 
Bc6 13 Bc6 Nc6 14 Qb7 QbS 15 Qc6 
Nd7 16 17 Bf4 Qc8 17 Qa4 Bc5 18 Rdl 
Ke7 19 Nc3 yields White an attack that 
easily outweighs the sacrificed pawn. 

Khalif man’s 1 1 Be3 created the 
threat of a breakthrough wife 12 d5! and 
1 l..Nd5 12 Nd7 Kd7 13 Nc3 would not 
solve Black's problems because 
13—Ne3?! 14 fe leaves Black facing fee 
threats of 15 Rf7 and 15 ab. So Svesh- 
nikov played to defend himself, return- 
ing the pawn with ll...c5, but after 12 
Nd7 Nd7 I3d5!?ba 14Qa4ed 15 Nc3! 
d4 16 Nd5. Khalifinan had the upper 
hand. 

On 16 Nd5, Sveshnikov could have 
played 16...Qd8.yet 17 Bf4Rc8 18 Qa7 
Bd5 19 Bd5 Be7 20 Bb7 0-0 21 Bc8 
Qc8 22 Rabl would win handily. 

Sveshnikov may have overlooked the 
crushing 21 Bb7!, which denied Black 
the slightest chance. After 21...Bf4 22 
Rf6 gf, however, he dragged on wife 23 
gf 1524 Qc6 Kd8 25 Qd5 Kc7 26 Bc6 
before giving up in the face of 26..JRhd8 
27 Bd7 Rd7 28 Qc5 Kd8 29 Qf8 Kc7 30 
Rcl. 


CATALAN OPENING 
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Singapore’s Opposition 
A Sure Loser in Election 


CtmpMb? Ow SafFn^Dupaxha 

SINGAPORE — The People’s Ac- 
tion Party, which has run Singapore 
since independence 30 years ago, swept 
back to power on Monday even before 
an election dare had been set 

Candidate nominations closed 
Monday with opposition parties chal- 
' 3b of the 83 Parliament 


lenging only 31 __ __ 

seats up for grabs, giving the long-ruling 
People's Action a guaranteed majority. 

Prune Minister Goh Chok Tong and 
former Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew 
were among the party’s top figures who 

Philippine Chief 
Has Operation 

Reuters 

MANILA — President Fidel Ramos 
underwent surgery Monday for what 
could have teen a life-threatening 
blockage in a major artery but was re- 
cuperating well and was eager to get 
back to work, officials said. 

Doctors said the 75-minute operation 
to remove a cholesterol block in the 
right carotid artery was uncomplicated. 

Raul Fores, director of the Makati 
Medical Center, where Mr. Ramos was 
admitted, said the 68-year-old president 
was in good shape and could be dis- 
charged Christinas Day or Thursday. 

“He is on clear liquids and is doing 
very well/* Dr. Fores said. 

The carotids are the two main arteries 
that cany blood to the brain and block- 
ages in them can lead to a stroke, of- 
ficials said. 

Dr. Fores said doctors noticed a 
buildup of cholesterol when they con- 
ducted tests on Mr. Ramos last week- 
end. when he was admitted to the hos- 
pital for treatment of a throat infection. 
He said Mr. Ramos consented to im- 
mediate surgery. 


were declared automatically re-elected 
when no challengers registered to run in 
their districts. 

“We are already in government,” 
Mr. Goh said. Later Monday, the gov- 
ernment set voting day as Jan. 2. 

Opposition leaders had admitted they 
were unlikely to put up more than 40 
candidates and a People's Action land- 
slide was never in doubt. The opposition 
parties held only four seati in the old 81- 
member Parliament and said they would 
adopt a by-election strategy in the gen- 
eral election, picking races in which 
they might have a chance. 

Opposition leaders also Gelded too 
few candidates to take power in 1991 
elections, saying they wanted to develop 
opposition talent without scaring away 
voters by threatening the People's Ac- 
tion Party’s control of economic policy. 

People’s Action has launched a rough 
campaign. Ministers toured constituen- 
cies over the weekend with a stark mes- 
sage: vote for the opposition and forget 
any prospect of taking part in any gov- 
ernment renovation and development 
projects. 

Mr. Goh was the bluntest, telling 
voters on Sunday that he would respect 
their choice if they elected someone 
from the opposition. 

But, he added: “Then you’ll be left 
behind, then in 20, 30 years' time, the 
whole of Singapore will be bustling 
away and your estate, through your own 
choice, will be left behind. They’ll be- 
come slums. That’s ray message.” 

Singapore has blossomed imder the 
PAP into a thriving, modem city where 
the gross domestic product per capita is 
higher than in Britain, the former co- 
lonial power. 

Political analysts say the most keenly 
watched aspect of the elections will be 
die percentage of the People's Action 
Party vote, to see whether running one- 
third new candidates will reverse a de- 
cline to 59.3 percent in 1991 from 75.6 
percent in 1980. f Reuters . AP ) 



SINGAPORE: Concern Over Malaysia 

poll that they opposed the idea. 


Continued from Page 1 - 

lion. Malaysia is an Islamic nation whose 
national language is Malay and whose 
economy has developed based . on a 
policy that favors Malays over minority 
groups, including a Chinese population 
of30percenL . 

Singapore is a secular state with . a 
Chinese majority. Its official languages 
of English, Mandarin, Tamil and Malay 
reflect its diversity. 

But these days Malaysia's economy 
is on a fast track, growing at 8 percent a 
year, and the country is becoming a 
challenger in some high-technology in- 
dustries and services in which Singa- 
pore is a regional leader. 

Mr. Lee is constantly reminding 
Singaporeans that their continued sac- 
cess is far from assured and that they 
must survive try their wits. 

But any reunification, he said in June, .- 
must be predicated oii Malaysia’s par-, 
suing Singapore -style economic 
policies and abandoning its pro-Maiay 
structure for a system of meritocracy 
like Singapore's. 

“""lrwill be diffic ult to achieve 'fora 
very long time, but I hope it will hap- 
pen.” he said. 

This worried many Singaporean$ t _In 
a country where Mr. Lee’s words are 
often fiat, 6 out of 10 people said in a 



Prime 

murmuring, “I do not think it is tune 
yet/ ’ and adding, “We do practice idct : 
iiocracy, but one based on race.” 

Singapore already has reason to be 
nervous as Malaysia embarks on a num- 
ber of development projects that could 
cut into its regional role. • 

Hustling almost as hard as Singapore, 
Malaysia has moved well beyond aq 
economy once based on rubber, tin and 
palm oil. It has developed its own auto 
industry, for example, and is the world's 
leading maker of air conditioners. • 

Now it is working to triple the ca- 
pacity of its major seaport. Port KlangL 
which has already begun to take &om$ 
traffic away from Singapore, one of the 
world's busiest ports. 

A new airport is scheduled to open id 
1998 near the capital. Kuala Lumpur, 
with the capacity to handle almost as 
many international flights as Singa- 
pore's efficient Changi airport, just $ 
few minutes’ flying time away. • 

- - Kuala Lumpur and the northern city 
of Penang are developing as high-tech- 
nology business centers, working to lure 
regional headquarters from Singapore 
and offering manufacturers a vastly trap 
ger domestic market 
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Singapore’s prime minister, Goh Chok Tong, being lifted Monday by 
supporters of his People’s Action Party as opposition parties failed to 
nominate enough candidates to challenge his parliamentary majority. 
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year, when construction is completed 
for most of those earlier office build- 
ings, Beijing will have a milli on square 
feet of commercial space available, far 
more than the city needs. 

“How can you find users?” Mr. 
Wong said. “It will take six or seven 
years to digest it. They overbuilt.” 

The overbuilding problem is so se- 
rious now that some new luxury budd- 
ings in prime locations, such as close to 
Tiananmen Square or the city’s finan- 
cial district, are starting to cm their rents 
by nearly half . 

Instead of also building residential 


South Korean Sentences Challenged 

SEOUL — South Korea’s “trial of the century” headed to the 
Supreme Court on Monday after prosecutors challenged sentences 
against former Presidents Chun Doo Hwan and Roh Tae Woo as too 
lenient. 

The appeals court last Monday commuted Mr. Chun's death sen- 
tence to life in jail and slashed Mr. Roll's prison terra to 17 years from 
22i* years. (Reuters) 

Cambodian Leader Cancels Trip 

TA SANH, Cambodia — First Prime Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh canceled a trip to Ta Sank a base for Khmer Rouge 
defectors, on Monday over fears that rebels loyal to Second Prime 


Minister Hun Sen would attack him, senior army officers said. 

“There is no safety or security here,” said lieutenant General 
Nhiek Bun Chhay, deputy chief of staff for the aimed forces. He said 
tha t according to the police and soldiers, there was a threat from the 
local commander of Khmer Rouge defectors. (Reuters) 

Further Disgrace for Beijing Ex-Mayor 

BEIJING — A top Beijing official said Monday that the city’s, 
former Communist ftnty boss, Chen Xitong, could be punished for 
dereliction of duty in a further disgrace for an official who was once 
among China’s most influential mens . . 

But Deputy Mayor Zhang Baifa *}aid at a reception that more than a. 
year of investigation into the man who presided over China’s. capitaT 
for most of the 1980s had oncoveaed no evidence of more serious 
wrongdoing. (Reuters) 


apartments, the developers focused on 
constructing the faraway villas on the 
mistaken assumption mat foreigners 
want to live only in big booses in the 
suburbs. By 1997, some 3,000 vfflas arp 
set to come on the market, real estate 
industry sources say. 

As copies go, the Beijing villas are 
eerily close approximations of the stan- 
dard American two-story home. The 
villa houses are all neat replicas of sub- 
urban living, with modern American 
standard sinks and toilets, wooden kit- 
chen cabinets and banisters, and ample 
closet and storage space. With name's 
like Beijing Riviera, Royal Garden and 
Fticheng Garden, they tout such features 
as security alarms, swimming pools, 
tennis courts and proximity to the aijy 
■ port. . , 

Fucheng Garden boasts that all its 
108 villas were designed by an Amer- 
ican company “in American style, lux- 
urious but comfortable.” The adver- 
tisement. in the English-language China 
Daily targeted at foreign readers, also 
says, “Ail the material of construction 
and decoration as well as equipment are 
American famous products.” 

Almost all the villas tout their 
“proven investment potential/’ . 

The villas seU for about $400,000 and 
up; rents range from S5.00Q to $8,000 
monthly. But buying is often not con- 
sidered such a bargain; under Chinese 
roles, only rhe house itself can be 
bought, with the landirnderoeath on e 
long-term lease. 
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Tasmanian Murderer’s Fortune to Be Distributed to Victims’ Survivors 


The Associated Press 

HOBART, Australia — A judge 
ordered on Monday that a fortune held 
by the man convicted in Australia’s 
worst modem massacre be seized and 


handed over to wounded survivors and 
relatives of the 35 dead. 


wounding 19 in a shooting spree on 
April 28. Soon after the massacre, the 

Martin Bryant, 29, is serving 35 tongs, state Parliament passed laws allowing it^ 
of life in prison after pleading guilty ia. r to confiscate assets owned by viofefrfP 
November to killing 35 people and c rim inals. 
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Adding Fluoride to Wider? Some Britons Don’t Find It Toothsome 


By Saiah Lyall 

^^Timex Service 

IjjjSSSE ^ 

her toothpaste sS hat Sbc hates it xn 

*** «go tteWta. Brook- 

SrJSLfa S? * P^- 1 ™ “Odd, 
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I saiVS^,*? to make a cup °f tea, and 

in^l my husbarK t *1 don’t wiurt that going 
tnto my water suunlv.’ •• »h» MJtZZJzS.? 
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and that they shonldr 
if we don’t want it.” 


Working on a shoestring budget, Mrs. Brook- 
Smith and her husband, Jeff, a fire, fighter, dis- 
tributed leaflets, gathered su pp orters and made 
dramatic anti-fluoride gestures, like gearing gi- 
ant allegorical sand drawings on the beach. 

In fee end, the water authority backed down, 
and the Brook-Smiths became cult heroes in a 
country where large segments of the population 
still harbor deep suspicions of fluoride. 

Even though there ' are anti-fluoride cam- 
paigners left ra the United States, most Amer- 
icans went through their phobic period more 
than .40 years ago, when local governments first 
began fluoridating the drinking water as a public 
health measure. 

It seemed a radical program at the time, and 
.stupe people spoke grimly of communist mind 
control and the mass drugging of an unwitting 
population. 

The furor, died down for the most part, and 
now about 155 mSbon Americans; 62 percent of 
the popolarioo, Kvc in places where die water is 
flu ori da t ed. Most also use fluoride toothpaste. 


which, combined with better diets, has greatly 
improved their dental health. 


Dental hygiene is a different stray in Britain, 
although things are looking up. In 1991 , only 17 
percent of adults surveyeaby the British Denial 
Association were missing all -of their teeth, 
compared wi th 28 percent in 1979. 

Soil, dentists and other health experts say a 
little fluoride in the water, at the tiny quantity of 
one part per million, might improve the situation 
even more. 

“Our most deprived sections of the com- 
munity, who are most at risk, are more in need of 
fluoride in the water, because they are the ones 
least likely to be using proper health methods.* * 
said Shefla Jones, a spokeswoman for the British 
Fluoridation Society, a private advocacy group. 
“They’re not brushing their teeth — or at least 
not as frequently as tire rest of us.” 

But Britain remains stubbornly resistant 
With only 5.5 million people, about 10 percent 
of the population, living in places with flu- 
oridated drinking water, the government has 


been hard pressed to extend fluoridation any 
further. Time after time, local health authorities 
have asked regional water companies to in- 
troduce fluoride to the water supply, and time 
after time the water companies have bowed to 
anti-fluoride campaigns. 

There is a strong anti-fluoride faction in Par- 
liament, led by Sir Ivan Lawrence, a Conservative 
who recently said that fluoride was “one of the 
most toxic poisons known to man” and declared 
that “a fraction of a teaspoonful will kill you.” 

Most health experts disagree. 

“If you take a sample of the general pop- 
ulation, they’re not stupid,” said Ms. Jones of 
the fluoridation society. “They know that the 
health authorities aren’t going to risk poisoning 
the whole population.” 

She scoffed at studies cited by the ami-flu- 
oridationists that link large doses of fluoride in 
laboratory animals to cancer, bone disorders, 
kidney failure, stomach and intestinal problems 
and even lower IQs. 

“We’re not talldng about feeding rats, or even 


humans, with huge quantities of fluoride,” she 
said. 

The anti-fluoridation forces got a welcome 
boost recently when Colgate-Palmolive paid out 
S1.600 to an 1 1 -year-old, Kevin Isaacs of Essex, 
who asserted that regular use of Colgate Minty 
Gel toothpaste had mottled his teeth and stained 
them brown — a common symptom of fluoride 
overdose. It turned out, though, that he had been 
eating toothpaste for years, despite his parents' 
admonition to spit, not swallow. 

“Toothpaste is not made to be swallowed," 
said Kate C in am on, a spokeswoman for the 
British Dental Association. She added, “One of 
the reasons the dental health of children has 
improved so much in the last two decades is 
because of the fluoride in the toothpaste.” 

Maybe so, said Mrs. Brook-Smith, but flu- 
oride should be a matter of choice, not com- 
pulsion. 

“It opens the floodgates,” she said. “If they 
pm fluoride in the water, what else would they 
putin?” 


Opponents Fear Gashes 
v At Pro-Miloseyic Rally 
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■- BELGRADE — Buses deposited 
.hundreds of riot police in Belgrade on 
Monday, the day before a rally planned 
.by aides of President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic. The opposition said he was pro- 
voking civil war. 

Fears were growing that supporters of 
Serbia’s president could dash in the 
capital with his opponents, tens of thou- 
sands of whom have been demonstrat- 
ing for more than a month to protest the 
annulment of municipal elections the 
opposition appears to have won. 

At least 10 busloads of riot police, 
carrying 600 policemen, entered Bel- 
grade on Monday. They were deployed 
on the outskirts of the capital where a- 
.“Qge force, inducting armored anti-riot 
vehicles, has been stationed since the 
opposition protests started. 

Opposition leaders appealed to them 
backers to remain calm. 

. The state-run Tanjng news agency 
announced the pro-MDosevic sally in 
downtown Belgrade, saying all those 
who are “fbrpeace, freedom, independ- 
ent Serbia and against terrorism and. 
foreign rule” should come to a central 
square at 3 PM. Tuesday. 

. Mr. Milosevic ’s foes have been bedd- 
ing their daily protests at the same tmie 
and place in the capitaL There havebeen 
confrontations betwem theide^p^ical 
.'rivals dyer. ?he past" Week in Strbufs 
.province^ but ba^yet 
into violence. 

“Milosevic is trying to provoke 
bloodshed on Belgrade streets, an op- 
position party spokesman, Slobodan 
Vuksanovic, said Monday, . 


- In a statement, the opposition co- 
alition called Zajedno, or Together, said 
Mr. Milosevic was trying to provoke 
elanhes by rint giriiimg policemen as ci- 
vilians, who would intervene against tbe 
pro-democracy demonstrators. 

“This is a dramatic w arnin g to die 
world that Milosevic has lost patience. 


strati ons against him at all costs, in- 
cluding civil war in Serbia,” said die 
Zajedno statement, fined to Tbe As- 
sociated Press. " 

The opposition s up porters will con- 
tinue with-thedr peaceful marches and 
“the responsibility for eventual vio- 
lence will be on Milosevic,” the state- 
ment added. 

'/ ; Tens of thousands ofpro-democracy 
demonstrators flooded Belgrade streets 
Monday, as they have every day for die 
past month. 

Over the past week, smalt pro-Mi- 
losevic rallies have been held in dozens 
of Serbian towns, but most of the par- 
ticipants have been elderly, die-hard 
Communists or factory workers bused 
to the meetings during working hours. 

Farmers, meanwhile, blocked a main 
road in northern Serbia on Monday and 
warned Mr. Milosevic that they would 
paralyze the country. . 

Independent Farmers. tJnion. said toe ’ 
pnjMe^tWZs to force toe government to 
pay, to the. farmers and was un- 
connected to toe opposition protests. 

Wider action by the f arm e r s could 
threaten Mr. Milosevic’s plans to bus 
gov ernm ent supp orteis to Belgrade far 
Tuesday’s rally. . (AP, Reuters) 



■Karadzic’s Long Shadow Over Bosnia 

■ Bosnian Serbs’ Government Boycott Viewed as Sign of His Influence 


• By Mike O’Connor . ^ 

. New York 7baes Service - 

SARAJEVO, BosnubHazegovina — 
■Revealing what foreign officials say is 
toe continued power (rf Radovan Kara^ 
^.arntmindtetedfor war crimes who is 
supposed to have been removed from 
any position of political i nfl ue nc e. Bos- 
nian Serb leaders refused Monday to 
^participate in toe new national govern- 
ment of Bosnia. 

- The decision frustrated even the op- 
timists among foreign diplomats, who 
nevertheless generally characterized it 
as perhaps only a temporary setback. 


“Nothing is ever final in this country,” 
a Western diplomat said. 

" Thar international efforts to perenaie B os- 
nian Serb leaders to honor their com- 
~mitments to join in a national govern- 
ment would fail as long as Mr. Karad zic 
■ and a small group of other extreme na- 
tionalists remamed in po wer. 

“They stf a joint government as toe 
end of their drea m of an mdepend ern 
-’Serbian stale and with it toe e nd of then- 
power to get rich and be safe from war 
crimes indictments,” a diplomat said. 

- “The trouble for us is, they are qgfaLSo 
..how do we make them give toatup? 

Michael Steiner, a German diplomat 

- overseeing civilian efforts to form the 
new government, said a few days of 
reflection might make Serbian leaders 

French Firm 
Cuts U.K. Beef 

Reuter* 

PARIS — A French food, com- 
pany on Monday withdrew a range 

j 1- tfaaf tot oh t COO- 


their But other senior 

^fircjgn officials involved in negoti- 
Tteon& wito toe Serbs w ere not nearly as 
hopefuL 

Negotiations foundered on the Bos- 
nian Scabs' insistence drat toe new gov- 
ernment’s Council of Ministers, effec- 
tively .the cabinet, meet half of toe time 
bn Serbian territory after having agreed 
. for it to meet there only every thud time, 
according to Mr. Steiner. . . 

V Foreign officials saidthe new demand 
’ was a pretext to scuttle toe government, 
and they were convinced that if it had 
been accepted, more difficult demands 
would have been raised. 

In the absence of a national gov- 
ernment, the country remains essentially 
divided, with a Serbian state controlling 
about half of toe territory and a Muslim- 
Croat federation the other half. 

Although the national government is 
to have few powers, it is considered an 
essential link between the two regional 
administ rations and, for purposes of re- 
lations with the outside world, the of- 
ficial face of Bosnia. 

More than that, with Serb, Muslim 

and Croat officials working together, it 
is to.be a way of slowly ratifying toe 
country, as envisioned in toe peace 
agreement signed a year ago. 

Even with the relnctance of Bosnian 
Serb politicians to join the government, 
there have been important advances in 
the M usHm -Croat federation. Seafloor 


Muslim officials give credit to Amer- 
ican diplomats fra helping both sides to 
overcome die mistrust that they say has 
prevented the formation of the feder- 
ation's Parliament and ministries since 
elections in September. 

Doubts remain, however, about how 
sincere toe reconciliation between 
Muslim and Croat politicians is. 

They have been divided by the emo- 
tions left from tbe war as well as by 
purely political issues between two polit- 
ical parties trying to set up a govern- 
ment. 

The federation government has its 
own set of ministers who are to oversee 
most of its functions. 

The prime minister of the federation. 
Edhem Bicakdc, a top official of toe 
Muslim political party, said in an in- 
terview, “Finally, I am convinced that 
federation will work and that Croat 
leaders have decided to join with us to 
make a the state we all agreed to.” 

But considering the tact that Croat 
authorities continue to allow expulsion of 
some Muslims from tbe areas they con- 
trol, toe statement may be premature. 

It may be, diplomats say , that the best 
the federation can do is to build what 
appears to be a joint government in the 
expectation that nationalist leaders will 
. leam to work together over time. That 
was to begin Monday, as 15 ministers 
from both ethnic groups started to create 
an adminis t ration 


Fire Kills 9 
In Germany 


HAMBURG — Nine German 
women were killed in a fixe that 
destroyed a dormitory in a psy- 
chiatric hospital in the small north- 
ern town of Rickling. the police 
said Monday. 

The women, aged 55 to 85, were 
patients at the hospital. The police 
said they did not yet know the cause 
of the fere but said arson could not 
be ruled out. 

The fire broke out late Sunday. 
Initial reports said only two people 
trad been killed, but the police later 
said seven other bodies had been 
discovered in tbe ruins of the build- 
ing where the patients lived. 

They said 23 people who lived in 
the wooden building were evac- 
uated Sunday night without injury. 
Authorities were at first unsure how 
many patients had been in the 
building when the fire started. 

RickJrng is about 40 kilometers 
north of Hamburg and a similar 
distance east of Luebeck. where 10 
people were WU«d in a fire in Janu- 
ary at a foreigners' hostel. 

Although it was initially feared 
that the Luebeck fire had been start- 
ed by neo-Nazis, prosecutors later 
said it had been started by a Le- 
banese man who lived in the house. 
He is being tried for aggravated 
arson and causing bodily harm. 


Socialists Extend Search 
For a Bulgarian Leader 


ON THE SKIDS — Fire fighters removing a truck that damaged a 
house Monday in the northern French town of Etran after the driver 
lost control of the vehicle mi an icy road. No one was injured. 


The Associated Press 

SOFIA — Debates on who should 
lead the party and tbe country spilled over 
into a third day Monday at a congress of 
Bulgaria's governing Socialist Ptety. 

Behind closed doors about 670 del- 
egates continued to wrangle over who 
would succeed Than Videnov, who had 
been party chief since 1991 and prime 
minister since January 1995. He 
resigned from both posts Saturday. 

Political infighting, foot-dragging 
economic reforms, widespread corrup- 
tion, and rampant crime have brought 
tilis Balkan country of 8.5 million its 
worst economic troubles since the end 
of Co mmunis t rule in 1989. 

The speaker of Parliament on 
Monday called an extraordinary session 
of toe National Assembly for Saturday 
to vote on tbe resignation of Mr. Viden- 
ov's cabinet and elect a new one. A new 
prime minister requires approval by the 
legislature, in which the Socialists hold 
125 of the 240 seats. 

Two leading candidates are Interior 
Minister Nikolai Dobrev and tbe U.S.- 
born Georgi Pirinski. who resigned as 
foreign minister last month after de- 
claring that the government lacked pop- 
ular support 

■ Forty Has Resisted Reforms 

Jane Perlez of The New York Times 
reported Monday from Sofia: 

The Bulgarian Socialist Party re- 
mains toe least Western-oriented and 
most pro-Russian party in Eastern and 
Central Europe. The party has balked at 
undertaking market reforms, and many 
of its leaders have been under fire from 
a parliamentary corruption commission 
for allowing politically connected 
banks to drain the country’s hard -cur- 
rency reserves. 

The government is currently spend- 
ing two- thirds of its budget on domestic 
and foreign interest payments, leaving 
Hole for essential services. Schools 
have reduced their class periods from 45 
to 35 minutes so that students spend less 
time huddled in the cold classrooms. 

A mild winter so far is tbe only thing 
that has kept deaihs relatively low among 
the elderly poor, doctors said. 

Under Mr. Videnov ’s two-year stew- 
ardship, Bulgaria's economy has gone 
into a free fall, with inflation likely to 
top 300 percent by the end of this year. 
The currency unit, toe lev, has fallen 
from 70 to toe U.S. dollar in January to 
a low of 550 earlier this month. 

The International Monetary Fund has 
frozen $582 million in loans because of 
the government's refusal to cany out 
reforms. It has insisted that in order for 
Bulgaria to quality for new loans, toe 
government must agree to toe intro- 
duction of a currency board. Such 
boards have been used to stabilize toe 
economies of Argentina and Estonia, 

The Socialist Party was dealt a severe 
blow last month when its candidate for 
president was easily defeated by Petar 
Stoyanov, toe candidate of toe oppo- 
sition Union of Democratic Forces. But 


Dutch Politician Convicted 

The Associated Press 

AMSTERDAM — A Dutch far-right 
politician was convicted Monday of in- 
citing racial hatred and fined 3,000 guild- 
ers ($1,700), a court spokesman said. 

Tbe politician, HansJanmaat is lead- 
er of toe nationalist Central Democratic 
party and a member of Parliament. 


NATO Commander to Retire Turkey Denies Deal With Iran Moldova Secessionist Wins 


BRUSSELS — The supreme commander ofNorto 
Atiantic Treaty Organization f races in Europe, Gen- 
eral George Joulwan, said Monday tost he would 
retire in toe spring- A replacement has not been 


rum DQUau 

made before British beef Tarpons 
were banned to pi^vent toe spread 
of “mad cow” disease. , 

A spokesman fig Panzam-TO- 
tinm, a subsidiary of the 
Danone, said toe meaklrad ^ 
soW under the brand name William 
Saurin, one of France's most pop- 


“There is no reason for paj* 
idring. These are harmless prod- 
ucts,” the spokesman told radio 

I? ? r ^Mldti»ineris akeady bought 


An American, General Joulwan, 57, headed 
NATO forces whfletofl affiance was charged with the 
delicate task of overseeing the peace accords in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. (AFP) 

French Businessman Freed 

PARIS —The framer head of the French oil giant 
Elf Aquitaine, Lrak Le Floch-Prigent, was released 
on ban Monday after-hearty six months in jail, people 
dose to toe case said. 

‘ A magistrate who is investigating the case, Eva 
Joly, ordered Mr. Le Floch-Prigent freed. Mr. Le 
Floch-Prigcnt was chairman of France’s 'state-run 
railway SNCF at toe time of his indictment on fraud 


imprisoned on July 5. 


ANKARA — The Turkish Foreign Ministry on 
Monday ruled out toe possibility of defense industry 
cooperation with Iran, overturning earlier remarks tty 
Prime Minister Neemettin Erbakan. 

A mini stry spokesman, Oroer Akbel, said, “Co- 
operation with Iran in the defense industry is not on 
the agenda and there are no joint projects in that field, 
either." 

He said tire issue had not been discussed with 
Tram an ntfreials. (AFP) 

Corsicans Blamedfor Blast 

PARIS — A powerful bomb exploded early 
Monday at tire Paris headquartere of a government 
statistics agency, an agency official said. 

' A spokeswoman said no one was hurt in toe 
explosion at tire office of the national agency, known 
as IN SEE- Radio France Info cited unnamed police 
officials as saying the authorities suspected the “his- 
toric wing" of the National Front fra toe Liberation 
of Corsica. (AP) 


TIRASPOL, Moldova — The incumbent leader of 
the breakaway Dniester region of Moldova easily 
won re-election as president and said Monday that he 
would continue his push for independence. 

President Igor Smirnov won 72 patent of the vote 
Sunday, the election commission in Dniester said. 
The election was seen as an attempt to cement tbe 
independence of Dniester from Moldova. (AP) 

Havel to Remain in Hospital 

PRAGUE — President Vaclav Havel of toe Czech 
Republic has been moved out of intensive care three 
weeks after undergoing surgery to remove a ma- 
lignant tumor from his lung, but will remain hos- 
pitalized over Christmas, doctors said Monday. 

Mr. Havel's doctor, Pavel Pafko, said that there 
had been no further complications and the health of 
toe 60-year-old Mr. Havel was improving, but that 
doctors felt his recuperation would be handled better 
is the hospital. It was not clear Mr. Havel could 
return home. (Reuters) 


the president in Bulgaria has little more 
than ceremonial power. 

Mr. Videnov was able to enhance his 
strength this weekend not only because 
he stacked toe congress with supporters 
but because toe reform wing of toe party 
has been weakened. 

The main figure among toe Socialist 
reformists, Andrei Lukanov, was shot to 
death outside his house in early October. 
His colleagues said toe killing was 
linked to his plans to publicize cor- 
ruption at the party's top levels. 

5 Chechen Boys 
KUledbyMine 

The Associated Press 

GROZNY, Russia — A land 
mine exploded Sunday in a 
Chechen village, killing five boys 
between the ages of 10 and 12. 

Movladi Udugov, Chechnya's 
deputy prime minister and informa- 
tion minister, told the Interfax news 
agency that the explosion in Berkai- 
Yurt, a village six kilometers (four 
miles) southwest of toe capital, 
Grozny, appeared to be deliberate. 

“The mine was remote-con- 
trolled," Mr. Udugov said. “It was 
a premeditated explosion. It may be 
related to a series of terroristic acts . 
carried out in Chechnya re- 
cently.'’ 

The Russian Interior Ministry 
denied toe charges, Interfax report- 
ed. 


Tajikistan 
Signs Truce 
With Rebels 


Camptlrrd by Our Sittf Fran Dupaxtia 

MOSCOW — The waning sides in 
toe bitter four-year civil war in 
Tajikistan signed two key accords 
Monday aimed at securing peace in toe 
former Soviet republic, toe Interfax 
news agency reported. 

The accords, signed by President 
Imoli Rakhmonov, toe Islamic oppo- 
sition leader Sayid Abduiio Nuri and a 
United Nations envoy, map out toe 
powers and functions of a new national 
reconciliation commission, toe news 
agency said. 

Prime Minis ter Viktor Chernomyrdin 
of Russia, who was present at the sign- 
ing ceremony in Moscow, said he was 
confident both sides would strive to 
cement peace. Interfax quoted him as 
saying that toe documents “reflect the 
aspirations of toe whole Tajik people 
wno are tired of war and feuds.” 

Russia has 25,000 troops in Tajikistan 
— its largest foreign deployment — and 
Moscow has been pressuring the gov- 
ernment to make peace fra years. The 
presence of Mr. Chernomyrdin was a 
sign of the importance toe Kremlin at- 
tached to the deal. 

Tens of thousands of people have 
been killed and many more have been 
displaced in toe fighting between gov- 
ernment forces and Islamic rebels since 
Mr. Rakhmonov ousted Islamic rulers 
in 1992. 

Under toe agreement, toe two sides 
are to undertake to complete negoti- 
ations for a permanent peace settlement 
by July I, 1997. They are expected to 
declare a amnesty and to exchange pris- 
oners of war, Interfax reported. 

The agency quoted a Tajik govern- 
ment spokesman, Zafar Saidov, as say- 
ing that toe reconciliation commission 
would bring opposition figures into ail 
levels of government, and prepare for a 
possible referendum on tbe constitution 
and possible parliamentary elections 
during a “transition period. ’ ’ But it was 
unclear when elections might be held. 

The opposition has said in the past that 
it would like to see such a commission 
form toe basis of a power-sharing ar- 
rangement But diplomats said the gov- 
ernment could use the agreement to win 
time to strengthen its grip on power. 

In a related development the gov- 
ernment and a Tajik rebel group have 
agreed to release the last two hostages 
from among those captured Friday, In- 
terfax reported. The remaining hostages 
were part of a group of 23 people, of 
which seven were UN representatives. 

(Reuters. AP) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Labor Leader Turned Elusive Rebel Leads Luna Captors 


By Calvin Sims 

New Yurt Times Service 


LIMA — The leader of the Marxist guerrillas 
holding hostages in the Japanese ambassador's 
residence here is a former textile union official 
whose adept attacks and ability to evade capture 
have given him almost mythic stature in Peru. 

For more than a decade, anti-terrorism police 
have pursued Nestor Cerpa Canolini, the leader 
of the Cuban-inspired Tupac Amaru Revolu- 
tionary Movement, which took over the building 
in a stunning assault last Tuesday nighL 
But law enforcement officials and recently 
freed hostages have confirmed that the elusive 
Mr. Cerpa. known in Peru by the nom de guerre 
Comandante Evarisro. is commanding the heav- 
ily armed rebels from inside the house. 

Police officials said that Mr. Cerpa is a poorly 
educated man who turned to the rebel movement 
out of frustration after achieving little political 
influence as a union official. They called him a 
“vicious killer" who studies his prey and has 
always managed to escape his pursuers. 

But former hostages in the ambassador's res- 


idence. who spoke with Mr. Cerpa during their 
captivity, said that he is intelligent and well- 
informed and did not appear mean or villainous. 
They said that Mr. Cerpa gave orders in a sub- 
dued way to the estimated 20 young guerrillas 
under his command and that he often engaged 
them in lively debate. 

* ‘My encounter with Cerpa was very strange, * ' 
said Francisco Sagasti. a prominent political ana- 
lyst who was freed Friday night- “He was like an 
interesting guy who you meet and want to buy a 
drink to continue talking." 

Mr. Cerpa. wbo has a reputation as a man of 
action, took the helm of the Tupac Amaru or- 
ganization after its founder, Victor Polay, was 
captured in June 1992. Mr. Cerpa was a founding 
member and the group’s military commander. 

Tupac Amaru, which is estimated to have be- 
tween 300 and 600 members, operates mainly in 
the upper HuaUaga Valley, a jungle area in eastern 
Peru controlled by guerrillas and drug traffickers. 

Named for an 18th-centuiy rebel leader who 
fought Spanish colonial control, Tupac Amaru 
was founded in Lima on many of the Communist 
principles that led to the Cuban revolution. It took 


up arms in 1 984. Peru ’s other rebel group. Shin- 
ing Path, which has about 2.000 active members, 
is better known and considers Tupac Amaru 
members traitors to Communism. 

The two groups have often fought each other 
for “taxes** from cocaine smugglers in the Hu- 
aJJaga. Abimael Guzman. Shining Path’s 
founder, was captured in 1993 and is in prison. 

While Shining Paih has been responsible for 
carrying out most guerrilla attacks in Peru, Tupac 
Amaru has attacked Western embassies, robbed 
banks, kidnapped business executives, bombed 
American fast-food restaurants and battled army 
units. Of the 30,000 people who have died in the 
last IS years of insurgency, several hundred 
deaths have been attributed to Tupac Amaru. 

Many of those operations, particularly the kid- 
nappings of prominent Peruvian and Western 
businessmen, are said to have been engineered by 
Mr. Cerpa. The anti-terrorism police said he was 
the mastermind of a dramatic 1 990 escape of Mr. 
Polay and nearly 50 other Tupac Amaru rebels, 
who dug a tunnel from Peru's maximum security 
Canto Grande prison. Mr. Polay was recaptured. 

“Long before he took control of the Japanese 


residence, Cerpa was the most wanted man in 
Peru/’ said an anti-terrorist official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. “Words cannot de- 
scribe bow bad we want him now/’ 

Tupac Amaru has tried to promote a Robin 
Hood image of stealing from the rich to help the 
poor. 

Unlike other leaders of Tupac Amar u, wh o 
come from the middle class, Mr. Cerpa is from a 
working-class family and was active m the labor 
movement of the 1970s. 

As a young union official nearly 20 years ago, 
he and bis fellow workers, armed with sticks and 
stones, took control of a bankrupt textile factory 
after its owners tried toclose it down. Four people 

died in the ensuing conflict, and Mr. Cerpa served 
a year in prison. After his release, be joined the 
leftist political movement and later went un- 
derground. 

Mr. Cerpa has displayed an uncanny ability to 
elude capture. Police officials said that on at least 
six occasions he has left his comrades not long 
before they were arrested. 

Last year he left a rebel safe house in Lima five 
days before the police arrested 23 people. 



Elegant Party Exploded Into Terror 

Released Hostage Tells of Privations, but Says He Didn’t Fear for Life 


Reuters 

LIMA — The invitation to the 
had said it would last until 9 P.M. 
was formal. 

Six nights later, still wearing his 
crumpled best suit. Carlos Aquino 
Rodriguez left the elegant residence of 
the Japanese ambassador, where about 
20 armed Peruvian guerrillas had held 
him and hundreds of others hostage. 

Despite spending more than 145 
hours in a cramped room, sleeping on the 
floor, with no water to wash in and no 
change of clothes, Mr, Aquino sounded 
bright and cheerful after his release 


Sunday night 3long with 224 other 
men. 

“I feel fine, relieved of course," he 
said. 

Mr. Aquino, 37. a university econom- 
ics professor, had been enjoying the party 
until it was dramatically interrupted. 

“The Japanese ambassador's parties 
are always very good because some of 
the most important people in the country 
are there," he said. “Suddenly, at about 
8:20 P.M. there was a tremendous ex- 
plosion that stood everybody's hair on 
end and created total panic." 

The rebels later told him how they had 


Car Bomb Kills 3 and Wounds 70 
At Crowded Central Algiers Cafe 


Cemp^oity Oir Suff FnwnDmuadtn 

ALGIERS — A powerful car bomb 
exploded near one of the capital's 
biggest cafes at lunchtime Monday, 
killing at least three people and 
wounding 70. the authorities said. 

The bomb exploded at 12:45 P-M. 
near the popular Milk Bar cafe, when 
the sidewalks and streets were filled 
with lunch-hour traffic. 

The blast also damaged a pizzeria 
and shattered windows in nearby 
buildings. 

The explosion was felt throughout 
central Algiers, and security forces 
quickly cordoned off the neighbor- 
hood, near the city’s port. 

The government said in a statement 
that the attack killed three people and 
wounded 70. A hospital source said 
the bomb had killed "several” 
people. The source, who spoke on 


condition of anonymity, could not 
give a precise death toll. 

There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility for the blast. Islamic 
insurgents have waged a three-and-a- 
half-year war against the military- 
backed government that has left more 
than 50.000 people dead. The insur- 
gents are seeking the installation of a 
Muslim fundamentalist government. 

On Saturday, a bomb exploded at a 
high school near Algiers where many 
girls have refused to wear the tra- 
ditional Muslim head scarf. One stu- 
dent was killed and another was 
wounded. 

Monday’s bomb came a day after 
Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia as- 
serted that the government had de- 
feated the guerrillas and that “ter- 
rorism is living its latest convulsive 
moment” (AP. Reuters) 


pulled off their attack by dynamiting the 
wall of a house abutting the rear of the 
ambassador's property. 

Mr. Aquino disputed earlier specu- 
lation that some members of the rebel 
group had already infiltrated the party 
dressed as waiters. “That’s not the 
case,” he said “They came in shooting 
in the air and yelling. It was terrifying." 

After releasing the women and the 
elderly, the rebels meticulously censored 
their prisoners and divided them into 
different groups — military officers, 
politicians and government officials, 
businessmen and diplomats. Mr. Aquino 
was grouped with other professionals. 

The 4-by-6-meter bedroom that had 
been his cell at the ambassador’s home 
contained 28 people. 

* ‘The 28 of us couldn’t all sleep in the 
same room," Mr. Aquino said “In real- 
ity. about 24 of us could sleep — even 
Chen squashed together head to toe. 

The men were closely guarded by 
heavily armed rebels dressed in com- 
mando uniforms who communicated 
with one another constantly by two-way 
radio. 

Mr. Aquino said: "There was always 
one of them at the door. The idea was for 
us to be permanently watched.’’ 

In an effort to persuade the guerrillas 
of the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement to give up their fight, the 
authorities cut off water, electricity and 
telephones to the residence on the 
second day of the ordeal. . . 

"It was a really tense, difficult situ- 
ation.” Mr. Aquino said. 

Food supplies were also scarce. "By 
Thursday morning, it was one roll of 
bread between five of us.” 

But hostages were gradually released, 
and Red Cross food supplies began to get 
through. 



Nestor Cerpa Cartolini, shown i s aj tte 
photo, is the leader of tire lAnragrieiTillas.- 

SorQe of those released from the ambassador’s ' 
house said Mr. Cerpa is a stout man mhi*Httd- 
40 s who walks with a limp. They said that he told .. 
them that his wife was serving a life se nten c e for * 
terrorism and that his two children live in hiding.^ 
In the Japanese residence, he was always aimed* 
and wore his trademark olive unifonn and red-, 
and-wfaite handkerchief around brsneck, the* 

former hostages said. ; 
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negative effect psychologically cm those' 
who remain, Mr. Escobar said that Fri-" 
day’s release of 38 hostages had actually ■ 
raised spirits inside. “More people oat-; 
side, more negotiators, more people try-;; 
ing to help/* be stud. . .■* 

A census of the captives has not been* 
made public, and the closest approx-^ 
imation is an assessment by the Red* 
Cross that there are “140 or more” stiB| 
inside the residence. Among tteoffifttop: 
Peruvian police and military conn 
era, some of the most “sensitive" 


Mr ObanflMhH . 

Relatives of an unidentified hostage, who was stilt being held' by the 
rebels, comforting each other after 225 other captives were freed. 


Mr. Aquino said that apart from the 
first few hours, when the guerrillas were 
fighting off a brief attack from the police 
outside, he never felt that the rebels 
would kill their captives. 

“We suffered no physical or mental 


harm.” he said. Instead. Mr. Aqamo 
described the rebel leader Nestor Cerpa 
Cartolini, who “explained his strategy 
and what his movement wanted,’* as “a 
cultured man, well-read and quite in- 
telligent.’’ 


YELTSIN: Trimmer Russian President Hits the Ground Walking ISRAEL: A Flurry of Diplomatic Activity 


Continued from Page 1 

campaign, tax revenues plummeted and 
die International Monetary Fund tem- 
porarily suspended its three-year loan 
program, although it has been resumed. 

Mr. Yeltsin was scheduled to preside 
at a meeting of the government's emer- 
gency commission on tax collection, Mr. 
Chubais said, suggesting that Mr. 
Yeltsin's presence meant some big de- 
cisions would be made. 

"To put it bluntly, there was some 
slackening off in some places." Mr. 
Chubais added, saying Mr. Yeltsin 
would take a "tough line.” But he did 
not say against whom. 

With what seemed to be a wishful 
sigh, Mr. Chubais said that with Mr. 


Yeltsin back in the Kremlin, there might 
be fewer attacks on him as die "regent,” 
or power behind the throne. 

“It is now clear to everyone that this is 
all nonsense designed to fell away of 
itself," Mr. Chubais said, saying it would 
be tossed aside like peel from an orange. 

Mr. Chubais said Mr. Yeltsin “is in a 
vigorous working condition, in a mood 
for energetic work.’’ 

But Mr. Yeltsin’s first day got off to a 
walk, not a run. He met with aides for 
several hours. Mr. Yeltsin telephoned 
Prime Minister John Major of Britain, 
and arranged for Mr. Major to visit Mos- 
cow. Mr. Yeltsin also thanked Mr. Major 
for * ‘die increase in the volume of guar- 
anteed loans" to Russia, the presidential 
press service announced. 


Mr. Yeltsin drew brickbats once again 
from the Communist Party leader, Gen- 
nadi Zyuganov, who lost in the pres- 
idential race to Mr. Yeltsin in July. Mr. 
Zyuganov has repeatedly criticized Mr. 
Yeltsin as infirm and weak. But Mr. 
Zyuganov has been more cooperative 
lately with the government, voting to 
support the latest budget draft in the 
lower house of Parliament. 

“Yeltsin is in no condition to resolve 
even a single issue facing Russia today, ’ ’ 
Mr. Zyuganov said. "Even when he was 
very healthy, he did not address a single 
issue facing Russia." He added: “The 
leader today needs to work 15 hours a 
day, every day, without days off. He 
should always be in the captain's station 
to make decisive decisions." 


Continued from Page I 

briefers and a top Arafat adviser. Mah- 
moud Abbas, met with Mr. Netanyahu at 
Jerusalem's King David Hotel. 

Mr. Netanyahu said the meeting “was 
held in a very positive atmosphere" and 
"showed promise of advancement,’’ 

Mr. Arafat, eariy Monday, answered 
“maybe” when asked if he would meet 
Mr. Netanyahu on Monday night. But that 
encounter — sought by the Clinton ad- 
ministration, and by Mr. Netanyahu, for 
nearly two months now — remained just 
out of reach. 

Since the eruption of violence in 
September in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, which threw Israel onto the de- 
fensive, Mr. Arafat has watched with 


CITIZENS: Elderly Immigrants Cram 
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questions selected from a possible 150, 
an oral interview and writing out two 
sentences dictated in English. 

Becoming a citizen, from application 
to swearing-in, usually takes about six 
months, although with the rush of im- 
migrants seeking citizenship to retain 
benefits, the process is taking longer in 
some areas. 

Nowhere is that rush more evident 
titan here, where everyone, it seems, is 
now a student. 

"They have high blood pressure,” 
said Dr. Vysoky. 75, who makes home- 
study visits to those who are disabled or 
ill or simply too weak to leave their 
apartments. “They have headaches. But 
they keep working. We have to help 
them.” 


Austria Bans Corn 
Altered Genetically 

The Associated Press 

VIENNA — The Austrian health 
minister has decided to impose an import 
but on genetically modified com, the 
ministry spokesman said Monday. 

Last week, the European Union gave 
the go-ahead to genetically modified 
com produced by file Swiss group Ciba 
Geigy. 

But Health Minister Christa Krammer 
has determined that the workings of anti- 
biotic-resistant ampitillu, used in pro- 
duction of the com, has not been suf- 
ficiently tested . the spokesman, Michael 
Gerbavsits, said. The ban will probably 
go into effect on Jan. 8 or 9, he said. 

Austria is using an EU provision that 
allows members to challenge EU de- 
cisions if they are believed to pose a risk 
to health or the environment. 


The staff of Jewish Community Hous- 
ing for the Elderly held a series of packed 
meetings in the auditorium, in Russian 
and Chinese, to explain the new law and 
to tell the tenants that they would do 
everything they could to help them. 

Most of the immigrant residents re- 
ceive about $500 a month in supple- 
mental benefit payments — money that 
they learned they will lose if they do not 
become citizens. 

At first not everyone wanted to study. 
“They were very angry." Dr. Vysoky 
said. "They said, ‘Why do you bother 
me?’ I had to explain to them: ‘This 
situation is very serious. You have to be 
educated.’ ” 

He continued: “A lot of people were 
in depression. They’re now more 
calm." 

The Russians arrived in America as 
refugees, many more than a decade ago, 
when the Cold War was being waged. 

Fleeing communism and anti-Semit- 
ism in what was then the Soviet Union, 
they were welcomed through the 
pipeline that the government had opened 
for humanitarian reasons. 

But now, with the Cold War over, the 
immigrants must cope with the reality 
that laws do change. 

It is a confusing time. “We were 
happy that America wanted us," said 
Marianna Krayzman, a 74-year-old 
former doctor from Kiev, speaking 
through a translator. “Now we don’t 
know what to expect." 

Still, no one talks of going back. 

“A big thank you to the country that 
gives us everything,” Mrs. Miiyvaskaya 
said, placing her hand over her heart as 
she burst into English the other day. “I 
am happy to live in U.S. It is a dream to 
be an American citizen." 

But memorizing answers to the ques- 
tions she may face on the test — What is 
the Bill of Rights? Who was the pres- 
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Between Yo$ and Citizenship 

Maryeiderfy ftnm ^ari lg, concerned over recent federafle 
• reducing welfare benhffe to fegsl Immigrants, are baeopfaj^ff v 

fciS ci&aafls; Below, some sample study 


roust pass to do so. 


Bm 


1. The Declaration of. <, 
Independence was written by? 
A. Thomas Jefferson’,"- ^ ■ 




4. Who was the Urift^d Stales 




t Jsictom a? * y*. i 


C. Alexander Hamilton 
D; Benjamin F ranJtSft T 

2. Peopfewfroare not yaf 


A Own property ■ 

. - a Travel sm « 1 0rwted s St&ee' 



. C. BoW pubfte office . . 

• DiVote in eBatedtaTs -• 


vote? 

A 

C. OnJyrejsiifeftis //;• 


D. Only cifizens who are of age ^ : • 

i .. . , 

a. United States women receded ■’ GL The tsara ^stevery was one : ? : r' < £' 

to® right to vote franc ' cause oh ' : t 

' “ A The ; 


: : K The DeetefaSon.of 
v fndapemferiee” ’ 

B. 'file original Constitution in 

,..1789 ■ " 

;c. An.«nendroefti to»^ \ 

■ • GbMNaftlAlfl&r 
K A few' paesed-by Congress 
iri'f9S5 . 


B. TheCWMtfai' 
C ? World War l. 
D.Wbrto war 




.Answers: 1 4 MS 0 ), B(B( -V : r/.. 

■ : v.: ■ 


idem during the Civil Wart How many 
senators are there from each state? 
Where in North America were the 13 
original American colonies? What does 
Congress do? — is not easy. 

“I cannot remember what is in my 
refrigerator,’’ Mrs. Miiyvaskaya said. 


NYT 

“I have to keep a list of what is in my 
refrigerator." 

To that end, Mrs. Brusilovskaya was 
drilling one of her classes the other day 
in the 150 multiple-choice questions. 
“We eat. sleep and breathe these ques- 
tions.” she said- 


satisfaction as much of the world blamed 
stalling by the new Israeli government 
for declining hopes of a negotiated 
peace. After waiting three humiliating 
months for a first meeting with Mr. 
Netanyahu, Mr. Arafat has lately been 
the one playing hard to get. 

Dare Gold, a senior Netanyahu aide, 
said in a telephone interview, “The Israeli 
side has believed fora long time that the 
Issues of substance dividing foe parties are 
very few, and that what’s holding up the 
agreement has been a political calculus of 
Mr. Arafat It could be that calculus has 
begun to change. There’s certainty a Jot of 
forward movement Whether we actually 
get to closure remains to be seen." 

Mr. Ross, beading back to Israel from 
a meeting in Cairo with the Egyptian 
foreign minister, Amr Moussa, declared 
that there was “a new energy in the 
negotiations.” Back in Jerusalem on 
Monday night, he said * ‘there is still a lot 
of work to be done.” 

Palestinian officials, who consistently 
have been more pessimistic than their 
Israeli and American counterparts, 
offered a ray of hope Monday. 

Nabil Abu Irdineh, Mr. Arafat’s 
spokesman, said there were “new 
American proposals, some of them ac- 
ceptable to die Palestinians.’’ And Mr. 
Abbas, asked whether an agreement was 
imminent, smiled and said. “ InshaUah ’’ 
— if God wills it, an expression im- 
plying possibility and hope. 

Israeli resentment of its recent isolation 
surfaced in a declaration by the Foreign 
Ministry’s director-general, Btah Ben 
Tsur, mat it would propose a “code of 
conduct” for future negotiations with die 
Palestinians. It is “inconceivable,’’ Mr. 
Ben Tsar said, dm stalemated negoti- 
ations should lead to “uproar, acrimony,, 
international activities and die tike, as we 
have experienced the Last few months.’* ' 

Normalization with the Arab world, he 
added, is not a “prize” to be “subjected 
to the vicissitudes of die negotiations." 

Egypt. Israel’s first peace partner, has 
lately been seen as pressing a hard line 
on Mr. Arafat. Mr. Ross said he traveled 
there because Egypt is “a pillar of the' 
peace process.” 

Mr. Moussa, in an interview with Is- 
rael’s best-selling newspaper, was 

S sd as saying that Arabs are "losing 
faith in peace.” 

In Hebron,. Israelis and Palestinians 
have largely smoothed over old disputes 
about the size of a buffer zone to separ ate 
Jews and Arabs there, the weaponry to be 
carried by the Palestinian police and the 
conditions under which Israeli troops 
could reenter Palestinian neighborhoods. 

Mr. Ross is trying to broker a package 

deal that would link the Hebron pullback ' 
to a timetable for further Israeli with- 
drawals in the rural West Bank, die first 
of which was promised for nearly three- 
months ago and has yet to take place. 


given that the Tupac Amaru is labeled flk 
terrorist group by the government and2 
these hostages are its principal foes. -s* 
Also at the residence are P eruvian* 
elected officials, prominent juristssqd 
Asian and I -atm American diplomats/ 
among them the Japanese ambassador^ 
Morimsa Aolti. .i. 

The rebel leader, Nestor Cerpa Car# 
tolini, said in a statement Sunday drat the* 
225 hostages were freed because foey} 
were not involved “directly or indir- 
ectly” in government. Buz that the re* 
feared included seven Americans, aB of! 
whom worked at the U-S. Embassy, ax* 
well as the ambassadors of Panama. Ctd» 
and Venezuela, hinted that there may be 
some other reason for foe screening. 

The ambassadors of Canada. Germany, 
Egypt, Greece, Brazil and Spain were 
released earlier in foe criris,4nd ambog - 
those still held are the ambassador of 
Guatemala, Bcttivia, Hqpt3tBas,MaltyBga^‘ 

- Uruguay arufthe Do mu n g aa Repe frS c. -* 

/ The Turoc Amaru 3ta* a particular, 
ir^ecegt in Bolivia becanre several mem-; 
bets are jailed there. ^ The recent histories- 
of foe two Central American countries 
make them important, if only pfa&osopb- ■ 
ically, to current and former rebel move-; 
meats in Latin America. . -I 

To some observers* foe rebel screen-; 
mg process is telling, particularly since . 
they have released foe ambassadors of; 
most, if not all, foe countries who m 
known to take:a .veiy hard stance >-*1: 
hostage situations. ' ; 

That is seen as a likely interpretation^ 
of why the Americans were released, for, 
instance, and a principal theory on why; 
foe Japanese were targeted for foe as- 
sault in the first place. A UJS. official’ . 
said Monday that “to the best of our^ 
knowledge’ ’ no more Americans reclaim 
in the residency. ' ! 

“Ofthe major powers the JapsieseJn 
contrast to tire Americans and some of 
the Europeans, have been more disposed' 
to yield to terrorist demands in order to 
protect tire lives of hostages,” said AK 
exander Watson, the United States am- 
bassadors Fera from 1986 to 1989 and 
until this year the assistant secretary of 
state for Latin America. -.1 

“You could even suggest that releas- 
ing the seven Americans is related to’ 
that,” said Mr. Watson, who retired 
from foe foreign service and is now foe. 
vice president and executive director o£ 
the Nature Conservancy's Latin Amer-j 
ican and Caribbean division. j” » 

“The Japanese will be puttiitgrpfesj 
sure on Fmunori to yield, while foeU-Sl 
and foe others would say to mamtaxs.4 
hard line,” he said. . '.jfr 

The government official cbn6rin&^ >> 
foal Mr. Cerpa has from the ouoiaads>B<| 
for an opportunity to talk to 
comrades, in particular the principal 1 
er of the movement, Victor ftrla 
official said the request had been ( 

In his two lengthy communique 
Cerpa hasplacedgreat emphasis m i 
on conditions — - on Sunday he 
the prisons with tombs and called tf*$ 
situation “unacceptable.” y* 

Living conditions in Peruvian pris* 
ons, particulaiiy for those, sentenced utta 
der Peru’s strict anti-terrorist laws, is q 
delicate issue for Mr. Fujimori, whohaa 
been under intense pressure frnotiz.bu^ 
man-rights organizations. Partly as a «H 
suit of foe pressure, he :xecehdy lifted 4 
five-year ban on visits by relatives oj} 
those convicted of ter rori sm or treason* 
Ironically, the siege occurred before foe* 
oraer could be executed and now it$ 
future is uncertain. . . 

Mr. Cerpa is demanding foe release off 
Tupac Amaru meanbere, which ahtunarj 
rights official with access to the inform 
iiiation said comprised 404 people. Alt 
but Mr. Poloy , who is held at a naval base? 
are incarcerated either aLa prison in Lima 

or a more revere p enitentiar y fo Puzkj. 

All 404 have admitted io being' 

Amaru membera, although some 
since retracted, inckuimg one of tbe i 
nior leaders. The great majority ihavtt 
been convicted under the 1992 anti-ter4 
ronsni legislation, wtoch establisbedj 
military tribunals: with, faceless judges. A ■ , 
Convictions cany life sentence; with-? 
out possibility of parote.Mr. Fujimori has 
dismissed the liberation of there prisoner* 
as a tool in foe negotiations and even used? 
the s&newqxd Mr. Gerpaused to describe 

prison conditions: unacceptable. 
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Eurosporf's pan-European network 
now extends to 69 million homes in 
45 European countries. 

We broadcast in 1 3 European 
languages enabling 85% of our 

the channel in 


audience to access 
their first language 


In 1997 we will be broadcasting 
some of the biggest events in world 
sport/ including World Cup and 
European Football, IndyCar World 
Series, Le Mans 24 Hour Race, 
Motorcycle Grand-Prix, ATP Tour 
Tennis, Skiing World Cup and 
Championships, Athletics World 
Championships, Cycling Tour de 
France; in fact over 1 00 different 
sports throughout the year. 


EUROSPORT, EUROPE'S N° 1 
SPORTS CHANNEL. 
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IT BUSHED UTTH THE NEW VUDK TIMES AMD THE t¥*SW«nWi rUST 


Naive, My Eye 


Newt Gingrich, the House speaker, 
no longer claims quire to be innocent of 
the principal ethics charges that have 
stood against him for two years. 
Rather, be says, he was naive. But the 
suspect system that was set up and 
that is at the heart of the charges does 
not strike us as reflecting naivete — 
anything but. 

The basic accusation against the 
speaker, when the side issues are 
stripped away, is thai he set up an 
elaborate structure for converting os- 
tensibly charitable contributions to 
political purposes, thereby circum- 
venting both the tax law — charitable 
contributions are tax-exempt, while 
political contributions are not — and 
the law with regard to the raising of 
political funds. The structure was a 
maze of interlocking organizations 
meant to raise large amounts of money 
at one end. spend it at the other and 
leave only a blur between. 

In the world of campaign finance, 
where there are no illusions, defenders 
and critics alike marvel at its sophis- 
tication. It's awfully hard to accept 
“naivete" as a defense in the creation 
of it. The speaker says he should have 
consulted a tax lawyer, others view the 
entire purpose of the system as being 
precisely to take advantage of a fuzzy 
spot in the tax law. Is it believable that 
□either Mr. Gingrich nor anyone else 
who had a role in establishing the 
structure understood the law that it was 
so skillfully circumventing? 

In arguing naivete as well as failure 
to consult the right specialists. Mr. Gin- 
grich offers a kind of variation on the 
now familiar Clinton administration 
defenses that all sorts of politically en- 
riching but questionable things came its 
way as a result of inattention, inex- 
perience. simple snafus, unwittingness 
and other forms of innocent oblivion of 
the dubious way it was achieving its 
desired ends. That's the kind of lapse 
the speaker agrees he made and to 
which he has been allowed to plead. 

Mr. Gingrich acknowledges as well 
that he submitted misleading material 
to the House ethics comminee in the 
course of its investigation of the struc- 
ture he created. The point with regard 
to which the material was false 


was a central one. not a minor detail. 

Here again, he makes the same kind 
of fashionable gosh-I'm-such-a-punk- 
m onager defense, the one that holds that 
the principal beneficiary of the ques- 
tionable activity was just too busy doing 
other high-minded things to have been 
involved in the nitty-gritty daily busi- 
ness of keeping an eye on the store. We 
have heard this one elsewhere recently 
too. and it doesn't sound any more 
plausible coming from the speaker. 

As a technical mailer, the House rule 
Mr. Gingrich is accused of having vi- 
olated is the one that says no member 
should act in such a way as to bring 
discredit on the House. It is true that 
these are muddy rules the speaker is 
accused of having broken, and the eth- 
ics committee, evenly divided between 
the two parties, is a notoriously re- 
luctant enforcer of them. That the Re- 
publicans on the committee went along 
signals that they found his conduct 
preny seriously flawed. Mr. Gingrich 
makes the point that what he did was 
not for personal profit in the sense of 
lining his own pockets. That seems to 
be so and distinguishes his case from a 
long and seedy line of others, including 
that of former speaker Tim Wright, 
whom Mr. Gingrich himself was in- 
strumental in bringing down. But to 
say that Mr. Gingrich did not per- 
sonally profit from the system mon- 
etarily is not to say he was not its 
beneficiary; he plainly was. 

The House Republicans still must 
decide whether to reinstall Mr. Gin- 
grich as speaker. They have the votes. 
The preemptive exercise of the past few 
days is meant to create a political cli- 
mate in which those votes can be safely 
cast. It is possible that in that limited 
respect the exercise will succeed. Our 
own sense is that, if it does succeed — if 
the thing is shoved back in the bottle 
and an aye vote ordered up — it will be 
the Republicans, not their gleeful 
Democratic opponents, who pay a 
mighty price. Our other guess is that 
after this, if Democrats were asked to 
choose which Republican the House 
majority should put in the speaker's job, 
their overwhelming, if not well-inten- 
ded. choice would be Mr. Gingrich. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Kosovo’s Plight 


The political crisis that has filled 
Yugoslavia's streets with protesters 
for more than a month prorides some 
hope for the forgotten victims of Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic — the 1.8 
million Albanians who live in the 
southwestern region of Kosovo. Al- 
though 90 percent of the population, 
die Albanians are ruled in brutal 
apartheid style by the ethnic Serbs. 

Mr. Milosevic began his ascent from 
Communist functionary to president 
with an emotional speech in Kosovo 
commemorating a Serbian defeat there 
in 1389, tapping into the Serbian sen- 
timent that Albanians are outsiders on 
Serbian sacred ground. 

Upon taking power in 1989, Mr. Mi- 
losevic began an ethnic cleansing of the 
Albanians, who had autonomy under 
communism. The Communist officials 
who controlled the government, schools 
ind police were local Albanians. 

The Milosevic regime fired them, 
and most Albanians employed in gov- 
ernment and industry. Albanian 
schools are now outlawed. According 
to a new report by Human Rights 
Watch, the police detain or beat up 
dozens of Albanians every day. 

Security forces have lulled 21 Al- 
banians in the last two years. 

Ethnic Serbs, especially war 
refugees, are encouraged to go to 
Kosovo and take jobs from Albanians. 
Nearly 350,000 Albanians have emi- 
grated. 

An Albanian terrorist group began 
attacks this year, but the vast majority of 
the Albanians have chosen nonviolence. 
Their only local ally, the nation of Al- 
bania to Kosovo's south, is impover- 
ished, with a feeble army. Its president, 
Sali Berisha. has refrained from inciting 
the Kosovo Albanians. That is impor- 
tant. because conflict in Kosovo could 
spill over into neighboring Macedonia 
and ignite a regional war. 

The Clinton administration rejects 
the independence many Albanians 
want, but it has been Kosovo's main 
protector. It has made full respect for 
human rights in Kosovo a condition 
for lifting sanctions that keep Belgrade 
out of the World Bank and Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and block loans 
that could help revive its collapsed 
economy. 

Mr. Milosevic has responded with 


some conciliatory talk on Kosovo, al- 
though so far it is only talk. 

The top leaders chosen by Kosovo's 
Albanians have been reluctant to sup- 
port the anti-Milosevic protests, in part 
because Mr. Milosevic’s more nation- 
alist opponents endorsed the Kosovo 
crackdown in the past. 

But the nationalists have changed 
their rhetoric. In a protest rally earlier 
this month, one of their leaders, Vuk 
Draskovic, asked for a moment of si- 
lence for an Albanian teacher who died 
in police custody in Kosovo. The 
Kosovo Albanians have reason to be 
cautious, but their top leaders should 
recognize that Kosovo will benefit 
from a democratic country. 

The Kosovo Albanians need con- 
tinued resolve from Washington. 

Economic ruin has fueled the 
protests, and Mr. Milosevic is des- 
perate to gel rid of the sanctions. No 
matter who ends up running Belgrade, 
Washington must continue to empha- 
size that sanctions will be lifted only 
if its conditions are met, including 
full rights for Kosovo. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Other Comment 


The Stuff of Life 

The astronomer Carl Sagan was 62 
when be died Friday. He bad at least 
lived to see EETA 79001, a Martian 
meteorite in which some scientists see 
fossilized evidence of life. He long 
believed in life on Mars, but he was 
skeptical about whether the currently 
famous meteorite proved the existence 
of life on the red planet 

“Extraordinary claims,” be said, 
“require extraordinary proof.” 

When he was a boy, he said, he 
would lay his head on a log or a pillow 
and stare into space, at “the cold, dif- 
fuse interstellar gas” that is “loaded 
with organic matter,” the stuff of life. 

As Vice President A1 Gore said in 
homage Friday, “It is appropriate 
that the man who wrote the Encyc- 
lopaedia Britannica entry on ‘life’ 
should have taught us all so much 
about living.” 

— Los Angeles Tunes. 
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Loss of Hope Could Cost the Middle East Dearly 

w M. . . , : j 


J ERUSALEM — Anyone who does 
not understand the feelings of frus- 
tration among Palestinians in the West 
Bank need only look at a map. The 
Palestinian Authority controls in full 
only scattered towns that make up 3 
percent of the territory. It shares re- 
sponsibility for security in a further 24 
percent. The rest remains in Israeli 
hands. 

Behind the map tie daily obstacles 
in life. Roads dosed to Palestinians 
make it difficult to get from one town 
to another. 

Occasionally there are worse indig- 
nities. The Israeli human rights group 
B'Tselem reported last week that Is- 
raeli security forces in Hebron had sub- 
jected 15 Palestinian women to strip 
searches — for purposes of humili- 
ation. the report said. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu and his right-wing Israeli gov- 
ernment did not create the map. Shimon 
Peres, as foreign minister in Yitzhak 
Rabin's Labor government, was the 
tough negotiator who obtained those 
terms for interim arrangements in the 
Oslo negotiations. 

Yet Palestinian feelings of helpless- 
ness and resentment have boiled up in 
the six months since Mr. Netanyahu 


By Anthony Lewis 

won the Israeli election. Why? The 
answer to the question goes far to ex- 
plain the current tension — the dan- 
gerous tension — between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

Yasser Arafat and his colleagues ac- 
cepted painful interim arrangements 
because they trusted Mr. Rabin, Mr. 
Peres and the other Oslo negotiators. 
They believed that, difficult as the ne- 
gotiations had been and would be, the 
other side genuinely wanted an out- 
come with honor for both. They hoped, 
with reason, that in the end Palestinians 
would have a state of their own in- 
cluding most of the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The trust has gone since Mr. Net- 
anyahu took over. And so has much of 
the Palestinians' hope for a final status 
agreement that would give them a 
meaningful national home. Instead 
there is a growing fear that Mr. Net- 
anyahu has in mind for them something 
not much different from the interim 
Oslo arrangements under which they 
live today: in short, limited autonomy 
in a number of enclaves with Israeli 
settlements expanding around them. 


When Mr. Netanyahu talks enrhu- seexruxi to have no 
siastically about settlements, he Palestinians feel today. And an uo- 
tooches foe most profound Palestinian 

fears. He responded to the recent ter- side is essential if a leader wans to 
rorist outrage, the drive-by murder of negotiate a stable sohffioaio cornet, 
two Israeli settlers, by announcing that Mr. Netanvahu reminded me of 


he would restore financial subsidies for 
the settlements. He explained to the 
world that this was a carefully limited 
response, but Palestinians did not see it 
that way at ail. 

They saw it as the sign of an intention 
to take more and more of their land. 

Again, Palestinian leaders known for 
their caution and responsibility warned 
of an explosion if Israel went ahead 
with a plan to build 132 apartments for 
Jews in a Palestinian area of East Je- 
rusalem. The land for this project was 
bought by a Miami millionaire, Irving 
Moskowitz, who has used a supposedly 
charitable fund financed by bingo 
games to acquire land in Palestinian 
sections of Jerusalem. 

The West Bank and East Jerusalem 
are a tinderbox today. And my im- 
pression is that Mr. Netanyahu does not 
understand — or will not admit to him- 
self — why this is so. 

When I interviewed him a week ago, 
he said Palestinian leaders were plot- 
ting “renewed bouts of violence.” He 


Mr. Netanyahu 
time, years ago, when I interviewed Mr. 
Arafat in his exile headquarters in 
Tunis. It was during the intifada, and 
Mr. Arafat pointed to the telephone on 
his desk and said he was giving the 

orders in the intifada. The truth was that 

the revolt arose not from him but from 
the frustrations of Palestinians living 
under occupation. That was what gave 
the intifada its power. 

And so today the danger arises not 
from Mr. Arafat's giving orders. It 
comes from Mr. Netanyahu’s de- 
priving tile Palestinians of hope. Not 
just them but Israelis, too. 

In six months Mr. Netanyahu’s 
policy, or lack of it, has reversed the 
dramatic steps toward peaceful rela- 
tions among Israel, its neighbors and 
other Arab states from North Africa 
to the Gulf. 

Until Israel and tire Palestinians re- 
late to each other in mutual respect, 
there can be no peace. That is the price 
of lost hope. 

The New York Times. 


Coercion Won’t Separate Settlers From Israel’s Patrimony 


W ASHINGTON — “I am 
a sojourning settler with 
you," said the patriarch Ab- 
raham to the Hitntes, in Robert 
Alter’ s illuminating new trans- 
lation of the Book of Genesis. 
“Grant me a burial holding 
with you ...” 

His wife, Sarah, had died “in 
Kiriath-arba, which is Hebron, 
in the land of Canaan.” Ephron 
the Hittite offered Abraham a 
grave site free, but the patriarch 
insisted cm paying for a cave in 
the far end of the field. Ephron 
then made a package of the 
cave and the field and asked an 
exorbitant price — 400 shekels 
of stiver. Without bargaining, 
Abraham paid the asking price 
for the land. 

Why pay for a burial plot 
when it has been offered as a 
gift? “Ephron, of course, 
knows what Abraham really 
wants,” explains Mr. Alter, 
“is to be able to buy the land 
and thus acquire Inalienable 
right to iL“ Though promised 
the land by God. the patriarch 
paid dearly because he wanted 
his descendants to avoid future 


By WUliam S afire 


le. 


from men. 
a biblical property 
transaction, recounted in such 
detail thousands of years ago, 
still hold? At least a few hun- 
dred modem * 'settlers' ' who 
re-established Kiriath-arba in 
Hebron believe that it does, 
and put their lives on the line 
by living there, near the Gave 
of the Patriarchs, amidst Arabs 
angered by their presence. 

You don’t have to be a fun- 
damentalist or a fanatic to un- 
derstand the depth of feeling 
that attaches some deeply re- 
ligious Jews to that place. 
Their determination to remain 
in hostile Hebron is a central 
symbol of one persecuted 
people's unique survival 
through the millennia. 

One reason Jewish Israelis 
voted decisively to elect Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu was to ensure 
char the residents of today's 
Kiryat Arba could bear witness 
to that continuity without get- 
ting massacred, as settlers were 
a few generations ago. 


To protect their lives, even 
as most Israeli troops withdraw 
from Hebron, Mr. Netanyahu 
suggested some reasonable se- 
curity modifications — mak- 
ing it harder, for example, for 
potential snipers to zero in on 
children — in the agreement 
too-eagerly reached in Oslo. 
Shimon Feres considered 
Hebron and other outposts to 
be impediments in his plan to 
purchase peace at die price of 
delivering almost all the West 
Bank to a Palestinian state. 

Although unease among 
Jews has risen since Palestin- 
ian police used weapons sup- 
plied by Israel to fire on Israeli 
troops. Yasser Arafat has ri- 
gidly refused to compromise. 
That's because his goal is not 
to live in peace with Israelis in 
die West Bank, but to marshal 
world opinion to drive all Jews 
out of “his” territory. 

Mr. Netanyahu, recognizing 
that motive, has shown his 
resolve by restoring economic 
aid to Israelis who dare 


to live in hardship areas. 

That led the blame-Israel set 
in the United States, led by 
President Jimmy Carter's Zbig 
Brzezinski and President 
George Bush's Tim Baker, to 
entice President Bill Clinton 
into settler-bashing. Mideast 
experts tike George Shultz, Sol 
Unowitz and Henry Kissinger 
were not roped in by Mr. 
Baker, bat when a reporter 
then shouted a question to the 
president about settlements, 
Mr. Clinton accepted the 
premise that they .were 
* ‘obstacles to peace.” 

He erred. Perhaps he 
thought that die questioner 
meant “new” settlements, 
which would sorely upset 
negotiations, but to assert a 
U.S. position dial the present 
settlements should be up- 
rooted would be an intrusive 
blunder. 

Even the Rabin-Feres gov- 
ernment oversaw die “thick- 
ening” and growth of p resen t 
Israeli West Bank towns and 
Mr. Clinton needs to get out of 
the trap set for him. 


The peace that cries but to be 
reached has about 70 percent 
of the disputed land Arab, the 
remainder Israeli. Arab fam- 
ilies would continue to grow in 
contiguous Palestinian settle- 
ments, tinder their own flag, 
and Israeli settlers, including 
immigrants, would be fruitful 
and multiply in their own. 

But the road to war is to 
encourage Arabs to believe 
that wood pressure can drive 
Jews out of afi the West Bank 
and establish East Jerusalem as 
ntal of a Palestinian state, 
will not happen. Beat- 
ing tip on B enjam i n Netan- 
yahu, or demonizing settlers in 
Hebron, or threatening another 
intifada if Jews build homes in 
any part of Israel’s undivided 
Jerusalem — no such coercion 
will make it happen. 

The popularity of Israel’s 
present government may suffer 

as it resisrs pressure to part with 

die nation? patrimony. Mr. 
Netanyahu’s reward will come 
when his unfashionaUe real- 
ism delivers durable peace. 

The New York Timex. 


Working Together to Build Europe’s New Security Framework 


B ONN — The new Euro- 
pean security architecture 
is founded not on deterrence but 
on security partnership. It will 
be based on a new division of 
labor among radically reformed 
multilateral organizations: 

• The European Union. En- 
largement will enable the £U to 
export security and stability to 
the East and South. In addition, 
the EU should itself develop a 
capacity to act in the field of 
security policy. 

• The ”ne h< NATO.” It will 
constitute the military core of 
die new security architecture 
and maintain the trans-Atlantic 
link. NATO's prime challenges 
are internal adaptation, admit- 
ting new members and estab- 
lishing a special partnership 
with Russia and Ukraine. 

• The Organization for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in 
Europe. The OSCE is the forum 
in which all European states 
participate as equal partners in 
the decision-making process. 
Its strength lies in preventive 
diplomacy but also, as in Bos- 
nia, in building civil societies. 

The new security architecture 
must do much more than assure 


By Klaus Kinkel 

The writer is Germany’s foreign minister. 


military security. Today the task 
of the armed forces is primarily 
preventing regional conflicts, as 
well as containing and resolving 
pises. Our main concern is shift- 
ing the focus from questions of 
force levels, weapons systems 
and nuclear aims to political, 
economic, social and ecological 
issues. The best way to prevent 
conflicts is to promote the de- 
velopment of stable and cohe- 
sive democracies. 

Until recently the many 
strands making up the fabric of 
European security remained 
more or less separate. Our focus 
now must be on weaving them 
together. We must establish 
closer ties and a coherent di- 
vision of labor among the dif- 
ferent institutions, with each 
concentrating on what it does 
best and complementing the 
work of others. 

Bosnia showed the way, for it 
proved possible to consolidate 
the Dayton peace agreement 
thanks to the successful colla- 
boration among NATO, the 


OSCE, the EU and other 
organizations. 

By the end of the year we will 
have completed an intensive 
series of conferences. It is no 
coincidence that the OSCE 
summit meeting in Lisbon came 
first By affirming that there 
shah be no new dividing limes in 
Europe, foe meeting sent out an 
important signal. All states, in- 
ducting Russia and Ukraine, are 
to take pan on an equal footing 
in designing the European se- 
curity architecture. No country 
is to be inarginalized or left out, 
no new “gray” security areas 
are to be crea t ed. 

Lisbon drew up a security 
model for the 21st century, a 
blueprint for cooperation 
among the organizations in- 
volved. Tbe key point is: There 
will be no hierarchical relation- 
ships. Instead, our aim is to cre- 
ate a pattern of interlocking, 
mutually reinforcing organiza- 
tions. The summit declaration 
explicitly reaffirmed tire right 
of each participating state to 


Maty: Not Just a Doting Mother 


W ASHINGTON — No 
Christmas song is older, 
nor freer of seasonal syrup, 
than die Magnificat, die 
canticle of Mary as recorded 
midway in the first chapter of 
Sl Luke. It is both a faith 
statement — God “who is 
mighty has done great things 
for me and holy is his name” 
— and the prophetic ay of a 
passionate dissident excited 
about changing the political 
and social order of her times. 

Mary sings of her God who 
“has scattered the proud in the 
conceit of their heart. He has 
put down the mighty from 
their thrones and exalted those 
of low degree. He has filled 
the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away 
empty.” 

This is the tone of a woman 
who has a taste for the revolu- 
tionary, a woman of impa- 
tience who sees the overthrow 
of the rich and powerful as a 
cause for celebration. Her re- 
ligion is centered on a God of 
the powerless, those abused as 
a matter of course by the 
throned and their backers. 

Only a few centuries were 
for the church fathers 


By Column McCarthy 

to filter out this rebellious- 
ness. Hie mother of Christ 
was repainted in prettified in- 


die pleasant woman of 
Nazareth with dogmas. By or- 
der of an 1854 papal bull, the 
Immaculate Conception of 
Mary became a binding 
dogma of faith. In 1950, an- 
other papal decree ruled dog- 
matically that Mary, “when 
tbe course of her earthly life 
was run, was assumed in body 
and soul to heavenly glory.” 

If anyone has a c laim to 
being the most faithful fol- 
lower of the New Testament 
Mary and her approval of so- 
cial upheaval in the Magni- 
ficat, it is the 90,000 women 
currently in tbs chinch’s re- 
ligious orders. 

In the 1960s, both the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary Sis- 
ters of Los Angeles and the 
Glenmary Sisters of Cincin- 
nati came up against the male- 
centered conservatism of local 
bishops. Empowered by (he 
renewals of the Second Vat- 
ican Council, large numbers 


of sisters in both those orders 
left to form their own com- 
munities and directly serve 
“those of low degree.” 

In the newly published 
“Poverty, Chastity and 
Change: Lives of Contempor- 
ary Nuns,” Sister AntiUa 
Maloney, a high school teach- 
er in the Bronx and a member 
of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary order in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, wonders about 
the current power structure of 
the church. 

“I _ think they've made a lot 
of mistakes in terms of being 
dogmatic, when we're stm 
searching for the truth. It 
breaks my heart to leam of 
more and more people who are 
leaving the church because 
they’re not finding commu- 
nity .they’re not finding com- 
passion, they’re not finding 
good strong leadership in the 
ways of the gospeL I don’t 
have all the answers. The is- 
sues are really complex, but 
sometimes, many times, I just 
ask the question, ‘What would 
Jesus dor’ ” 

Or Mary, who had a notion 
Or two about hierarchies. 

Washington Post Writers Group. 


choose or change its own se- 
curity arrangements, including 
treaties of alliance. Another im- 
portant outcome is the decision 
toadapt the treaty on conven- 
tional aimed forces in Europe to 
the changing security environ- 
ment During the negotiations, 
to begin in January, the parties 
will, at Moscow’s specific re- 
quest, exercise self-restraint 
with regard to military issues. 

The summit meeting sched- 
uled for July 1997 will mark 
NATO’s transition from a pure 
defense alliance to the key pillar 
of the new European security 
architecture. This will entail ad- 
apting its command structure, 
opening negotiations with the 
first group of candidates for ac- 
cession, enhancing cooperation 
with others and developing a 
special security partnership 
with Russia and Ukraine. 

In the new Europe, Russia and 
Ukraine must have a place com- 
mensurate with their size and 
importance. At my suggestion, 
the alliance has proposed to Rus- 
sia a charter putting partnership 
on a permanent footing. It will 
invite Moscow to play a full and 
equal part in anew NATO-Rus- 
sia forum to discuss security is- 
sues. To this end, I have sug- 
gested that the “16 plus r’ 
formula evolve into a new con- 
sultative body composed of 17 
equal partners. I am pleased that 
the Russian government is ready 
to start concrete talks cm this. 


The European Council at 
Dublin was a further step in the 


Intergovernmental Conference 
process. Its otacome will be 
made final at die Amsterdam 
summit meeting in June. The EU 
will seek agreement on a reform 
package enabling an enlarged - 
Union to remain effective and^ 
develop new fields of integra- 
tion. A crucial point will be to 
incorporate a flexibility clause 
into the Maastricht treaty, allow- 
ing a limited group of member 
states to make further progress 
toward integration. For the EU, 
even more than for NATO, en- 
largement is tantamount to pre- 
ventive security policy, for 
membership in the Union will 
stabilize reforms inside societies 
throughout Europe. 

' The EU should itself develop 
a capacity to act in the field of 
security policy. Our citizens 
would soon lose faith in the 
Union if it ignored security. 
Germany therefore advocates 
strengthening and expanding 
the Western European Union, 
the EU’s defense arm, and im- 
proving its institutional links 
with the EU, so as to create a 
European security policy in 
close association with NATO. 

The creation of a new security 
architecture for the " whole of 
Europe is a task that in scope and} 
complexity folly bears compar- 
ison with tbe Congress of Vi- 
enna or the postwar settlement 
after 1945. it calls for vision, 
wisdom and steadfastness. 

We have started well. Let us 
not falter. 

International Herald Tribune. 
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1896: Cuban Measures 

WASHINGTON — Officials of 
tbe Administration and of the 
Spanish Legation take a more 

pacific view of the Cuban situ- 
ation than for a long time. The 
Spanish Legation received a 
cable from Madrid which au- 
thorizes assurances to be given 
to President Cleveland’s Ad- 
ministration that the long-prom- 
ised reforms for the autonomy 
win soon be inaugurated. There 
are indications that negotiations 
will soon begin between the 
United States and Spain for foe 
establishment of peace in Cu ba_ 

,1921: Collins’s Speech 

DUBLIN — 4 ‘The future of Ire- 
land is in her own hands as 
never before, and . if we- are 
strong enough to hold our own, 
we shall go through tri- 
umphantly to the end,” said 
Mr. Michael Collins, Ireland’s 
peace-making hero In what 


might be Ireland’s Christmas 
message of hope to her friends 
in the outside world. “I can 
only say that the rights estab- 
lished for Ireland by the article 
of foe treaty do give this country 
a starting-point. ’ ' , 

1946: Viet Nam Siege 

PARIS — Reports from Indo- 
China indicated that the Viet 
Nam forces were operating cm 
an open warfare basis. Martial 
law hjas been extended to aH of 
-Tankin' and .northern Arinam. 
Premier L£on Blum under- 
scored foe gravity of foe Far 'fl 
Easton warfare, by fallin g- fee 
National Assembly: “Ir is pos- 
sible feat within a Few weeks tbe 
situation will become more 
complicated.” Hanoi, capital of 
Viet Nam. was still under fire, 
and thesoutbeast Annamitc sec- 
tion of foe city was still held by 
-Viet Nam forces, with French 
Spitfires spotting .and dive- 
bombing native artillery posts. 








Masters of the Universe 
* What They S ow 

By Robert Kntkaer 
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«,«.r , ; _ u Tr e sears - 1 and that the fiancfe Jives in London. It is lit- 
eracy cheaper for him to fly the 
. 6,000 miles round-trip to London 
to sec her than to fly the 380 miles 
round-trip to Boston to see us. 

Economic theory says that 
whenever a seller provides a 
lousy product at an excessive 
price, a new competitor will enter 
the market In principle, one new 
airline might come in, offering . 
the same service at a lower price, 
while another might offer re- 
served . seats,, more legroom, 
maybe even hot meals and a busi- 
ness section. This is called market 
segmentation. 

But despite airline deregula- 
tion, New York, Washington and 
Boston don't have gates and land- 
ing slots to spare for new com- 
petitors. So USAir and Delta con- 
tinue to- enjoy a comfortable 
duopoly, charging whatever their 
rigged market of long-suffering 
commuters will bear. 

Between Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, twice the distance of 
New Yoik-Bostofl or New York- 
Washington, the fares are cheaper 
—$109 one way — because there 
is real competition. 

Economic theory also says that 
frustrated consumers win turn to 
close substitutes. Well, the express 
train from Boston to New York 
takes four hours — more time than 
it did in 1910. (The Washington- 
New York run at least cuts into the 
shuttle's market share with some- 
what faster Metroliners.) A lim- 
ousine from Boston to New York 
is cheaper than the shuttle, but is 
also time-consuming. 

.Perhaps it is salutary for Mas- 
ters of the Universe to spend an 
occasional hbur in the sardine-can 
misery that afflicts ordmaiy com- 
muters, contemplating the limits 
of entrepreneurial solutions. In- 
deed, any ruling class that can't 
figure out bow to solve die North- 
east corridor transit problem, 
either with competition, regula- 
tion or ballet trains, deserves what 
it gets — a seat on the shuttle. 
Washington Post Writers Croup. 


in the window seat has 
too suitcases into my 
Qhf^^-Y-i 801 ^'” ^ ^ys with a 
overhead bins are 

them " VC no place else to put 

He is wearing a very expensive 
sun, and working on a spread- 
sheet. His manner is entitled and 
disdainful. 

Most of the other power pas- 
sengers on this flight are in a 
similar mood, miserably cramped 
and up too early. The 7 AJvL 
shuttle, frankly, is a pit, and the 
clientele are pit bulls. 

The people flying the shuttle 
are mostly what the novelist Tom 
Wolfe called Masters of the Uni- 
verse. Except for a few stray tour- 
ists, students and the odd jour- 
nalist, the passengers are in- 
vestment bankers and lawyers, 
tycoons and politicians, flying on 
important business. 

These people are accustomed 
to taking up space. They work in 
aiiy, well-fir offices, dine in nice 
restaurants, stay in comfortable 
hotels and avoid public transit in 
favor of taxis car limos. But when 
it comes to flying among Boston, 
New Yodc and Washington, they 
suffer the same cramped misery 
as the hoi polloi. 

Why would any self-respect- 
ing ruling class put up with this? 

Here we have an epic ca se of 
what economists term market 
failure. The same corporations 
that think their leaders work more 
efficiently in spacious, even el- 
egant, offices can't find a way to 
get them between Boston and 
New York in minimal comfort 

This business elite brought us 
an age of competition and de- 
regulation as the solution to eco- 
nomic ills. So if you don’t like the 
USAir shuttle, you can always fly 
another airline. But good luck. 
The Delta shuttle has nearly 
identical conditions and charges : 
the identical $176 one-way fee. 

In theory, competition solves 
the problem of outrageous prices 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


NATO and the East 

Regarding “ A Bigger NATO 
Would Creme the Problems It 
Seeks to Prevent” (Opinion. Dec . 
19) by William Pfaff: 

The list of problems that mig ht 
be generated by the enlargement 
of NATO would not be complete 
without mentioning the following 
possibilities: collapse of the 1 990 
treaty limiting conventional 
forces in Europe; discontinuance 
of the reduction of strategic nu- 
clear armaments under the 1991 
START Treaty; denunciation of 
the 1987 ban on intermediate- 
range ballistic missiles, and re- 
introduction of tactical nuclear 
weapons withdrawn from Europe 
a few years ago. 

The need of Central and East 
European states for binding se- 
curity assurances is understand- 
able, but it could be effectively 
met by a nonaggression pact to be 
concluded by the members of the 
Organization for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe. 

The p lanne d eastward expan- 
sion of the Western military al- 
liance is bound to antagonize Rus- 
sia, Ukraine and Belarus and 
undermine the security of all 
European states. 

JOZEF GOLDBLAT. 

Geneva. 

Regarding “ NATO Expan- 
sion?" ( Editorial , Dec. 13) and 
“A Bad Night in New York for 


NATO Enlargement ” by Richard 
Cohen (Opinion, Dec. 13): 

I was gratified to read these two 
texts, both arguing against 
NATO's eastward expansion. I be- 
lieve 1 am not alone among Hun- 
garians in thinking that American 
soldiers should not die for Bud- 
apest, just as Hungarian soldiers do 
not wish to die for Kansas City. 

Recent polls have indicated 
that a very sizable chunk of the 
Hungarian population does nor 
wish to join another military 
block just a few years after Hun- 
gary left die Warsaw Pact. This is 
not to mention the exorbitant cost 
of joining NATO for Hungary, 
where many pensioners go with- 
out heat and electricity on the 
equivalent of $55 a month. Be- 
sides, which country would attack 
Hungary? Croatia? Slovenia? Or. 
perhaps, Austria? 

ISTVAN LOVAS. 

Bicske, Hungary. 

Nuclear Safeguards 

Regarding “ Nuclear Terror: 
Not ‘If but When" (Opinion. Nov. 
23] by A. M. Rosenthal : 

The nuclear material situation 
in the former Soviet Union is very 
problematic. There are still re- 
actors producing plutonium in 
Siberia that cannot be shut down 
because they are needed for 
power. 

Political stability cannot be im- 
posed on any country, but ad- 


equate safeguards can be devised 
to deal with any but extreme prob- 
lems. 

If the United States truly con- 
siders this a problem, then it could 
go a long way toward solving it by 
spending less than 10 percent of 
what the Republicans want to 
spend on anti-missile defenses to 
improve storage, disposal and 
safeguards in Russia. 

JACKCRANSHAW. 

Triesre, Italy. 

Plutonium Risk 

Hans Koning (Letters, Nov. 27 1 
writes that 200 grams of plutoni- 
um is in principle enough to kill 
all life on Earth. 

According to the 1 982 report of 
the United Nations Scientific 
Committee on the Effects of 
Atomic Radiation, between 1945 
and 1980 nuclear explosions dis- 
persed about 2.8 tons of plutoni- 
um-239 over the globe. Still, life 
exists. 

ZBIGNIEW JAWOROWSKL 
Warsaw. 


Leners intended for publica- 
tion should be addressed ” Leners 
to the Editor " and contain the 
writer's signature, name and full 
address. Letters should be brief 
and are subject to editing. We can- 
not be responsible for the return of 
unsolicited manuscripts. 


At Midpoint in America , 
It’s a Complicated Life 


By Ellen 

B oston — so why am i 
spending another holiday 
season in Bedford Falls rather 
than, say. Disney World? How did 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” become 
the ultimate Christmas classic, 
leaving even Rudolph the Red- 
Nosed" Reindeer in the shadows? 

It’s exactly 50 years since 
George Bailey, small -’town banker 


MEANWHILE 

and self-described failure, fust 
contemplated cinematic suicide on 
Christmas Eve. The dark journey 
through his disappointed dreams 
doesn't seem like a deck- the- halls 
sort of flick. No amount of col- 
orizing could make this a joyful 
palette until the angel Clarence 
leads George on a tour of what 
Bedford Falls would have been 
like without him. As Jimmy Stew- 
art once said, Frank Capra “made 
you pay for the happy endings.” 

A half-century ago, the movie 
was considered loo grim for the 
season. The year 1 946 brought the 
first real postwar Christmas in 
America, when there was finally 
enough chocolate on the shelves 
and cars on the lots. Capra's film 
was rushed into theaters because 
the utterly forgettable “Sin bad 
the Sailor” was behind schedule. 

Many of the reviews were less 
than boffo. The New Yorker said 
the dialogue was “so mincing as 
to border on baby talk.” The New 
York Times described the movie 
as a “figment of simple Pony- 
anna platitudes.” Some filed 
away it under “Capra -com.” 

Nor did the audiences make it a 
runaway success. This celebra- 
tion of the man who stayed home 
in his small town played at a time 
when veterans were loading up 
the cars and heading for Chicago 
or L.A. Here was a film about the 
value of small, daily struggles in 
an era of released ambition and 
surging optimism. It was not until 
the'70s mat the movie became a 
holiday tradition and the '90s that 
it became a certified classic that 
resonates more with our times 
than with its own. 

Jeanine Basinger, who runs the 
cinema archives at Wesleyan 
University, has a hunch that the 
movie fits this season like a mit- 
ten because “people are evalu- 
ating their own lives at Christmas 
and New Year's.” She says: 
“George Bailey is the guy who 


Goodman 

warned more from life, he wanted 
to get out of town, do exciting 
thi ngs. Instead he has whai a lot of 
us have at holidays, a job, a fam- 
ily. a house that's falling apart-” 
Michael Medved, a cultural 
critic, thinks it fits our era be- 
cause America has gone through 
the same tour that George took 
with Clarence. “We’ve seen an 
alternative universe,” he says, 
“seen what blight and hopeless- 
ness look like and now want to 
come home to Bedford Falls.” 

At the risk of adding to the 
gloom, my own sense is that “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” is a midlife 
movie. In the ’90s, a whole gen- 
eration has hit midlife. And so has 
the country. The possibilities of 
America once seemed as limitless 
as an unopened gift box. But 
today we talk more about stew- 
ardship than starting fresh. 

If there's a word that comes up 
with middle-aged persistence, 
it's responsibility. What Capra 
does is to make responsibility 
seem heroic rather than dull. 

Do the emotional seams show 
in this movie? Of course. The 
film noir sequence when the 
banker-hero sees Bedford Falls as 
an X-rated Pott era ville is a touch 
campy for my modem eyes. 
Would Donna Reed's Mary truly 
have become an old-maid librar- 
ian but for the grace of George? 

As for the notion that a missing 
person “leaves an awful hole,” 
in Clarence’s phrase, is it too 
skeptical for the season to ask 
how wide a hole? For how long? 
It takes an angel, albeit “second 
class,” to convince George that 
his life mattered. But this is a 
movie, not an existential play. It 
is Capra's intention to find mean- 
ing in midlife. He caps the long 
night of George's soul with the 
happy ending of a full-tilt town 
love fest that has since tapped a 
half-century of good feelings. 

The bad guy of Bedford Falls 
doesn’t get his comeuppance. 
The good guy will have next 
year's creditors to meet and kids 
to raise. He may never slough off 
his yearning or his doubts. 

But in this era when super- 
heroes are killing machines, those 
of us who also yearn and face 
limits go back and back again to 
see George Bailey create a decent 
life. Who can fault a movie that 
calls such a life wonderful? 

The Boston Globe. 
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Christmas Dinner at Tiffany’s: Tips From a Tastemaker 



By Suzy Menkes 

Intcnuwnjl HfrjlJ Tribune 


N EW YORK — The 
Duke of Windsor 
had a phrase for the 
bucolic Edwardian 
Christinas of his royal child- 
hood — all groaning tables, 
barons of beef and flunkies 
with silver trays proffering 
plum puddings' He called ft 
“Dickens in a Carrier set- 
ting." 


To capture the flavor of the 
upscale American holiday 
season, think Edith Wharton 
interpreted by Tiffany: crisp 
red-and- white table cloths, 
sparkling crystal glasses, fat 
white candles in sculpted sil- 
ver candlesticks, plates circled 
with wine-red flowers. 

“The fable is a place of 
ceremony — a domestic altar 
and the last great daily ritual in 
life." says John Loring. design 
director* and tastemaker of 


Tiffany. "The stage is set to 
play a role and people need 
props and accessories." 

And there they are. laid out 
in succulent splendor on the 
pages of "A Tiffany Christ- 
mas" (Doubkday). the last of 
a series of books Loring cre- 
ated with the late Jacqueline 
Onassis. who was choosing 
the images just before her fi- 
nal illness. 

If you want to know how to 
create a tasteful tree, there are 


molten-gold sarin ribbons, 
gilded pine cones and striped 
candy canes, but definitely no 
tinsel. Kids driving you mad 
with their electronic toys? 
Then escape in your imagin- 
ation to Anne Bass's chil- 
dren's party where the tree is 
garlanded with popcorn, the 
gingerbread men are per- 
fectly chiseled and crackers 
are laid out beside china 
* ’handprinted in the Austrian 
Tyrol." Bored with turkey, 
pheasant and goose? Then try 
BUI Blass's Connecticut 
Christmas, where a "designer 
meat loaf ' and ‘ ‘baked russet 
potatoes” are served up on 
green -and -white plates on a 
waxed wooden table. 


sad. T wouldn’t want Car- 
oline to think that you are 
supposed io put sweet pota- 
toes in orange peel.* " The 


picture went. 

It is hard to tell whether 




T HE book is a vision 
of a mythical world: 
May all our Christ- 
mases be right and all 
the gifts wrapped in Tiffany’s 
blue-sky boxes. Or. as Andy 
Warhol put it in bis 1976 di- 
aries tone of the Christmas 
commentaries that punctuate 
the text): "It was a magazine 
Christinas — the decorations 
and the food and the house 
were just like a spread in Mc- 
Calls or House and Garden, 
like what a house should look 
like on Christmas." Warhol 
even contributed to Tiffany in 
the ’60s by designing Christ- 
mas cards. 

Ten years in the making 
t "because we never had 
enough Christmas pic- 
tures"). the book is intended 
both as a style manual and as a 
social document, like the Lor- 
ing-Onassis "Tiffany Par- 
ries" that was published in 
1989 and is a monument to 
the opulence, glamour and os- 
tentation of the era. 

Did Onassis really, as Lor- 
ing suggests, “edit every 
word and line" of that record 
of lavish parties? (Think one 
million flowers for one night 
at the Waldorf Astoria and 
floating tropical gardens in a 
Beverly Hills swimming pool 
for a Hawaiian ambiance.) 

*Tve never seen anyone 
give greater attention to de- 
tail," says Loring. “When 
she saw the pictures of a 
Thankgiving dinner at 
Nashville, Tennessee, she 
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A children's table set with Tiffany "Green Sprig" and " Biedermeier " potteries. 


Loring is admiring or ironic. 
He has an eager, boyish en- 
thusiasm that seems quintes- 
sentially American, coupled 
with a European sophistica- 
tion. (He spent his childhood 
on a ranch in Arizona and a 
decade of his youth in Paris 
and London.) What is certain 
is that be is the aesthetic eye 
behind Tiffany, where he bias 
worked for 18 years, and has 
thus presided over a period in 
which annual revenues bave 
risen from $700,000 to SI bil- 
lion. Yet the image of the 
store still retains its light- 
hearted. whimsical “Break- 
fast at Tiffany’s" image. 

The expansion mirrors the 
development of the luxury in- 
dustry over the last decade, as 
what was once the preserve of 
the carriage trade became 
everybody's aspirations. Or, 
as Loring puts it. “the plot and 
the audience broadened." 

His own early memories of 
Tiffany were of going to the 
Fifth Avenue store at Christ- 
mas as a teenager with his 
mother and finding h “vomit- 
ing crystal, lethal-weapon 
vases, very confused and ugly 
1950s things." 

Contrast that with today: 
pyramidal topiary and circles 
of greenery (tasteful Christ- 
mas decorations) rising above 
the jewelry counters with 
their glistening black pearls 
and the bold and colorful 
designs of Elsa Peretti and 
Paloma Picasso (a Loring 
protege since they were both 
in Yves Saint Laurent's set in 
Paris in the 1970s). 

Loring started his design 
career as an artist — as test- 
ified by the mural he painted 
in 1973 in the U.S. Custom 
House at the World Trade 
Center in New York. He was 
also an avid collector of Old 
Master prints and drawings 
from his earliest days as a 
student at Yale and at the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. 
Now, all his artistic energy 
and knowledge go into 
Tiffany, where every single 
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John Loring, Tiffany’s design director, admits that he is " hopelessly romantic. 


J. 


piece of merchandise, from 
silver cufflinks through a 
cache-DOt hand-painted in 


cache-pot hand-painted in 
Paris, is filtered through his 
sensibility. He has been ac- 
tively involved in many of the 
creations, like the best-selling 
Atlas watch, its design taken 
from the clock shouldered by 
Atlas on the facade of the 
Fifth Avenue store. 

If the store itself has in- 
spired him, that figures — for 
he describes tbe building (and 
Tiffany itself by implication) 
as “a triumph of streamlin- 
ing" based on a transporta- 
tion aesthetic. 

“It is the contribution 
America made to design." 
says Loring. “It is not a 
school of ornamentation or 
surface texture. It is pared 
down, debonair, dapper. And 
Tiffany is the American aes- 
thetic — the supreme court of 
taste in America." 

Loring’s contribution has 
been to create an artistic pat- 
rimony for Tiffany, making 
new product categories seem 
to be part of the overall image, 
and thus to direct the empori- 
um of decorative arts toward 


the future. He works with the 
world's silversmiths, ceram- 
icisis, china and glass man- 
ufacturers to encourage them 
to create new arts and crafts 
worthy of Tiffany. 

“I understand how to or- 
chestrate craftsmanship." he 
says. 


C REATING the myr- 
iad objects sold in 
100 stores world- 
wide and through 
the catalogue might seem a 
heavy responsibility, but Lor- 
ing wears it lightly. He uses 
his enthusiasm for cooking 
and entertaining and his brisk 
social life to give vitality, rel- 
evance and modernity to what 
goes on sale or on display m 
table settings that are meant to 
reflect the modem world. 

What is modem? He pro- 
duces a faded photograph of 
the Duchess of Windsor party- 
ing in the 1950s to show how 
imaginative in contrast the 
current tables seem, with their 
colorful linens and settings and 
“tidal waves and avalanches 
of exotic flowers." 

So it is with the modern 


Christmas — which. Loring; 
claims, is an American phe- 
nomenon. “A Tiffany Christ- 
mas" features English aris- 
tocratic settings like the 
Marquess of Bath serving 
kedgeree at Longleat House 
and Christinas morning 
breakfast in bed with William 
Waldorf Astor at Cliveden 
Place (a pearl necklace re- 
places the well-stuffed stock- 
ing). But the most classy de- 
cors are Susan Gutfreund's 
St. Nicholas breakfast (heart- 
shaped silk pillows and be- 
luga caviar) and the 1984 hoi- ^ 
iday dinner at Grade Man-.'* 
sion for Ed Koch, then mayor 
of New York. 

These vignettes of so- 
called “modem" life remain 
traditional — no stainless 
steel Christmas trees or high- 
tech interiors. 

If the world of art and 
design is divided betw een ro- 
mantics and classicists. where 
does Loring — and therefore 
Tiffany — stand? 

“I’m hopelessly ro- 
mantic," he replies. “But 1 
have a knowledge of what's 
classic." 
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In Vegas, a Manhattan Transfer Winks at the Strip 


By Benjamin Forgey 

ll jjli/cvt.’n Post Sen ice 


L AS VEGAS — The 
’80s never ended in 
this crazy desert 
town. The boom 
didn't stop. Instead, the 
parade of casino-hotels along 
the fabled Strip grew longer 
and ever more fanciful. 

Nor is there a halt in sight. 
The coming year will begi n as 
every new year has for nearly 
a decade — with the opening 
of yet another gigantic 
gambling den with beds (and 
much, much more) attached. 
There were more than 16.000 
hotel rooms under construc- 
tion during 1996. 

New York New York — 
next year's early addition to 
the Strip, opening Jan. 3 — is 
not. relatively speaking, all 
that big. Though with 2,100 
rooms it comfortably outsizes 
the Sheraton Washington, the 
capital's biggest hotel, it's a 
pipsqueak in the new Vegas. 
It stands right across the Strip 
from the MGM Grand, which 
weighs in at more than 5,000 
rooms and is said to be the 
largest in the world 
But the new hotel makes up 
in exclamatory image what it 
lacks (if that is the word) in 
size — it cuts through the dry 
desert air with a crisp silhou- 
ette of the Manhattan skyline, 
complete with replicas of the 
Chrysler and Empire State 


has changed mightily. Along 
with bigger and brighter, the 
idea is to make your product 
into something like the 
biggest billboard in the world. 
New hotels such as New York 
New York, Luxor (a pyramid 
larger than any in EgyqfJt, and 
made of glass to boot) and 
Excalibur (a romantic “Euro- 
pean" castle) are prime ex- 
amples of architecture in 
which communication coams 
at least as much as function. 

Such buildings no longer 
need huge, splashy signs. 
They are signs. What they 
promise is exotic, safe fun. 
Yet oddly enough, as the 
buildings get stranger, as the 
degree of architectural im- 
age-making approaches a 
breaking point, tbe Las Vegas 
Strip is beginning to seem in- 
creasingly familiar. A certain 
homogenization is at work. 
Tbe Strip seems more and 
more like other so-called 
“destination resorts" — in 
particular, more like the Dis- 
ney places of tbe world 


Strip. They pointed out that in 
an architectural environment 
dominated by the automobile, 
the outrageous signs played 
key roles — luring motorists 
to one-story casinos that were 
almost invisible behind buge 
parking lots. 


T HREE decades later, 
the visual excitement 
remains, but the 
desert no longer is 
right on tbe other side of the 
parking lot, so some of the 
oddness is gone. (Tbe parking 
lot, in fact, is more likely to be 
an eight-story garage.) Only a 
precious few of the early 
signs still stand The newer 
signs still are bright and big, 
but they are more like con- 
ventional marquees — they 
convey needed information, 
mainly about entertainers and 
bargains in gaming or eating. 


In any case, they are dwarfed 
now by the buildings. 

What propels it ad, of 
course, is money. In 1 968, the 
state of Nevada decided to 
allow corporations as well as 
individuals to own casinos. 
With far greater resources 
than even mob-connected 
types, corporate owners were 
able, as they say in Econ 101, 
to expand the physical planL 

Tbe combination ofhi^h- 
rise hotels with gambling 
casinos was inevitable. As 
Alan Hess points out, owners 
sooner or later were bound to 
figure ran the formula: “A 
certain number of rooms 
meant a certain number of 
customers losing money at 
the casino." The transform- 
ation began tentatively in the 
late ’50s — but didn’t reach 
its apogee until the '80s boom 
began in earnest. 
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New York New York, the nei\’est theme hotel in Vegas. 


CROSSWORD 




G ambling does 

give the place a cer- 
tain edginess, an 
existential coldness 
that Disneylands are designed 
to eliminate from view. 

In a single foolish night 
you can, after all, gamble 
away your car. your house, 
your dog. But except for 
gambling — which the in- 
dustry defines as another 
form of entertainment — 
blatant sin is no longer all that 
obvious in Sin City. 

Tom Wolfe was the first 
outsider to pay any serious ai- 
tention to Vegas style in a 1964 i 
Esquire article whose title was 
a verbal equivalent of Vegas’s 
visual (and aural) punch: “Las 
Vegas (What?) Las Vegas 
(Can’t hear you! Too noisy) ! 
Las Vegas!!!" In 1968, Robert ' 
Venturi, Denise Scott Brown 
and Steven Izenour took a 
group of Yale University ar- 
chitecture students on a re- 
search mission to the gambling 
oasis, and die findings became 
an influential book: “Learning 
From Las Vegas." 

Both Wolfe and these ar- 
chitects were discoverers of 
the previously unheralded 
cultural merits of the brilliant, 
enormous signs that lined die 
Strip. Wolfe celebrated the 
artistry of the signmakers — 
“the designer-sculptor ge- 
niuses of Las Vegas.' ' Venturi 
and his associates ferreted out 
the urban order dial underlay 
the apparent chaos of the 


son no World Trade Center), 
plus a roller coaster and the 
Brooklyn Bridge. 

With the parched mountains 
of southern Nevada etched 
against a big sky as a back- 
ground. New York New York 
is a strange sight These are 
precisely the qualities its ar- 
chitect and developers were 
looking for. Because of that 
image, Neil Gaskin, the ar- 
chitect, predicts the casino- 
hotel will be the city’s “big- 
gest, most successful attrac- 
tion for a long, long time. 


I T is clear that the old 
commandment of com- 
merce on the Strip — 
build bigger and brighter 
than the competition — is still 
in force. The Strip remains 
the epitome of that most 
American of 20th-century 
spatial constructs, the com- 
mercial strip shopping center. 
As the author Alan Hess has 
noted, it is a nonpareil "out- 
door museum of American 
popular culture." 

But the mighty Vegas Strip 
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TV’s Interactive Niche 

Hotel Pay-per-View Is Growing Up 


. By James Sterngold 

— tovThrkTbnasJiL 

: . ■ LOS ANGELES — Interactive tele- 
vision may stiD be .ewSSfcFS 
audience m the home, bat Sm-£e 

f ltina y ^ve finally found 

3 ^ maricet T~ business travelers, 
i fie companies that are delivering it 
the opes that have profited from 
offering hotel guests soft-core porno- 
graphic movies. ■ 

tJL ll !!Jte W0!k 8041 *hey will 
begm unfolding next year, toe TV will 
become for business executives the 

nervecenteroftfae hotel a place to make 
re^rvahoos. Older flowers or food, send 

an “J eceTve e-mail or surf the Internet 
One of the first hotels to offer the 
new services, both on and off the In- 
temet, win be the Hilton Hotel at San 
Francisco International Airport, start- 
mg in January. Tests are expected to 
follow at other hotels later, although the 
companies will not yet disclose where. 

Right now, pay-per-view companies 
provide hotels. rndnHino hi® r4»W ln,^ 


Hflton, Hyatt and Marriott, with Hol- 
lywood movies as well as the more 
popular erotic films. But they are hying 
to wean themselves from reliance on a 
single product, imd they think delivering 
Internet access is the way to do ft. 

“The adult product has been one of 
the economic pillars of the industry,” 


said Robert Kavner, the new chief ex- 
ecutive of On Command Corp., the 
largest pay-per-view company. "That 
was true for the VCR, too. But I have 
much higher expectations from hotel 
guests. As we broaden the program- 
ming we offer, the adult product will 
' become less important. I feinir every- 
one wants that.” 

Not only are legions of business 
travelers eager for such services, ex- 
ecutives at some companies say, but 
installing the systems to provide them 
is easier and cheaper than in private 
homes because the wiring is in {Mace to 
connect scares trf television sets. 

Within months, large blocks of hotel 
rooms are expected to undergo at least 
partial conversions to enable pay-per- 
view companies to deliver Internet ser- 
vices. - 

"They are realizing that they now 
have -the right of eotiy into all those 
hotels, with access to a sophisticated 
customer who is willing to pay for a lot 
of services,” said Brian Schecter, an 
analyst at Panl Kagan Associates. 

* 'Whether they are able to successfully 
make that work is another question.” 

Mr. Schecter added: "They are 
starting out at the high end of the 
business, with people who are already 
paying $175 a night for a hotel room. 
Spending another few dollars for the 
Internet is nothing to them.” 



Travelers who carry laptops with In- 
ternet access will not need many of the 
new services. But plenty of other hotel 
guests will the providers assume. 

Hotels making the switch not only 
stand to make a few extra dollars per 
room every week, but also will be 
solving a growing problem: over- 
loaded phone lines. 

Chris Elam, the corporate director of 
rooms at Hyatt Hotels Corp., said 
guests ’phone calls used to average just 
seven minutes, meaming that 50 trunk 
lines could generally handle the phone 


traffic for a 500-room hotel. But with 
more business travelers carrying 
laptop computers and using them to 
explore the Internet, he said, calls can 
often run to three hours, overwhelming 
the phone systems. If the pay-per-view 
companies can offer Internet access on 
their own phone lines, dial would ease 
the stress, Mr. Elam said. 

For the pay-per-view companies, the 
embrace of new technologies comes as 
something of a relief, at least in terms of 

See HOTELS, Page 15 


Will Jobs’s Return Resuscitate Apple? Stay Tuned 


^ . By John Markoff 

New Tort Jma Service 

SAN FRANCISCO — Now that 
Apple Computer Inc. has decided to buy 
Next Software Inc., the brainchild of 
Apple’s co-founder, Steve Jobs, die 
world is waiting to see if Apple can 
reinvent itself and rec laim the mantle as 
the technology leader of die personal- 
computer industry. 

. To be successful in marrying its 
software to the Nextstep operating sys- 
tem, Apple Computer will need to - 
quickly woo -thousands of Macintosh 
developers by convincing them that the 
new Next-Macintosh hybrid will be a 
strong technical c omp etitor to 


crosoft Corp.’s Windows 95 and NT 
progra ms. . 

Apple hopes dial Next features, such 
its ability to support powerful software- 
development languages, will be so at- 
tractive that developers will be willing 
bodi to write new programs for it and to 
rewrite their existing software. 

“The key is to convince developers 
of innovative new software products 
that they can make those products ran 
best or only on your operating system." 
Mr. Jobs said. 

Hecanprobably make that case better 
than anyone. In the end, part of Apple’s 
decision undoubtedly came down to the 
simple feet that Mr. Jobs’s most valu- 
abte asset is his marketing 'skill, ’and 


marketing is the area where Apple has 
lost the most ground. 

The company needed to do something 
quickly to counteract the growing per- 
ception that Apple was washed up in the 
face of the computer industry's over- 
whelming adoption of Microsoft soft- 
ware and Intel microprocessors. 

Before the dramatic decision to buy 
Next Software for $400 million last 
week, Apple had considered other op- 
tions. including the former Apple ex- 
ecutive Jean-Louis Gassee’s Be Inc., 
Sun Microsystems Inc.’s Solaris and 
even an obviously desperate alternative: 
Microsoft’s Windows NT. 

- Although die Be system was in sev- 
oral" ways mote modem than Nextstep, 


Germany Dresses Up 
Its Accounts by Selling 
Shares in Lufthansa 


the ability to attract programmers back 
to the Apple camp may have proved an 
overriding advantage. More important, 
if Apple’s technical team can deliver a 
commercial version of a new Macintosh 
operating system within a year, the 
Nextstep software could permit Apple 
to make quick inroads on Microsoft 

"The interesting thing about 
Nextstep is that it was somewhere be- 
tween five and seven years ahead of 
everyone else,” said Eric Schmidt 
chief technical officer of Sun Microsys- 
tems. “It's a beautiful piece of work.” 

One advantage of Nextstep will be 
the ease of programming offered by 

See APPLE, Page 15 


By John Schmid 

Jni emotional Herald Tribune 

FRANKFURT — The government 
sold its remaining 35.7 percent stake in 
Lufthansa AG to a stale-owned bank, 
officials said Monday, in a transaction 
that will allow it to dress up its balance 
sheet by booking the profit for this year. 

In an unusual transaction, the gov- 
ernment sold the stake, valued at 2.8 
billion Deutsche marks ($1.8 billion), 
for 2.1 billion DM to Krediianstalt filer 
Wiederaufbau. where the shares will be 
'‘parked” before being resold to the 
public next year. 

The bank will then return to the gov- 
ernment 99 percent of the difference 
between the 2.1 billion DM and the 
actual sales price when the shares are 
sold to the public. 

The government will be able to list 
the 2.1 billion DM as profit for 1996. 

“The headline numbers will look 
slightly better this year, for what it's 
worth,” said HolgarSchmieding, senior 
economist at Merrill Lynch in Frank- 
fun. Ruetger Teuscher, an economist at 
Deutsche Bank Research GmbH in 
Frankfurt, called the transaction, which 
involved 380 million shares of 
Lufthansa, "window dressing.” 

The two-step transfer is seen by econ- 
omists mainly as a way for Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel to defend his 
fiscal reputation after heavy govern- 
ment borrowing this year gave ammuni- 
tion to opponents, who accused him of 
mismanagement. 

Mr. Waigel twice was forced to revise 
his projections for foil-year borrowing 
targets because of unexpected increases 
in unemployment payments and weak tax 
revenue. 

Mr. Waigel backed away from a cap of 
60 billion DM on net public borrowing 
and now concedes that borrowing will 
total more than 70 billion DM this year. 

The sale of Lufthansa draws attention 
to Bonn ‘s spotty record on privatizations 
this year. In its 1996 budget, the gov- 
ernment ambitiously figured it would 
raise 9 billion DM in privatization rev- 
enue by selling stakes in 15 companies. 

Instead, only two assets were sold 
other than Lufthansa. 

The most prominent, the sale of 20 


percent of Deutsche Telekom AG. was 
actually a capital increase rather than a 
privatization, because the revenue was 
kept for company use and not trans- 
feired to the government. 

That leaves Bonn "s stake in the Neck- 
ar AG utility, which was sold for 89 
million DM. 

Bonn already had budgeted for the 
last leg of Lufthansa's privatization in 
1 996, but the flotation was snagged by a 
legal technicality: The government 
must ensure that a majority of the airline 
remains in the hands of German in- 
vestors. Bilateral air traffic agreements 
would be void if Lufthansa passed into 
foreign control. 

The sale to investors is thus stalled 
until Parliament passes a law allowing 
the government to expropriate Lufthansa 
shares if necessary to ensure that the 
majority of the carrier remains German. 

Parliament is expected to pass the law 
by the middle of next year, meaning the 
final sale should take place in the second 
half of 1 997. That could benefit the gov- 
ernment. equity analysts said, because 
the value of die stake could rise beyond 
2.8 billion DM. leading to an increase in 
the amount paid back by Kreditanstalt 
filer Wiederaufbau when it eventually 
sells the Lufthansa shares to the public. 
On the other hand, if Lufthansa stock 
falls, the government has already booked 
some profit. Lufthansa shares closed at 
20.70 DM. up 0.20. 

■ Air France Plans Express Unit 

Air France plans to create a parcel 
express division after it absorbs its Air 
France Europe division April 1, the car- 
rier's director general Sten GrotenfelL, 
said, according to a Reuters report from 
Paris. He said Air France and Air France 
Europe's express deliver)’ activities and 
postal delivery interests would be folded 
into one operation. 

“We want to take part of this market; 
with our present network, we can com- 
pete with people like Federal Express 
and DHL to some extent,” he said, re- 
ferring to major U.S. competitors. "We 
can also compete positively to certain 
destinations. We already do some of their 
business." He said Air France intended 
to expand its sales and marketing activ- 
ities in the express field. 
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Thinking Ahead /Commentary 

The U.S. Needs a Strategic Trade Chief 


By Reginald Dale 

International Herald Tribune 
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W ASHINGTON— When he 
was put in charge of U.S. 
trade policy four years ago, - 
Mickey Kantor made no 
secret of his prime objective: to' .get 
President Bill Clinton re-dected- Now 
that Mr. Clinton has fought and won Iris 
final election, there is no more excuse 
for treating trade as a kind of subdi- 
vision of domestic politics. 

Mr. Clinton says he wants his legacy 
to be (hat he prepared America for die 
I 21st century. Anrang^feerthings, dial 
must mean addressing America’s future 

role in the world economy, the values it 

wants enshrined in the global system 
a nd the real nature of long-term U.S. 
economic interests. Trade policy is cen- 
tral to all these questions. 

! Yet rather than look for a strate gic 
thinker to be his new trade represen- 
tative. Mr. Clinton has turned in Char- - 
lene Barshefsky, another combative, 
narrowly focused lawyer in the Mickey 
Kantor mold, who has held the post on 
an acting basis since Mr. Kantor moved 
to the Commerce Department last 

. ^ S * > Ms! Barsbefcky’s record does not 


perspective to fee job. Like Mr- K5ntoi% 
she seems to believe that U5.- trade 
policy is essentially the sum of short- 
term actions to promote whatever 

American special interest happens to be 

on the menu of the day. 

Whether or not tins style aided Mr. 


Clmton’s re-election, ithas certainly not 
helped US. trade policy. Mr. Kantor’s 
abrasive “results oriented” approach 
alienated most of America's allies and 
allowed Japan to pose successfully as 
fee champion of nee trade against fee 
United States. 

■ ““Oh the broader trade front, after com- 
peting toe two major initiatives inher- 
ited ’from President George Bush — die 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
and the Uruguay Round of multilateral 

Charlene Barshefsky ’s 
record does not suggest 
that she will Jbring 
much global perspective 
to the job. 

trade negotiations — the Clinton ad- 
nrimsrranon has basically marked time 
over the past two years. Rather than do 
anything that might alarm American 
voters, it has allowed. U.S. leadership of 
the worid trade system to lapse. 

That leadership will be bard to regain, 
even supposing that Washington wants 
to do so. The United States is increas- 
ingly n’ksmdnninfl one of the corner- 
stones of its successful post-war in- 
ternational economic policy — the 
belief that America’s funda m ental in- 
terest in multilateral trade liberalization 
is of over-riding importance. 

With the Cold War over, Washington 
no lodg feels it needs to make economic 


concessions to other countries to keep 
them in the Western camp. Hie new 
emphasis is on the “aggressive” as- 
sertion of narrow American interests 
and strict reciprocity for any U.S. con- 
cessions — an approach fear Ms. 
Barshefsky shares. 

So, unfortunately, does much of the 
Republican-led Congress — to the ex- 
tent that it thinks about trade at all. The 
taste for aggression perpetuates the fal- 
lacious belief that trade is war by other 
means — a misconception the trade 
representative should be combating, not 
fostering. 

Of course the trade representative 
should be a tough negotiator. But it is 
essential not to forget that the United 
States — as the world’s largest exporter 
and the most open major economy — 
has a vital interest in continuing eco- 
nomic liberalization and a strong, niles- 
based multilateral trading system. 

Someone must keep that basic truth 
constantly before the public eye if pro- 
tectionist forces and supporters of coun- 
terproductive economic sanctions are to 
be resisted. It is not at all clear who, if 
anyone, in the new administration will 
assume that function if Ms. Barshefsky 
is unwilling or unable to do so. 

Actually, the person in the admin- 
istration who is most aware of Amer- 
ica's need to adapt to and lead the global 
economy is probably Mr. Clinton him- 
self. Perhaps the best thing Ms. Barsbef- 
sky could do is persuade him to take on 
the leadership and educational role on 
trade — it is after all his legacy that is at 
stake. 
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BASE YOUR 1 BUSINESS 



Xn the everchauging and dynamic Polish market, 
you need a strong basis for your business operations. A 
firmly based local bank. 

PBK SA is such a bank. Providing local know-how and 
service of international standard. We are 
a one-stop solution to your banking needs in Poland. 


Our headquarters is based in Warsaw - the country's 
business centre. When doing business outside 
the capital you can take advantage of 62 PBK SA 
branches throughout the whole country. 

So when doing business in Poland, base it on a solid 
bank - PBK SA. Poland's most reliable bank. 



Powszechny Bank Kredytowy SA w Warszawie 

#12 Nowy jSwfal Si. WHOO Wbrsaw, Poland tel,: 04J5-22 061 77 77 far. 04J4-22 hJN W* 88 
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Investor's America 
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Very briefly: 


• Mercantile Bancorp Inc. agreed to acquire Roosevelt 
Financial Group Inc. for SI. 07 billion, as the Missouri bank 
prepared to compete with rivals. 

• American General Corp. said it planned to purchase Home 
Beneficial Corp.. a life insurance company in Richmond. 
Virginia, for $665 million. 

■ Archer Daniels Midland Co. said it would buy W. R. 
Grace & Co/s cocoa business for about $430 million in cash 
and debt. 

• Oracle Corp. said Jack Kemp had rejoined its board, which 
he had left in September after being named vice presidential 
candidate for the Republican Pam’. 

• Chase Manhattan Bank agreed to let First Data Corp. 
process credit-card transactions for merchants amounting to 
$90 billion in processing volume that Chase previously 
handled itself. 

• Hard Rock Cafe International said it acquired the op- 

erations and licensing rights of Hard Rock Canada from 
Lettuce Serview Inc. for S6 1 million. Bioomtvre 


Weekend Box Office 

T/n- -IsweiatrJ Pn ss 

LOS ANGELES — “Beavis and Bun-head Do America” 
dominated the U.S. box office over the weekend, with a gross 
of $20.5 million. Following are the Top 10 moneymakers, 
based on Friday's ticket sales and estimated sales for Saturday 
and Sunday. 


Canada’s 2-Track Economy 

Alberta Prospers While the East Languishes 


By Howard Schneider 

UtarAfHj.'ftwi Post Sen-ice 

CALGARY, Alberta — Given 
the job of re-engineering the ven- 
erable Canadian Pacific Railway 
Co., executives packed their cor- 
porate bags last summer and trans- 
ferred their headquarters from 
Montreal to this booming oil-patch 
town near the Rocky Mountains. 

The shake-up made sense eco- 
nomically; Canadian Pacific’s 
business lately has concentrated on 
shipping minerals, grains and other 
commodities out of the country's 
Western resource belt But it also 
was symbolic of some of the larger 
trends that analysts say have po- 
sitioned parts of Canada’ s economy 
for a golden era of strong profit and 
low inflation, while leaving several 
East Coast provinces and other 
pockets of the country with stag- 
gering rates of joblessness. 

Alberta has been one of the win- 
ners in a nationwide process of job 
creation and destruction that has 
given Canada's economy a pro- 
nounced dualism. Many of the 
chief indicators of economic 
health are strong and growing 
stronger, and by some estimates 1 
million jobs have been created 
since the early 1990s. Yet unem- 
ployment nationally remains 
lodged near 10 percent, nearly 
double the U.S. rate. 

In the case of Canadian Pacific, 
the company shed hundreds of jobs 
in the process of moving west, but 


still brought 900 employees with it. 
It plans to hire an additional 300 
from a local work force with a 
reputation for competitiveness. 

Decisions like that have runted 
Alberta from a resource-depend- 
ent province into one with a grow- 
ing manufafcturing sector and a 
jobless rate far below the national 
average. 

“We were trying to create this 
dynamic, aggressive culture” at 
Canadian Pacific, a company with 
a patriarchal place in Canada's his- 
tory but stodgy modern results, 
said Fred Green, the vice president 
who oversaw the relocation. Al- 
berta has the lowest tax rates in the 
country, but Mr. Green said the 
company also ‘‘looked at Calgary 
as entrepreneurial, can-do, let's 
ger this thing done.” 

It has betin a tanner year for 
Canada's economy on a number of 
fronts. International studies have 
predicted the country will have the 
best economic performance of any 
developed nation in the coming 
year. The Canadian dollar has been 
growing stronger, and the Toronto 
Stock Exchange, fueled by foreign 
investment and a boom in the re- 
source sector, has set records. 

The federal budget deficit, after 
reaching critical proportions in the 
early 1990s, is now almost gone. 

Also, the benefits of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
and expanding global trade overall 
are starting to be felt. Exports have 
nearly doubled since 1991. 


But so far. there has been little 
sense of prosperity in the economy 
as a whole. Jobs remain a major 
concern in opinion polls, and con- 
sumer spending has yet to respond 
to the country's low interest rates. 

Indications of prosperity mask 

the turmoil underneath: Thousands 
of new jobs may have been created, 
but many were lost as companies 
restructured, closed or merged. 

As with other industrialized 
economies, skilled workers did 
well here during the transition, 
while those rooted in traditional 
industries or with less education 
have struggled. While Alberta has 

to employ 50,000 In t^mo logy- 
based businesses, for example, 
Newfoundland is saddled with 13 
percent unemployment following 
the collapse of its fisheries. 

“We are dealing with some 
fairly significant changes,” said 
John Jung, head of the Calgary 
Economic Development Author- 
ity. “We constantly have people 
moving here who are bringing in- 
vestment wealth and intellectual 
wealth and drive.” 

Many analysts, and the govern- 
ment of Pnine Minister Jean 
Chretien, argue that all the pieces 
are in place for strong employment 
and income gains. Outers disagree, 
saying a fixation on eliminating 
inflation and public deficits, 
coupled with the destruction of 
jobs through technology, has left 
little new money to trickle down. 


Year- End Wariness 
Holds Stocks Back 


Bets on U.K. Rate Rise Lift Pound 
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NEW YORK — The pound rose 
Monday afieT the release of minutes 
from a monetary policy meeting ap- 
peared to suggest the Bank of Eng- 
land would push for higher interest 
rates soon. 

The minutes showed that the 
Bank of England’s governor. Eddie 
George, and the chancellor of the 
Exchequer. Kenneth Clarke, agreed 
at their meeting Oct. 30 that an 
increase of 25 basis points, or a 
quarter of a percentage point, in 
British interest rates would be 
enough, but that Mr. George said a 
move of (hat size might nor help 
Britain reach its inflation target. 

Because of signs of strong retail 
sales in the Christmas shopping 


period, analysts said they expected 
Mr. George to push strongly for 
another rate increase when he met 
with Mr. Clarke on Jan. 15. 

“Recent data have been strong.” 
and it is difficult to see how another 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

rate increase next month can be 
avoided. Jeremy Hawkins, chief 
economist at Bank of America in 
London, said. 

The pound rose to $1.6765 from 
$1 .6703 in New York on Friday. 

The dollar, meanwhile, fell to 
1 14.075 yen from 1 14.345 yen Fri- 
day but rose to 1 3370 Swiss francs 
from 1.3340 francs, to 5.2455 
French francs from 5.2375 francs 


and to 1 3547 Deutsche marks from 
13518 DM. The Swiss franc was 
kept under pressure by concern 
about a restructuring in the Swiss 
banking system. 

The Bank of France’s decision to 
bold interest rates steady kept the 
franc under pressure. Analysts still 
expect France to lower rates at the 
next meeting of the Bank of France’s 
monetary policy committee. 

Fiance's finance minister, Jean 
Arthuis, told the German daily Han- 
dels biatt the exchange rate between 
the franc and the mark reflected fun- 
damental economic conditions. He 
S3id France would continue efforts to 
qualify for the single European cur- 
rency. ( Reuters . Bridge Neves, 

Bloomberg. AFX 


CaegiM K Our SuJFtib ttofWfen 

NEW YORK — Stock prices 
were mixed Monday, held hack as 
investors decided to book profits 
before die year-end. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age closed up 4.62 points at 
6,489.02, but declining issues out- 
numbered advancing ones by a 5- 
to4 ratio on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 

"Considering the run-up last 
week, the market is holding itself in 
rather impressive form,” said Mi- 
chael Metz, chief investment 
strategist at Oppenhermer & Co. 
* ‘ We’ ve got a lot of random noise in 
the market in the days right before 
Christmas.” 

Stocks were weighed down by 
concern that the next move on mon- 
etary policy by the Federal Reserve 
Board will be to raise interest rates. 

That concern was reinforced by 
government reports showing a re- 
bound in personal incomes in 
November and surprising strength 
in consumer spending at the start of 
the Christmas sales season. 

The Commerce Department said 
personal income rose 03 percent 
last month after being flat in Oc- 
tober. It was the strongest showing 
since back-to-back gains of 0.6 per- 
cent in August and September. 

Consumer spending was up 03 
percent in November. While that 
was down from a 0.7 percent gain in 
October, it was still a slightly bigger 
increase than many analysts had 
been expecting. 

Stock investors saw the data as a 
signal that higher rates and lower 
profits were ahead. 

Bnt Treasury bond traders were 
not disturbed by the reports. Ana- 
lysts stud bond traders were more 
interested in recent assessments of 
economic growth, such as private 
studies and anecdotal accounts of 
how much business retailers were 
ringing up. 

“Over the weekend, there was 
some tempering of enthusiasm 
about retail sales,” said Alan Ack- 
erman. a market analyst at Fahne- 
siock & Co. “While stores are busy, 
there appears to be more browsing 
than buying.” 

The price of the benchmark 30- 
year bond rose 7/32 point, to 98 31/ 
32. while the vreid fell to 638 per- 
cent from 6.60 percent Friday. 

The outlook for slower growth in 
corporate profits will make braids 
more attractive to investors in the 
next few months, said Richard Gil- 
hooly of Paribas Capital Markets. 

“Stocks are factoring. m overly 
optimistic earnings expectations,'' 


he said. “As earnings growth de- 
celerates further, the bond market 
will beein to outperform."’ 

Bonds are already “too cheap 
partly because of a spare of sales by 
corporations, said Jim Madelmay- 
er. a trader at Dresdner Securities :r« 
New York. Underwriters often sell 
Treasury issues to hedge against 
lasses on new corporate securities. 

.Among individual stocks, Com- 
paq Computer fell 4 to 72% on 
speculation that rales of personal 

US. STOCKS 


computers were rising only because 
of huge price cuts and special pro- 
motions. Dell Computer fell 3W to 
51%. and International Business 
Machines lost 1 6 to 154V*. 

The weakness in technology issues 
pulled the Nasdaq composite inefes 
down 9.17 points, to IJ27939- 

U.S. Diagnostic fell 2 11/16 ip 
9Y& after an analyst said one of the 
company's managers pleaded 
guilty in 1994 to fraud charges. 
Keith Greenberg pleaded guilty' tog 
fraud and conspiracy to defrauds* 
Albert Rice of Bear Stearns & C&. 
said in a report to investors. Mr, 
Greenberg had been described by 
the company as a co-founder and 
member of management, he said. . 

Mr. Rice said the laboratory ser- 
vices company bad failed to dis- 
close Mr. Greenberg’s background 
to analysts and investors, so be re- 
moved his buy rating and dropped 
the stock from coverage. 

Pacific Gas & Electric fell I 'A to 
21% after an analyst at Smith 
Barney downgraded the company 
to “neutral” from “outpeifonn.” 

Drug stocks were strong. Geron 
rose 2% to 1 1W after the biophar- 
maceurical company readied an 
agreement with Pharmacia & Up- 
john to collaborate on a new class of 
drugs that inhibit teiomerase, an en- 
zyme highly associated with cancer. 

Pharmacia will initially invest 52 
million in Geron, and the deal 
expected to include provisions fow 
additional investments, other pay- 
ments and royalties. 

Agouron Pharmaceuticals rose 
516 to 67-tt after the company sub- 
mitted a new drug application to 
U.S. regulators for its anti-HIV 
drug ViracepL 

OfficeMax fell -% to 10 14 after 
Prudential Securities removed the 
office-supplies retailer from its 
“single best idea" list. Prudential 
maintained its buy rasing on the 
company but lowered its 12-month 
price target to S17 a share from 
$24. f Bloomberg. AP. Berners) 
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Renault Chief Sees 

Europe’s Car Market 

in 1997 



1 ^ Renault’s chairman, 
^xnsScbwertzcr, expects the Eun£ 
pcan mt maifcet to contract in 1907 
acconhng to a published report! 
JBkmg the business environmnat 
for the autwnaker even more dif- 
ficult than this year's. 

“^J lviTonment will be much 
-more difficult than in 1996” Mr 
Sdweitzer told the French dkily La 
Tnbtme m an interview published 
Monday. Why? Because we ex- 
p«t a shght decline in the European 
mant^. The fall should be in line 
with our forecast for the French 
mantel, which we see going from 
2.1 million units to 1.9 million.” 

Me. Schweitzer also confirmed his 
forecast of aloss for Renault in 1996 
and said the second half had been 
more difficult than the first. 

"In a difficult economic context, 
wi given that price wars and dis- 
counts are even mare brutal than 
expected in France, 1 must unfor- 
tunately report an accentuation of this 

Bid for Fokker 
By S amsung 

Called Possible 

Reuters 

■ AMSTERDAM — S amsung Co. 
of South Korea is still interested in 
talcing over the bankrupt Dutch air- 
plane maker Fokker NV, Korean 
media reported Monday, according 
to the Dutch news agency ANP. 

Samsung will restart talks with 
Fokker's receivers next year, die re- 
said. Fokker went bankrupt in 
after Daimler-Benz AG of 
withdrew its financial sup- 
port. Fokker's receivers brake off 
talks with Samsung in November 
after a series of deadlines expired - 

The South Korean government 
has signaled it will offer fiwmrial 
aid for a Fokker takeover, some re- 
ports said. 

Korean media said Samsung con- . 
timied to seek potential partners in a 
Fokker takeover. Daewoo Com., 
Hyundai Corp. and Korean Air 
Lines Co. have all been mentioned 
. For Samsung, Fokker could be a 
shortcut into the global aerospace 
industry, but the company has been 
reluctant to asraneafi iheTisks and 
wants substantial invest ment by the 
Dutch govemmeitt._ 


lie, 



trend*' he said But Renault’s shares 
rose Monday, dosing at 111 French 

($21. 19), up6!90, "because Mr. 

Schweitzer hinted that ' Renault 
would continue to pay a dividend 
Mr. Schweitzer said the company 
auned for a "smooth” dividend 
policy in which dividend payments 
would not be disrupted by fluctu- 
ations in the economic cycle. 

"At foe. moment of g oing ] 
we aid we would try to smooth over 
cyclical developments in our rela- 
tioos with our shareholders,” he said 
“I haven’t changed my mind” 
t Mr . Schweitzer said Renault’s 
shares were trading below their net 
asset value because of the com- 
pany's weak results. “If you con- 
sider Renault as a medium or long- 
term investment, there is substantial 
potential for a rise,” he said 
Renault has been cine of the worst 
performers on the Paris exchange 
this year, recording a fall of about 28 
percent as of the end of last week.' 

“There were some concerns that 
the company wouldn’t pay a di- 
vidend red it now seems (hat that 
will happen,” said Lauren Mace, a 
trader at Nomura Bourse. 

The conmany reported anet profit 
of 158 million francs ($30.2 million) 
for the first half of the year, (town 
from a profit of 1.76 billion francs in 
the first half of last year. 

Mr. Schweitzer said cost-cutting 
had only been able to offset a de- 
clining madffl* share and had not 
resulted in any bottom-line im- 
provements. He said foe company 
had cut costs by about 1,500 francs 
per vehicle fins year and was on 
track to cot costs by 3,000 francs a 
vehicle by the end of 2997. 

Mr. Schweitzer said he (fid not 
expect price wars with other car- 
makers to end in 1997. 

He also said he expected no fur- 
ther French government subsidies 
for new oar purchases after a set of 
such measures ran out at the end of 
September. 

“We are in a new situation in 
which the price of a a«r is falling in 
constant francs and also, no doubt, 
m current francs,’ ’ he said 
Renault's French competitor, 
PSA Feugeot-Citroen SA, is more 
optimistic about the French car mar- 
ket Jacques Cal vet. the president of 
Peugeot, forecast this month that 
Europe would absorb about 12.7 
mfiOon private can in 1996 and 
1997, but be also predicted die 
Reach market would- decline, to 
1.93 million vehicles. 

(AFX, Bloomberg, AFP) 


Holiday Sales Cheer Britain 

But Seasonal Business Slackens on Continent 


The Associated Press 

LONDON — As the Christmas 
shopping season winds down, 
British merchants are happy to 
hear a little more jingle in foe cash 
box. 

But Scrooge was making an ap- 
pearance elsewhere in Europe. 

Some store owners in France 
complained that they were not see- 
ing enough of a recovery from the 
sales disaster brought on by strikes 
in transportation and otter public 
sectors late last year. Goman re- 
tailers were frustrated that longer 
store opening hours, introduced 
last month, were not bringing in 
any more money. 

As always, indecision bedeviled 
many last-minute shoppers. 

"If you know what you wane, 
it’s fun,” said Tina Nordqyist, a 
student from the Dalama region of 
Sweeten who was checking out the 
merchandise on London’s 
crowded Oxford Street 

“When you wait until three 
days before, it’s a rush,” she said 
“You have to get something, and 
it’s no good” 

But mer chan ts indicated they 
would be content as long as the 
decided on something. 
fc are seeing more customers 
out and about,” said Ruth Park- 
house at foe British Retail Con- 
sortium. “They are spending more 


f, but there has been a bit of 
hype that it will be a bumper Christ- 
mas. Consumers are still cau- 
tious.” 

The retail group declined to 
make any sales predictions, but 
Ms. Farkhouse cited a survey sug- 
gesting that the average Briton 
would spend 73 percent more this 
holiday season than last But that 
extra spending might not neces- 
sarily be by choice. 

“Things are more expensive.” 
said Margaret Newlyn, a London- 
er waiting for a friend on Oxford 
Street. 

In addition, some small mer- 
chants feel left out of the rush. 

“Nobody's got any money, and 
what they have got, they're holding 
on to, ' 1 said Jimmy White, who has 
spent the past 10 seasons selling 
Candles from an outdoor stand. Mr. 
White said he could not remember 
things being much slower. But 
still, be said, “It could be worse. I 
could be selling fruit.” 

Just up the road, a fruit dealer 
confirmed business was a bust. 

His roasting chestnuts were 
blackened, apparently after roast- 
ing for a long time with no takers. 

Tough times were also common 
around Continental Europe. 

“It's catastrophic," said Susie 
Goeigoei, a saleswoman at Anna 
Lowe, a women 's clothing store on 


the stylish Rue du Faubourg Sl 
H onore in Paris. 

“The French aren’t buying,” 
she said. “We always hope for a 
be tier year, but for foe moment, it’s 
the same as last year.' ’ 

Christmas 1995 was brutal for 
on French merchants, as strikes 
paralyzed foe country for weeks 
just before foe holiday. 

German retailers took the rad- 
ical step this year of extending 
business hours during weekdays 
and on Saturdays, but to no avail. 
Things looked gloomy as the Ger- 
mans tallied sales for three of the 
four Saturdays before Christmas. 

“Each of these Saturdays, we 
had losses, and regretfully it 
wasn’t much different during the 
week, so that we must reckon with 
declining turnover in comparison 
to last year,” said Thomas Werz of 
the national retailers' association. 

Germans will consider it a vic- 
tory if they manage to match last 
year's results, he said. 

In Geneva, recession -plagued 
Swiss shoppers were being careful 
with their francs, even as stores 
took advantage of new laws that 
permitted pre-Christmas sales. 

‘ ‘The economic situation is very 
delicate, and it's having an impact 
on shopping.” said Sophie Des- 
baillets of Geneva’s Downtown 
Economic Federation. 
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Very briefly: 


U.K. Utility Will Appeal Takeover 


Co m piled by far From DjqxMckn 

LONDON — Trading in shares 
of Northern Electric PLC was sus- 
pended Monday after the utility con- 
tested a ruling that extended the 
deadline for a £923 million ($134 
billion) bid by a U.S. venture led by 
CalEnergy Inc. 

An appeal against foe derision to 
extend the deadline for bid accept- 
ances will be heard by the takeover 
panel’s executive body, Peter Lee, a 
spokesman for the panel, said. 

If die appeal is rejected. Northern 
Electric will become the fourth Brit- 
ish electricity supplier to fall into 
ILS. hands. Two other bids from 
American companies for ILK. util- 
ity companies are still pending. 

Ja an unprecedented move Fri- 
day. the appeals committee of foe 
takeover panel extended die bid 
after Northern's brokerage firm, 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd, die in- 
vestment-banking arm of Barclays 
PLC, said the company had paid it a 
previously undisclosed perfor- 


mance fee of £250,000. BZW also 
admitted buying Northern shares to 
try to foil die bid. 

The extension made the difference 
between success and failure for CE 
Electric UK. the bid vehicle for 
CalEnergy, a geothermal power pro- 
ducer based m Nebraska, and for 
Peter Kiewtt Sons* Inc., a construc- 
tion company. 

CE Electric said Monday it owned 
or had received acceptances for 
50.13 percent of the stock. At the 
original deadline of 1 PM. local time 
Friday, foe ILS- company held only 
49.77 percent of Northern’s stock. 

Northern requested that dealing 
in its shares be suspended until it had 
appealed. Northern’s shares were 
suspended at 641 pence, below foe 
bid price of 650 pence, until further 
notice. The takeover panel said it 
would not publish its reason for ex- 
tending the bid until foe outcome of 
foe appeal process was known. 

But the panel did bar Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd and Schraders PLC, 


another of Northern's financial ad- 
visers. from buying any more shares 
in foe company on foe market should 
trading resume. It also allowed 
CalEnergy to count acceptances it 
received after the original deadline 
Friday. Northern Electric distributes 
and supplies electricity to 1 3 million 
customers in northeastern England. 

Many analysts said they still ex- 
pected CalEnergy to win. reasoning 
that regulatory authorities were 
more likely to uphold a decision 
than to reverse one. 

“It looks as if it’s blowing the 
Americans’ way,” said David 
Campbell, an analyst at Greig 
Middleton & Co. 

On Thursday, the panel rejected an 
appeal by CalEnergy foal charged 
that Barclays de Zoete Wedd and 
Schraders had bought 2.4 percent of 
Northern’s stock to frustrate the bid. 

It did not disclose the discretion- 
ary payment, which BZW denied 
was linked to the share transaction. 

( Bloomberg . AFP, AFX ) 


• Federmecanica, the Italian industry association, rejected a 
contract for 13 million metal -industry workers proposed by 
the government, the news agency ANSA reported. The break- 
down of the negotiations damped hopes for a rate cut by (he 
Bank of Italy and drove Italian bond prices sharply lower. 

• CS Holding AG. as part of foe sale of its stake in 
Elektrowatt AG, said Siemens AG would buy its 443 
percent interest in Elektrowatt’s building services division for 
about 2.1 billion Swiss francs ($825.3 million). 

• Gerrit Zalm, the Dutch finance minister, submitted plans 
for a transition to foe European single currency, foe euro, 
including the conversion of existing national debt, in 2002, a 
Dutch newspaper reported. 

• Robeco Groep, a Dutch property investment fund, agreed to 
buy Argyll Property Asset Managers Ltd. from Scottish 
Amicable Investments Managers Ltd.; foe price was not 
disclosed. 

• istituto Nazionale delle Assicurazioni SpA, an Italian 
insurance company, will swap its own bank operations for 
Banco Nazionale del Lavoro's life-insurance unit as part of 
its joint plan with BNL to buy Banco di Napoli SpA. 

■ HSBC Holdings PLC's subsidiary, British Bank of foe 
Middle East, will buy two branches of Habib Bank AG 
Zurich in Seeb and Salaiah, Oman. 

• Henkel KGaA, a German chemical manufacturer, will extend 
its takeover bid for Loctite Corp. of the United States to Jan. 3. 

• Finland’s gross domestic product rose 3.8 percent in foe 
third quarter from a year earlier and 2.1 percent from foe 
second quarter. 

• Sprain's wages of industrial, construction and service-sector 
workers rose 4.6 percent in foe third quarter of this year from 
a year earlier, according to foe national statistics institute. 

• Bank of Israel will reduce the rate at which it lends to banks 
by half a percentage point, to 14.7 percent, as of Thursday. 

• Sears PLC confirmed reports that it was in an advanced 
stage of discussions with Littlewoods Organization on foe 
sale of its home shopping unit. Freemans. 

• Roche Holding AG will buy Rhone-Poulenc Rorer Inc.’s 

European vitamin and tonic brands; terras were not dis- 
closed. Bloomberg. Reuters. AFX. .\FP. Bridge News 
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+0.04 

+0.02 

+27.14 

S. America 

112.56 

-0.20 

-0.18 

+26.42 

Industrial Indexes 





Capital goods 

171.18 

-014 

-0.08 

+28.82 

Consumer goods 

160.02 

+0.39 

+0.24 

+15.90 

Energy 

168.97 

+0.65 

+0-51 

+24.58 

Finance 

117.13 

+0.32 

+057 

-7.94 

Miscellaneous 

160.52 

+1.19 

+0.75 

+18.19 

Raw Materials 

173.56 

-0.86 

-0.49 

+22.40 

Service 

134.95 

+0.47 

+0.35 

+12-46 

Utilities 

140.98 

+0.46 

+0.33 

+10.89 
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9SS21 NeurBy Codex. Franco 

Carnpded by Bloomberg Business News. | 
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was closed Monday for a hol- 
iday. 
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Monday's 4 p.m. Close 

NaBoratrtde prices. no! naflodBifl late trades eteflwhera. 
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, ongKong 
Examines 


Singapore Port Holds Its Edge 

Neighbors Struggle to Become Competitors 


Soon i in Housing . 

if^Offidokmay 

teW* boaness orgni^m^i 
on the government Monday to ap- 

P 50 VC more apartment sales as fresh 
togas emerged that speculation was 
*mng paces to unrealistic levels 

A'lrvv^ chairman of the 
Wmcmber lfoDg Kong General 
Commerce, said in a 
njtter to the government’s chief sec- 
retary, Anson Chan, that an addi- 
tional project similar in scale to the 
complex, which 
Ms 1 ,000 apartments, was n^ded to 
,rahn the high end of the market. 

; The proposal came as a govern- 
ment panel tried to determine what 
Jjrass had driven prices of luxury 
^Properties up 60 percent this year. 
™ Hong Kong Monetary Author- 
ity, which functions as a central 
bank for Hong Kong, warned 
to exercise extra care in granting 
loans after new mortgages reached a 
four-year high in November. 

, “The chamber's primary concern 
is! the bandwagon effect which rapid 
price movement in this category 
may have on the rest of the res- 
idential market,” Mr. Tien said. 

Government intervention in re- 
sponse to broader overheating is the 
last thing that companies want The 
last time that the gove rnment moved 
to check speculation — in 1994 — it 
triggered a 30 percent phmge in 
home prices and the worst year for 
corporate profits in half a decade. 

m a sign that the speculative fever 
was spreading to the msw marfew 
new home-mortgage l ending in 

l$st monfhsince late 199$? CS 
$>Loans to buy homes rose 1.8 per- 
cent, to 319.9 billion Hong Kong 
dollars ($4135 billion), exceeding 
the average monthly rise of 13 per- 
cent over the past 12 months, ac- 
cording to a Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority survey. 

“There are si^ns of renewed 
speculative activity,” said Ray- 
mond Li, the authority’s acting 
deputy chief executive. “In this en- 
vironment, institutions, need to ex- 
ercise additional care in relation to 
their property exposure.” . 


By Michael Richardson 

tMernatimriHeraldThbau 

SINGAPORE — AS maritime 
tra “ e becomes an increasingly im- 
portant part of Southeast Asia’s 
foononac development, countries 
m “re region are moving to im- 
prove -then port services and chal- 
jenge Singapore’s position as the 
dominant shipping hub. 
^Singapore’s port — the world’s 
busiest m terms of shipping ton- 
nage — handled just over 305 mil- 
lion metric tons of cargo in 1995, up 

53 percent from 1994. 

' Its giant cranes and specialized 
terminals moved 11.8 mini on 20 - 
foot equivalent units, or TEUs, of 
containers, not far behind the 123 
million TEUs handled by Ho ng 
Kong, the world’s most active con- 
tainer port 

Around 70 percent of die island . 
state’s port cargo traffic does not 
originate or terminate jn Singapore, 
which has built its prosperity largely 
on bring able to offer more cost- 
efficient services than its neighbors. 
Malaysia is one of Singapore's 
largest customers, with 22 percent 
of its imports airf^ percent of its 
exports passing through there in- 
stead of «s own ports. 

Other nearby nations — includ- 
ing Indonesia, Thailand and India 
. — also depend to a significant de- 
gree din transshipment of their 
seaborne trade through Singapore. 

As a result, economists estimate 
that port-related activities generate 
about 5 percent of Singapore's 
gross domestic product 

But Singapore's hold on the re- 


gion’s shipping trade is being chal- 
lenged, especially by Malaysia, 
where Prime Minister Mahathir bin 
Mohamad has given port develop- 
ment a high priority. 

Indonesia, Thailand, the Phil- 
ippines and India also are building 
or upgrading ports to try to attract 
man direct-haul shipping, while 
in Sri Lanka the capital, Colombo, 
is vying with Singapore to handles 
larger proportion of India's trans- 
shipment business. 

■ Mr. Mahathir personally offi- 
ciated ai the opening in September 
of a third container terminal at Port 
Klang, the privatized port on the 
Straits of Malacca near Kuala 
Lumpur that serves as Malaysia’s 
main port. 

“The government has decided to 
develop Pan Klang as a primary hub 
for Malaysian cargo and will make 
efforts to redirect the flow of cargo 
through Port Klang to create volume 
and attract direct ship calls,” said 
M. Rajasingbam, the port’s chief 
executive ami general manager. 

Ling Liong Sik, Malaysia's 
transport minister, said the country 
had lost as much as 500 million 
ringgit ($198 million) in revenue 
each year because local shippers 
preferred to use Singapore. 

“If we can bnng bade all 
Malaysian cargo to our port, the 
country will save a lot of foreign 
exchange ami at the same time 
increase other port-related activ- 
ities like banking, bunkering and 
insurance,” be said. 

But Port Klang has along way to 
go to catch Singapore, which is 
building a 26-berth container ter- 


minal at Pasir Panjang on the south- 
west coast of the main island at an 
estimated cost of 1.1 billion Singa- 
pore dollars ($786.1 million). 

Operations are expected to start 
in 1998 with five berths. When 
completed in the next century, the 
terminal will have a handling ca- 
pacity of at least 18 million TEUs. 

Prat Klang moved only 1.1 mil- 
lion TEUs last year — about one- 
tenth of Singapore's throughput. 

But while Singapore's contain- 
er-shipped cargo volume has risen 
mare than 9 percent so far this 
year. Port Klang’ s has risen 
roughly 50 percent Malaysia’s 
cargo Tates, about one-third lower 
than Singapore’s, have attracted 
more than 20 additional shipping 
lines to start direct calls. 

On the other hand, Singapore’s 
average turnaround time for a large 
container ship is 12 hours, sub- 
stantially faster than what private 
ter minal operators in Port Klang 
have been able to achieve so far 
and fra shippers, fast turnarounds 
mean cost savings. 

Khoo Teng Chye. chief exec- 
utive officer of the Port of Singa- 
pore Authority, a statutory author- 
ity due to be corporatized in 1997 
so that it will operate like a private 
company, said customers and eco- 
nomics would decide which port 
gave the best value and moved 
goods most quickly, reliably and 
cost-effectively. 

“As long as we are able to con- 
tinuously fold ways to improve our 
efficiency and maintain the gap, 
we will be able to maintain our 
position,” be said. 


Placer Offers Highlands a Swap 


■Renters 

. SYDNEY — Placer Dome Inc. said Monday it was 
offering to trade its stake in Highlands Gold Ltd. fra 
Highlands- 25 percent stake in the Pragera gold project 
in Papua New. Guinea. 

Highlands said earlier in the day that its directors had 
unanimously voted to reject a takeover bid by Placer 
Dome, rating a report showing Highlands shares to be 
worth about 40 percent more than me per-share offering 
price erf 75 Austr alian cents (60 U.S. cents). 

- Placer Dome, based in Canada, owns about 33 per- 
cent erf the New Guinea mining company. Both compa- 
nies have 25 percent stakes in the Porgera gold mine, 
which produces about 1 milli on ounces a year. 


Placer’s chief executive and president, John Willson, 
said tire latest offer was a response to the valuation in 
the report prepared by Barings. 

“I see this as the only solution possible to deliver 
Highlands Gold shareholders the value that their in- 
dependent expert believes is in Frieda-Nena. Ramu and 
the exploration assets.” Mr. Willson said, referring to 
other Papua New Guinea mine prospects. 

“Placer Dome cannot accept these valuations,” he 
said, but it would be prepared to buy 25 percent of 

or 276.8 million dollars, he said. MrCWillson described 
the proposal as a “win-win“ solution. 

Highlands Gold’s shares closed at 77 cents, up 2. 


China to List 
New Shares 
ToTrytoCudb 
Speculation 

Bridge News 

HONG KONG — China will 
speed up efforts to list more shares 
on the stock market following the 
recent upswing in market perfor- 
mance, foe official news agency 
Xinhua reported Monday. 

‘ ‘This is part of foe nation’s effort 
to balance the supply and demand in 
the stock market and curb excess 
speculation,” Zhang Dongsheng, a 
deputy director of foe Finance and 
Banking Department of the State 
Planning Commission, was quoted 
by Xinhua as saying. 

He added that large- and medium- 
sized state-owned enterprises sup- 
ported by foe State Council, China’s 
highest governing body, will be giv- 
en priority for listing. 

China plans to issue a total of 10 
billion yuan ($13 billion) worth of 
new shares in 1996. almost double 
the amount for 1995, according to 
Xinhua. The news agency said many 
Chinese investors bad shown interest 
in opening stock-trading accounts in 
the past few months. However, a 
rapidly growing number of stock in- 
vestors has caused the market to 
overheat and has created a shortage 
of stocks. 

“The current market size allows 
some institutional investors to ma- 
nipulate the stock prices and drive 
them up to ridiculous highs,” Gao 
Fengqi, a financial specialist with 
Beijing University, was quoted as say- 
ing. Last week, C hina announced 
measures that limited daily share- 
price fluctuations to lOpercenz. 

■ A-Share Trading Allowed 

Overseas investors will be able to 
trade China's A shares, now re- 
served for local investors, alter a 
new regulation on foreign invest- 
ment goes into effect next year, foe 
official China Daily Business 
Weekly reported in Hong Kong. 

Di Weiping, deputy director of the 
People’s Bank of China's foreign 
financial institutions department, 
said the regulation would authorize 
foe establishment of a joint venture 
through which overseas firms could 
invest in both A shares and B shares. 
B shares are reserved for foreigners. 

However, he said foe joint fund 
must be used and managed inside 
foe country. 
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Very briefly: 


• Coles Myer Ltd. sold property assets valued at 558 million 
Australian dollars ($444 million) to various investors. West- 
field Trust, a property concern, said it was one of the buyers, 
purchasing shopping centers in Brisbane and Perth for a total 
of 185 million dollars. 

• News Corp. ’s BBB corporate credit rating was affirmed by 
Standard & Poor’s Corp.; but the New York-based rating 
concern revised its outlook on foe worldwide media and 
publishing company to negative from stable, citing concern 
about the level of MCI Communications Corp.’s continued 
interest in the ASkyB direct-broadcast satellite venture. 

■ Allied Group Ltd. and Allied Properties (H.K.) Ltd. sold 
their holdings in Allied Industries International Ltd. to 
Wiseway Enterprises Ltd., a company registered in the 
British Virgin Islands and owned 60 percent by Suryadi and 
Subandi Tanuwidjaja of Indonesia, for a total 348.8 million 
Hong Kong dollars ($453 million). 

• Initial public offerings by Samsung Engineering Co., Sin- 
doricoh Co., Kuk Dong Corp., Kukdong City Gas Co., Sewon 
Chemical Co.. Dong Nam Chemical Industries Co., and 
Muhak Alcohol Co. will begin trading Tuesday, the Korea 
Stock Exchange said. 

• South Korea is expected to run a trade deficit of $18 billion 
in 1997, narrower than an estimated deficit of $20 billion this 
year, the Korea International Trade Association said. 

• South Korea’s Ministry of Finance and Economy said 
direct foreign investment in the country was likely to hit a 
record high of $2.8 billion in 1996. 

• The Halla group of companies named its executive vice 
chairman, Chung Mong Won, as the South Korean con- 
glomerate's new chairman and chief executive officer, ef- 
fective Jan. 1. 

• Hong Kong's consumer price index was up 5.8 percent in 

November from a year earlier. Reuters. Bridge Ne*s 


HOTELS: Pay-Per-View fe Growing Up 

Continued from Page 11 - foe guesis would pay separately. If 


their public images. Instead of befog : 
seen as essentially purveyors of soft-core, 
pornography, they want to be known as 
technology and infonnatiaii companies. 

Mr. Kavner, On Command’s chief 
executive, is an apt symbol of tins shift 
-jjpf emphasis: He is a fanner AT&T Cosp. ~ 
executive who Iras spent tire last tew 
years trying to develop interactive sys- - 
terns for several telephone companies. 

Moreover, the Internet promises a 
lucrative new opportunity for pay-per- 
view companies just when their market: ■ 
is reaching saturation. 

While they have been growing rap- 
idly in recent years — LodgeNet En- 
tertainment Corp., No. 2 in foe industry 
with 4,000 rooms wired, has seen its 
revenue jump by nearly 50 percent a 
year for the last few years — the p- 
pansion has largely come from signing 
up more hotels. To mai nt a in growth , 
they will now have to bring in greater 
revenues from each hotel room. 


the guesis would pay separately. If foe 
Intranet and other new services catch on, 
be said, per-room revenue could double 
over foe next several years. 

' Mr. Flynn added foal foe additional 
services would cost his company less 
foan$ 20 axoomto install because most of 
foe infrastnicture is in place. 

•' On Command has been working bard 
to update. aU its 900,000 rooms with its 
foil package, which now includes Sony 
Playstation games, Bell Atlantic 
Corp.’s : i n teractive Yellow Pages, 
dozens of free cable channels, video 
checkout services, room-service order- 


foe company had increased its rev enue 
per room to about $2130 a month from 
$16-25 three years ago by a d ding such 
services as Nintendo games, increasing 
advertising and offering movies on. de- 
mand rather than on a fixed schedule. 

He said Internet access would probably 
cost hotel guests about $430 an hour. That 
rVy<) inrtufte tel e phone ehai&es, which 


On Command, which was recently 
span off by its parent. Ascent Enter- 
tainment Group., reported a 25 percent 
increase in revenue in die third quarter 
from the year eadier, to $32.7 mflhan. Its 

cash flow rose 8 percent, to $1 13 million, 

while its net income slipped to $41 1,000 
from $ 1.6 milli on foe previous year. 

. LodgeNet reported revenue of $273 
milli on in the third , quarter, up 56 per- 
cent from the quarter a year earlier. Cash 
flow rose 57 percent; to $73 million in 
foe quarter. 

In addition to giving travelers access 
to the Internet, many of the companies 
want to offer extensive electronic shop- 
ping services and information — like 


offering guided walking tours — that 
would permit them to sell advertising. 


APPLE: 

What Comes Next? 

Continued from Page 11 

Next’s Openstep Environment, which 
dramatically cuts the amount of time it 
takes to write a program. 

But perhaps its most significant ad- 
vantage is that its fundamental software 
component includes a feature known as 
memory protection. That capability, 
missing from Macintosh’s current Sys- 
tem 7 operating system, will make the 
biggest difference for Mac users. Such 
protection keeps one errant application 
from crashing the entire computer. 

Indeed, foe lack of true memory pro- 
tection was one reason that Apple ap- 
parently backed away from its own 
home-grown Copland operating system 
software. Copland was capable of of- 
fering the feature for new software but 
not to existing Macintosh applications. 

Veteran Next programmers confirm 
that working in foal world truly offers 
speed advantages over both the Macin- 
tosh and Windows worlds, but they also 
acknowledge that the gap is smaller than 
it once was because of the widespread 
availability of software development 
tools that offer similar capabilities. 

“It’s not clear that Next has quite the 
advantage they once had,” said Jason 
Adams, a framer Next software de- 
veloper who now works at Netscape 
Communications Inc. 


Yaohan Postpones New Stores in China 


CampitalbjOirSB&FrtjntDupaxka 

SHANGHAI — Yaohan International 
Holdings Ltd. will slow its China expan- 
sion, pushing back by one year its plan to 
have 1,000 department stores throughout 
the Yangtze River delta by 2005, a Yaohan 
executive said Monday. 

Hbonobu Yasunaga, director and gen- 
eral manager of Yaohan (Shanghai) 
Holdings Co., said expansion plans 
would be delayed because of problems in 
getting Licenses in new cities and foe need 
fra Yaohan China to rely on internal funds 
for expansion rather than bank loans. 

He said the company would instead 


focus next year on adding stores in Shang- 
hai and nearby WuxL It plans to add 
between five and 10 new stores in the two 
cities on top of the existing 33 stores, 
using internally generated funds, he said. 

Yaohan, which is controlled by a Jap- 
anese businessman, Kazuo Wada, formally 
shifted its corporate headquarters to Shang- 
hai from Hang Kong in July to symbolize 
its commitment to the China market 
Yaohan has invested close to $100 
million in its China retail ventures, all of 
which are conducted on a joint-venture 
basis with local partners. 

Shares in Yaohan Japan Corp. have 


fallen steeply this year and its credit 
rating in Japan has been cut, due in part to 
its fast expansion into new Asian mar- 
kets, including China. Mr. Yasunaga, in 
disclosing the one-year delay in the 
1,000-stores goal announced in July, 
said it would be possible to make up for 
that lost time in foe next few years. 

“It’s not a setback. We will be con- 
tinuing to open stores in Shanghai and 
Wuxi by using internally generated 
funds," Mr. Yasunaga said. “The focus 
will be on strengthening our operations 
in Shanghai and Wuxi and introducing 
our own brand. ’ ' ( Bloomberg , Reuters) 
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INSTRACORP 

A US Public Company, NASD Bulletin Board INSC 

INSTRACORP acquired the worldwide lights to an internationally 
patented unique Needle Impulse Generator (NIG) in the form of a 
small module which, when installed tn any dcaricaJ appliance, will 
save 30 to 80% on electrical consumption without effecting the 
unit's output or performance. Already several major industrial 
groups are negotiating die integration of the NIG in their products. 
Independent labs and research institutions in the US, Germany and 
elsewhere attested the NIG's performance. INSTRACORP appointed 
Amtocx S AR.L as underwriters for their new issue of 8,000,000 
common shares, $0,001 par value, Beg SwShrwo years restriction, 
and Aminex is offering to non US citizens or residents, on 'fort come 
first serve basis' such shares at the faflowing prices: First 2,000,000 
shares at $ 3.00/share, second 2JW0.000 shares at S S.OO/share, third 
2,000,000 shares at $ 7.00/shaie and bst 2,000,000 shares at $9.00 
store. Murunum subscription is 10,000 fonts. Please contact 

Aminex SJLRJL 
TeL: +4122-787-5757 - Fax: 787- 5758 
Geneva. Switzerland 


Finding the right investment 
adviser takes time. 

It’s never too late to talk 
to a Swiss banker. 

We understand your needs for privacy, 
security and performance. 

For detailed information, please contact us now; 

^ 0041-1-267 54 79 Fax 0041-1-267 54 82 
Name, First Name: 

Address: 

Town. Country: 
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REHDER. & PARTNER AG, 2UG - Switzerland 

SENNWHDSTRAS5E 43 - 6312 STEIN HAUSEN 

FOREX 

Managed Accounts 
Please contact: 

= Marlin GloorJelj 0041 41 740 00 22 ■ Fax:0Ml 417400029 = 



veaumotiE: kemwts ekm 

Sente. Friendly, elegant, amaedve, 
cate Day S rignfc M31) S335D44 


SUCCESSFUL FUTURES MARKETS 
PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 
HIGH RETURN LIMITED RISK 
NO MINIMUM PERIOD OF INVESTMENT 
PROVEN TRACK RECORDS 
ASK FOR A BROCHURE FREE OF CHARGE IN 
ENGLISH OR IN FRENCH 
GOLD HILL SERVICES SA 
RUE DE BOURG 6, 1 003 LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND 
TEL.(41J21) 320 58 31 FAX (4 1 2 1) 320 58 35 
PORTFOLIO MANAGERS AND BROKERS SINCE 1 982 
MEMBER OF THE NEW YORK FUTURES EXCHANGE 


Your 'one stop' 
Brokerage connection 

ta ttw Mforkft 

Futures, Options 
& Forex markets 


Linnco 

UMGD Bumm ue - by tto «» 

in FfcafcTT !■■■. — fc #=!*■ lU 


+ 44 ( 0 ) 171 256 6600 


For further details 
on bow to place your listing contact : 

WILL NICHOLSON in London 
TeL- (44) m 836 48 02 - Fax. : (44) 111 240 2254 
Hrroib^Sfe&ribanr 
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World Roundup 



XJ&fdT '£« 

Michael PraM/AP 

Matthias Sammer was voted 
European player of the year. 

Gold for Sammer 

soccer Matthias Sammer, the 
sweeper for the German national 
team and for the German champion 
Borussia Dortmund, won the Euro- 
pean Golden Ball on Monday. He 
gained 144 points in the poll of 57 
sports journalists conducted by 
France Football magazine, 

Ronaldo, Barcelona's young 
Brazilian striker, won 141 points. 
Alan Shearer, the Newcastle 
United and England center for- 
ward. was third with 109. (AFP) 

Unser Needed Pit Grew 

Bobby Unser. a three-tune In- 
dianapolis 500 winner, and a friend 
fought for survival for two nights 
after both their snowmobiles broke 
down in a blizzard in New- Mexico. 

Unser. 63. and Robert Gayton. 36. 
sheltered in a snow cave and with- 
stood temperatures of zero with 
wind chills well below zero before 
they found a bam that had a phone 
and heater late Saturday night. They 
were picked up by Bot&y's brother. ; 
AI Unser Sr., examined* at a clinic i 
and sent home Sunday. j 

Unser and Gayton began their 
trek Friday morning from Unser' \ 
ranch home at Cham a. about 120 
miles north of Albuquerque. The 
two men carried no food or water, 
but they were dressed in insulated 
snowmobiltng outfits. \AP) 

Farewell Title for Marshall 

football Florida State transfer 
Randy Moss had nine receptions 
for 220 yards and four TDs as Mar- 
shall beat Montana 49-29 in the 
NCAA Division I-AA tide game. 
Marshall is moving to the Division 
I-A Mid-American Conference 
next season. (AP) 

Higuita’s House Bombed 

SOCCER Assailants threw a 
small explosive device at the home 
of Rene Higuita, ex-goaltender for 
Colombia's national team and one of 
the country’s best-known players, 
die police said. There were no in- 
juries. The attack occurred in Medel- 
lin, 185 miles northwest of Bogota. 

General Alfredo Salgado, Me- 
dellin’s police chief, said two as- 
sailants threw the explosive and 
sped away on a motorcycle. He said 
that the police have made no arrests 
and that the motive for the attack 
was not clear. (AP) 


Grizzlies Catch Complacent Bullets 

Anthony Peeler Leads Vancouver From Hibernation to Victoiy 


By J. A. Adande 

Washutgutn Pose Service 


VANCOUVER — No lead is safe for 
the Washington Bullets, not even 
against the Vancouver Grizzlies. 

The Bullets have made a habit of 
letting big leads slip away. On Sunday 
they led by 1 1 before losing 9 1 -87 to the 
Grizzlies at GM Place. 

The Grizzlies are always ready to 
hibernate, and entering Sunday night’s 
game they were 0-20 when falling be- 
hind by 10 points or more. The Bullets 
were ahead by II on more than one 
occasion and led by eight at the start of 
the fourth quarter. Obviously, that does 
not mean anything to the Bullets, and 
the word is out in the NBA 

“That’s what coach Brian Winters, 
kept telling us,” said Vancouver guard 
Anthony Peeler, who led the Grizzlies 
with 27 points. “He said this team will 
let you back in. they don't like to run 
away with the game, they tend to keep 
running their plays and keep posting up. 
That gave us that confidence, too, to 
never give up.” 

Peeler, Vancouver’s shooting guard, 
scored eight of his 27 points in a three- 
minute stretch late in die fourth. That 
run included a three-pointer that banked 
in to give the Grizzlies a three-point lead 
with 5 minutes 20 seconds remaining. 

■ Bullets guard Rod Strickland had 23 
points and 10 assists, and forward Chris 
Webber posted his usual numbers: 20 
points and 1 1 rebounds. But at 10for23, 
he shot below his typical 50 percent — 
thanks in part to two missed dunks — 
and was 3 for 1 1 in the second half. 


The Grizzlies are the lowest-scoring 
team in the league and have lost 12 
games by 15 points or more. They have 
won three of their past six games, 
however. 

Vancouver forward Shareef Abdur- 
Rahim. who is quietly putting together 

strong credentials for rookie of the year, 
scored 24. Forward George Lynch 
worked bard under the basket and 
grabbed 12 rebounds. He picked up one 
rebound while on his back to help die 
Grizzlies to a 48-37 rebounding edge. 

In other games. The Associated Press 
reported: 

Sanies S3, Kmriciu 79 Gary Payton 
scored nine of his season-high 31 points 
in the fourth quarter against visiting Dal- 
las as Seattle won its fourth straight. 

Payton has averaged 24.5 points a 
game in Seattle's last four wins and has 
shot 69 percent from the field. He has 
also averaged six assists and two 
turnovers a game. 

“Gary had a good week,’’ said his 
teammate, Hersey Hawkins. “He’s get- 
ting to foe basket and. more important, 
he’s setting up the other guys, passing 
die ball well.” 

“Gary's probably playing as well as 
any point guard in the league.” Derek 
Harper of Dallas said. “It was easy for 
him to get his rhythm because he got so 
many easy baskets.” 

Payton equaled a season high by 
making 11 -of- 15 shots from the field 
He added four assists, two steals and one 
turnover in 39 minutes. 


Detlef Schrempf had 15 points, 11 
rebounds and six assists for the Sonics. 

Hornets 102, Celtics 98 At Boston, 
Glen Rice scored 25 points, and An- 
thony Mason added 19 for Charlotte. 

David Wesley made seven 3-pointers 
and scored 34 points to lead the Celtics, 
but he committed a turnover with three 
seconds left and Boston trailing by one 
point 

Warrior* 97, CNppem 91 At San Jose, 
California, Latreli Sjprewell scored on a 
three-point play with 1:10 remaining 
and Golden State scored the game’s 
final seven points. 

Sprewell scored 27 points, and Joe 
Smith added 24 points and 12 rebounds 
for the Warriors. 

In games reported in some editions 
Monday 

Cavaliers ioo, Au 94 At Cleveland, 

Terrell Brandon scored 12 of his career- 
high 33 points in the final 1:12 as the 
Cavs won their fifth straight. 

Utah’s Karl Malone became the 1 1th 
player to reach 20,000 points and 
10,000 rebounds in an NBA career. His 
fourth rebound of the game, of a missed 
3-pointer by Danny Ferry 2:10 before 
halftime, was No. 10.000. 

Brandon extended his consecutive 
free throw streak to 56 by going 1 l-for- 
1 1 from the foul line. 

Pacars in. Raptors 92 At Indiana- 
polis. Reggie Miller scored 21 points as 
Indiana reached the -500 mark for the 
third time this season. 

Raptors’ guard Damon Stoudamire, 
who came in averaging 20.4 points, 
scored only eight as Toronto lost for the 
ninth time in 10 road games. 



Cfa44«D-4*/Ik.ta>KiM>4ftaM 

The Bullets’ Gbeorge Muresan, left, blocking the Grazties’ George Lyoch^ 


In Ocean Racing Safety Issues Rock the Boat 


Reuters 

S YDNEY — The Sydney-to- 
Hobart. starting Thursday, is re- 
garded as one of the toughest 
ocean races in the world. But some 
sailors question whether the latest high- 
tech yachts are safe enough for its 
treacherous conditions. 

Modem materials such as carbon 
fiber have allowed yacht designers to 
build lightweight, high-performance 
boats that are fun to sail inshore or on 
short ocean races. 

But when forced to endure prolonged 
foul weather, many simply begin to 
break up. Owners now take this for 
granted. 

“It's the toughest ocean race in the 
world and I think it has to be treated with 
respect,” George Snow, owner of 
second race favorite. Australian maxi 
Brindabella. said of the Hobart. “I think 
the guys who can sail their boats and 
keep their boats together in hard con- 
ditions will do well.” 

In 1993, mountainous 1 1-meter (35- 
foot) seas and 70-knot gales forced 67 
boats to retire from a 106-strong Hobart 
fleet Many boats limped to abaven port 
with their high-tech nulls cracked and 
their crews baling water. 

Bob Mills, a veteran of a dozen 
Hobarts, last week questioned what 
would happen if the 94-boat fleet this 
year encountered a sea as stormy as in 
1963. That year, winds of over 80 knots 
hit the fleet, but 80 percent of the boats 
finished the 630-nautical mile race. 

Mills argued that yacht designers had 
been allowed to focus on performance at 
the expense of safety under the latest 
International Measurement System 


rules, citing the design factor called 
“human ballast.” 

Crews are now required to sit on the 
edge of lightweight yachts, feet 
dangling over the side, in order for them 
to perform properly and not slide side- 
ways. 

“Without that weight the boat just 
will not go where it is pointed,” Mills 
wrote in The Australian Financial Re- 
view, “but instead slip sideways be- 
cause, among other things, it is heeled 
over too far for its keel to get a proper 
grip in the water. 

“For most of the last 100 years, ocean 
racing yachts were designed to be able 
to sail efficiently, in rough weather and 
even in extreme conditions, with most 
of the crew below decks.” 

Mills said the prime target of the 
Yacht Racing Association of Britain a 
century ago was to discourage light- 
displacement yachts that simply 
skimmed across the ocean. The lighter a 
yacht, the faster the boat’s speed. 

When the new International Meas- 
urement System rules were introduced 
in the 1980s, they produced a crop of 
safer boats. 

But those rules are now being ma- 
nipulated. said Mills, adding that the 
quest for line honors is pushing de- 
signers toward faster, lighter boats. 

Some of the fastest yachts in the 
Hobart race this year are downwind 
flyers which, with a tailwind, skim 
along die top of the ocean at remarkable 
speeds. 

The Australian yachtsman who went 
solo around the world, Ian Kieman. 
agreed that today's modern ocean racers 
are simply not safe enough. 


S 


“1 have been to a lot of memorial 
services for a lot of friends who have 
drowned at sea,” Kieman said, “and a 
number of those have drowned because 
they have been in boats that have not 
been up to the extreme weather con- 
ditions.” 

He added: “These modern boats are 
designed for minimum tolerances. If 
you get extreme conditions, they break, 
and the rest of the yachting community 
is subsidizing that through their insur- 
ance premiums.” 

Kieman. who will be sailing his 36- 

ear-old timber yawl Maris in -'the'. 

obart this year, said he believed race 
organizers should give owners some 
incentive to build safer yachts. 

He also disputed the fact that safer 
boats were not competitive, citing the 
15)28 timber sloop Southerly, sailed by 
the 72-year-old Don Mickleborough, 
which was third overall in last year’s 
Hobart 

Australia’s top yacht designer and 
former America’s Cup skipper, Iain 
Murray, said design rales were adequate 
and that safety started with improving 
sailing skills. 

“I am not going to say that all the 
current IMS boats are going to make it 
through any particular storm,” be said. 

“If you want to start with safety at sea 
you want to start with the people before 
the boats,” said Murray, who will helm 
his newly launched racer-cruiser 
Sydney in the Hobart. 

“The bottom line is very few people 
have enough respect of foe sea, and no 
one will ever win against the sea. The 
wrong boat in the wrong bands is a 
diabolical mixture.” 


Milestones for Hull and Messier 

the Rangers’ offense didn’t revolve 

r _ j .i inn v ! 


The Associated Press 

Brett Hull is now a member of the 
National Hockey League’s 500 Club, 
while Mark Messier has joined a more 
exclusive group. 

Both reached milestones Sunday 
night as Hall scored his 500th goal 
with a hat trick in the St. Louis Blues* 

MH1 Kobmpdi 

victory over Los Angeles, mid Messi- 
er recorded his 1 ,500th point withtwo 
goals and two assists as the New York 
Rangere bear the Florida Panthers: — 

Mum 7, Has* 4 Hull scored fazs 
historic 500th goaT When' be 'tfonfL 
pleted a hat trick in the third period!' " 

Hull became the 24th player in NHL 
history to score 500 goals, and the 
second in his own family. His father. 
Bobby, scored 610 in an impressive 
NHL career that landed him in the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. They are the 
only father-son combination to each 
record 500 goals. 

The game capped a tumultuous 
week fra- Hull, who had been in a 
longtime feud with die Blues’ general 
manager and coach. Mike Keenai, 
who was fired Thursday. The victory 
was the first for the Blues under the 
team's interim coach. Jim Roberts. . 

Hull was particularly happy that be _ 
scored No. 500 at home. 

“It means everything,” Hall said. 
The fans “have been so great to me 
over the years. Even through the last 
2 V4 years of garbage that’s been going - 
on, 99 percent of them have -backed 
me all the way and have treated me the 
same way as when I came here.” 

Hangar* 7, Panthers 3 Fra one night 


completely around the NHL ’s scoring 
leader. Wayne Gretzky, who did 
stretch his point-scoring streak to 1 1 
games with an assist. 

• Messier assisted an Alexei Kova- 
lev’s first goal of the game in die first 
period, and scored his 17th sod 1 8th 
and asdszed on Kovalev’s second goal 
in the second period. NiklasSundstrom 
added two goals, and Brian Leetch 
four assists fra New York, 
ssier became only the fifth play- 
er in NHL history to score 1.500 
points. In the process, he moved past 
■■Johnny Bucyk into I2thpfaoe on ibe 
gbal-sconfig Ek with 537;. " 

Flywrs^-KtacJd w r fc^ ifaClucagfr. 
Philadelphia’s four-game shutout and 
seven-game winning streaks ended, 
bat the Flyers still rallied to tie the 
Blackhawks when Eric Lindros 
scored twice in a 48-second span of 
the second period. 

1 Garth Snow made 30 saves for the 
Flyers, who have not lost in 1 1 games 
since Nov. 27. Snow, who was in net 
far two of the four shutouts, was beaten 
by Sergei Krivokrasov 238 into die 
game — the first goal Philadelphia bad 
allowed in 265 minutes, 8 seconds. 

. Rad Wing* 8, OBars 2 In Edmonton, 
Alberta, Brendan S hanahan . Vy- 
acheslav Kozlov and Jamie Pushra 
scored in the second period as Detroit 
extended the Oilers’ streak without a 
victoiy to seven games. 

FiamM 7, Coyote* 2 German Titov 
sparked a three-goal first period with 
a pair of power-play goals and re- 
corded his second career hat trick as 
visiting Calgary beat Phoenix to snap 1 
a three-game losing streak. 
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The IHT Pocket Diary Puts 1997 Right Into Your Pocket 


Yearqfteryear — even at a period 
when diaries abound — the International 
Herald Tribune flat, silk-grain leather 
diary is the hit of the season. 

Ingeniously designed to be thinner- 
than-tfdn, it sad brings you everything... 
including a built-in notepad with ahvays- 
available “ jotting paper". Plus there are 
conversion tables of weights, measures and 
distances, a list cf national holidays by 
country, a wine vintage chart and many 
other useful facts. All in this incredibly flat 
little book that slips easily into a pocket 

The perfect gift for almost anyone... 
including yourself 

Please allow three weeks far delivery. 


EeralbZ^ribtme 


THE UORLtrS DAHJ PBBWjSEtfEB 

1997 IHT Pocket Diaries. 



•MeasuresSx 13 cm f5 x 3 in.). 

•Black leather cover with gih mete] comas. 

* Week-at-a-gkma: formal, printed on French Noe paper 
with g3ded page edges. 

• 1997 ootaWe riaire and national holidays in cmr 90 
countries; world time-zooe 
table; ionsttatknal telephone 
dialing codes and country 
prefixes. 

•Blue ribbon page marker. 

• Includes removable address 
book that fits snugly into its 
own sBc pocket 

• Each diary puked in a btne 
gift box. 

•Corporate personalization 
and discounts fire available. 
For deads. Got Paul Baker 

at (44 181)9448243. 



please send me _ 

price indudes initials, packing and postage in Europe: 

1- 4 diaries UK £22 (U-SS34) each initials 

5- 9 diaries UK £20^0(1^^32) each 
UM9 diaries UK £18 (TJ^S28)each 


Please charge to my credit card: 

□ Access □ Amex O Diners HD Eurocard Q MasteiCaid D Visa 

CanJN° 

Exp 


Signature 


up to 3 per diaty 


fl Additional postage outside Euro pe £4.50 (U.S.S7). 

I i fTiiyk hpre for delivery outside Europe by registered or 
certified mail: £5.75. [UJSJSS.9G) per package plus postage. 

Payment is by credit card only. All m^jor cards accepted. 


Name 

Address 

Qty/Code. 

Country— 


Company EU VAT ID N° - •' 

Mail or fax this order form to: International Herald TriJxme Offers, 

37 Lambtoo Road. London SW20QLW U-K- Fax: (44 181) 944 8243. 
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■m was sold out for the 229th 
jttndght time and 56,454 fans 
were there for the last Na- 
MOnal Football League game 
pi the stadium’s 35-year his- 
iwy. Even before kickoff, 
fens shook the stands and 
{tented* “We want. Dallas 
We want Dallas.” 
r. And at the end of a Icing 
aficiitoon, the Redskins h»H a 
•7-10 victory over the Cow- 
who rested many of 
tfrefr first-string players, and a 
winning record (9-7) for the 
first time since 1992. 

: Running back Terry ADen 
three touchdowns, 
Wiving him ari NEL-feadmg 
^1 for the season. and gained 
B7 yards on 26 carries to set a 
Redskins single-season rush- 
ing record with 1353 yards. 
The previous record was held 
by John Riggins. 

1 The Redskins’ four-game 
losing streak ended but they 
Bussed die playoffs for a 
fourth straight year. 

; Dallas’s coach, Barry 
Switzer, had called it a “bye 
week” and Troy Aikman, 
Emmitt Smith and others got 
the day off. Defensive end 
Tony Tolbert had a streak of 
JH consecutive starts, so he 
played only in the first series. 
Cornerback Deion Sanders 
played two series and then 
departed after appearing to re- 
injure his back. - 

; Having already clinched 
their fifth straight NFC East 
j ^vision title, the Cowboys 
Payed with an eye toward 
beat -week’s wild-card play- 
off game against Minnesota. 

'■ ChWff 18, Broncos 10 

Way back on Dec. I, Denver 
clinched the AFC West tide, 
kaining a first-round bye and 
home-field advantage! On 
Surxfcy in San Diego, John 
J-lway came out after 20 plays 
and a 10-7 lead. Tight end 
Shannon. Shame didn’t play 
to let.a injury heal: ' ' 


Terrell Davis all but 
clinched his first NFL rushing 
title, gaining 21 yards on nine 
cames for a total of 1,538 
yards on 345 carries. 

Junior Seau, the San Diego 
unebacker broke his left band 
in the fust 'quarter and 
sprained ins right knee in the 
second quarter but still rc- 

MH >Q1HDS» 

covered two fumWes, deflec- 
ted three passes and nearly 
intercepted one. 

In games reported in some 
editions Monday : 

The Jacksonville Jaguars 
and Buffalo Bills both won 
Sunday to secure two of the 
three- remaining playoff 
places. The other two con- 
tenders, the Indianap olis 
Colts and Kansas City Chiefs, 
both lost but the Colis gained 
the last postseason berth al- 
though - defeat cost them 
home-field advantage. 

sms ao, Chi*#* 9 Weakened 
by the flu, Jim Kelly threw a 
pair of fourth-quarter touch- 
down passes to lead Buffalo 
over Kansas City. The Bills 
made the playoffs for the 
eighth time in nine seasons, 
while the Chiefs (9-7) failed 
to reach tiie postseason for the 
first time tins decade; 

Eagle* 2», CMbMls 1 • Ray 
Rhodes is going back to San 
Ftancisco rear the playoffs — 
as coach of the visiting team. 
Rhodes, a former defensive 
assistant with the 49ers, wiH 
take Fhnadtfphia to the Bay 
area for a wild-card game 
against his old team next 
Sunday. 

»*H*r* 19, Faloma* 17 

Jacksonville slipped into the 
playoffs when visiting At- 
lanta New- a chance to win. 
Morten^ Andersen missed a 
30-yard field goal With four 
seconds left, bre a king his 
streak of 59 straight without a 
miss from 30 yards or closer. 

B*e» 34*' B*«» 19 In 
Trapse jhe-'rBucs {6-10) 
stored tfaea^imdst points in 


time years and extended their 



OUtn 24, B« vn» 21 Steve 
McNair threw far one touch- 
down and ran for another as 
Houston (8-8) set a franchise 
record with its sixth road vic- 
tory. Baltimore’s Vmny Tcst- 
a verde threw three touch- 
down passes to Michael 
Jackson, but the Ravens (4- 
12) lost for the 10th rime in 12 
. games. 

Bwigab 31 , CoHtM In Cin- 
cinnati, Jeff Blake threw a 
pair of fourth-quarter TD 
passes as the BengaZs (8-8) 
finished with their best record 
since 1990. 

Ooi ph iM3i,3*t»2aInEast 

Rutherford, New Jersey, Dan 
Marino threw for three touch- 
downs and rookie Karim Ab- 
dul- Jabbar gained 152 yards 
as the Dolphins finish***! 8-8 
in their first season under 
Jimmy Johnson. 

Padnra 38, Vftnga 10 

Brett Favre threw three 
touchdown passes to break 
his own NTC single-season 
record with 39. It was Green 
Bay’s 16th straight victory at 
home atLambeau Field. 

B — d w mi — hw wln 
Charlotte, North Carolina, the 
Panthers won and clinched 
tiie NFC Western Division 
title, despite Kordell Stew- 
art’s record-setting 80-yard 
touchdown run for Pitts- 
burgh. 

Stewart, playing quarter- 
hack full-time for the first 
time this season, set the mark 
for the longegttouchdown nm 
by a quarterback in NFL his- 
tory. 

Carolina’s John Kasay 
lacked three field goals, giv- 
ing him 37 and breaking tiie 
NFL single-season record of 
35 set by the Giants’ All Haji- 
Sheikh m 1983 and tied by the 
Raiders* Jeff Jaeger in 1993. 

SMhawfc*28,RaJde«*21 In 
Oakland, tire fourth-string 
quarterback, Gino Torretta, 
helped Seattle (7-9) over- 
come a 14-3 deficit against 
the Raiders (7-9). (WP r AP) 



I Mi V^'RnfliTk 


The Broncos’ Terrdl Davis diving for a three-yard gain as he is upended by the Chargers* Terrance Shaw. San Diego n on the game* 16-10. 

A Hymn to an American Sports Cathedral 

Washington Post Service when the Redskins' 37-10 victory 

W HEN RFK Stadium opoied Vantage Point / Thomas Boswell over the Cowboys was finished. 

in 1961, every kid on Cap- Thousands of fans gradually insinu- 

itol Hill thought that a space nation where ballparks hadn't know. Soccer games and tractor pulls, ated themselves around an extra 250 


2 Mare NFL Coaches Lose Jobs 


' The Msot^ased F^rss " '• 

One day after tfc aid dF fee Nations-' 
Football League's regular reason, losing 
head coaches began to lose their jobs. Dan 
Reeves was fixed Monday as coach of tire 
New York Giants and June Jones was fired 
by tire Atlanta Falcons. -. =, • 

Reeves compiled a 31-33 record in four 
reasons, missing foe playoffe foe pj&t&ree ' 
years and posting* loemg ascontfee last two. 
Last Monday, tire 52ryear-bML coach and he 
expected to be fired once the season ended." 

Reeves, wire bad one year to go on a five? 
year contract, met with George Young, the 
Giants general manager, earlier in tire day, 
according to a source dose to tireteam. 

“He said be talked to Geosge andthat they 
couldn’t woetk it out,” said tire source, who 


spoke on condition that he not be identified. 

Reeves bottled with. YoungandTomBois- 
ane, tire ream's director of player personnel, 
. far more input into player decisions. 

- Jmx» had coached Atlanta to a 3-13 record 

- and dashed witii quarterback Jeff George. 

Jones had two years remaining an his 

'Ccanxacs. 

"We all need to lode at ourselves right 
sow,”- said Taylor Smith, tire team’s pres- 

- idem. ‘Tn no way. is June Jones tire sole 
"reason tins team finished 3-13.” 

Jones guided tire Falcons to arare playoff 
.berth in 1995, but tire team dad not came 
dose to approaching that mark this season. 
- Joaes ted a record of 19-29 in three years 
r with the Falcons, ending his stay witii a 19- 
. 17 loss to Jacksonville on Sunday. 


Washington Post Service 

W HEN RFK Stadium opened 
in 1961, every kid on Cap- 
itol Hill thought that a space 
ship had landed in our neighborhood. 
If Martians had walked down East 
Capitol Street with ray guns, we 
couldn't have been more excited. 
When the enormous white saucer was 
under construction, we rode in waves 
an our bikes to see ifit was real. “The 
Day the Earth Stood Still” had come 
to life for us. 

In 35 years, almost nothing has 
changed on tire 15-block walk from 
Stanton Park to Robert F. Kennedy 
Memorial Stadium. 

The “New Lee Chow Mein" on 
Eighth Street has replaced the old one. 
A real car bom, which once housed 
streetcars, has now become the Car 
Bam of condos. But the rows of brick 
homes hardly have changed at all. 

On Sunday, as thousands of nos- 
talgic fens walked to the last Redskins 
game ever played in RFK, it might as 
well have been 1961, 1971 or 1981. 
Jeans, stocking caps and anything 
bmgundy-and-go Id are still the uni- 
form. Most important Sunday, when 
you walked out of Lincoln Park, the 
sight was still tire same. - 
There, rising like an architectural 
apparition a dozen blocks away, 
stands the boldest coliseum you ever 
saw. They make them with sky suites 
now with amenities and prices worthy 
of a pharaoh. But, so far, they haven't 
made a stadium in America that 
makes a classier first impression than 
RFK. 

As RFK plummets in status from a 
National Football League hallmark to 
local footnote, it’s worth remember- 
ing its place in history. What Camden 
Yards is to baseball architecture in the 
1990s, RFK Stadium was to design in 
tire 1960s. Any superlative you 
choose was worn out with repetition 
at that time. America saluted us as if 
on a nationwide cue. Sputnik had just 
been launched. The Space Age was 
tire buzz phrase an every lip. In a 


nation where ballparks hadn’t 
changed much since the 191 0s, Wash- 
ington's new stadium — then called 
D.C. Stadium — was like a cannon 
shot 

The place evoked such awe and 
envy that every city witii an ego had to 
have one. Atlanta just borrowed our 
blueprints, made a few changes to 
save face, and threw up Fulton 
County Stadium. Soon, Philadelphia, 
pittsbmgh, Cin cinnat i and St. Louis 
copied. No other park, however, quite 
got the flowing roof lines exactly 

Handled by handful, the 
field was respectfully 
tom to pieces. Chunks 
of turf were taken as 
bounty to every part of 
this area with teenagers 
doing their work side- 
by-side with ladies. in 
full-length mink. 

right. RFK was classic modem, un- 
derstated in its grandeur and calmly 
self-assured. 

For at least 10 years, Washing- 
tonians went to (cheap) baseball 
games simply to wander around RFK 
and gaze back at the city from the top 
of the upper deck. My mother loved to 
watch the moon rise over the left-field 
roof era summer nights. She said it was 
so grand, peaceful and inspiring that it 
reminded her of church. In a sense. 
RFK was one of America's first sports 
cathedrals. 

On Sunday, Washington gathered 
one last time to pay homage to RFK_ 
No, nobody’s planning to tear the 
rusting place down — though when 
primary tenants leave, you never 


know. Soccer games and tractor pulls, 
rodeos and rock concerts are sched- 
uled for 1997. But for this town. RFK 
has become the Redskins over the past 
35 years. They're one and the same. 
Eight times a season. RFK becomes a 
homecoming game for anybody who 
wants to claim D.C. as his alma mater 
for a day. 

When the Redskins get to their new 
home — 4.9 miles and a couple of 
light-years away — everything will 
be more upscale but nothing will be 
the same. 

“This is such a special place, 
there's nothing in the NFL that 
matches it. The bright colors of the 
stands, die bleachers rocking up and 
down. I don’t think the new place will 
be tiie same,” said Mark Murphy, one 
of 33 former Redskins introduced at 
halftime. 

“The best thing I did as a player 
was negotiate two season tickets," 
added Murphy, now the athletic di- 
rector at Colgate. And what location 
does a former Pro Bowl safety merit 
in the RFK ticket-plan hierarchy? 
“Oh. I'm in the end zone in the upper 
deck.” Murphy says, pointing to the 
roof. Then, like any good Redskins* 
season ticket holder, he adds, "But 
it's a great angle.’’ 

“This is a sad time in Redskins’ 
history. You understand they need the 
new sky suites, to make the money to 
afford the players. But you hate to lose 
RFK,” said ex -center Jeff Bostic. 

One of the halftime-hero Redskins, 
however, inteijected a candid note, 
saying, "It’d be nice to get a replay 
screen or a sound system to pump up 
the crowd. For a playoff, they're loud 
like no other place. But sometimes, 
they’re kind of iffy. They could use a 
little help.” 

One of the dependable cliches of 
Washington life for decades has been 
that the Redskins pulled the city to- 
gether. We saw that again Sunday 


when the Redskins' 37-10 victory 
over the Cowboys was finished. 
Thousands of fans gradually insinu- 
ated themselves around an extra 250 
police until, finally, the field was 
theirs. Handful by handful, the field 
was respectfully tom to pieces. 
Chunks of turf were taken as bounty 
to every pan of this area with teen- 
agers doing their work side-by-side 
with ladies in full-length mink. 

T HE OLD Redskins played their 
parts perfectly. Sonny Jur- 
gensen emerged from the play- 
ers’ tunnel and. perhaps overcome by 
adrenaline, actually began to jog to- 
ward midfield. However, after a few 
steps, Jurgy returned to character and 
ambled, ever so slowly, the last 50 
yards. The kicker Mark Moseley not 
only appeared in perfect playing 
shape but. in fact, is still in a local 
semi-pro league. 

“Of course I feel like I could still 
go out there and do it.” he said. “I 
kicked two 47-yarders and a 49- 
yarder this season." 

John Riggins capped the show, 
dressed all in black — cape coat, 
knee-high boots, silver-studded mo- 
torcycle jacket, dark sunglasses, 
black tie. What is that style, and where 
do you wear it? 

"Black-tie motorcycle fishing." 
he said. 

We prefer to divide our lives into 
units of measurement that calm our 
fears. So. we keep 'em fairly short. 
Even a year i s really not so long a span 
of time. Plenty of seasons left to us, 
we always tell ourselves. 

Ballparks and stadiums, however, 
bring us up short. Over a sweep of 
decades, we leave more of ourselves 
in these places than we like to admit. 
The new Redskins stadium in 
Landover. Maryland — so new it 
doesn’t have a name — will be a 
wonder in its own right. But will it 
give us half a lifetime of memories, all 
of them such a short walk from child- 
hood? 
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ART BUCHWALD 


Holiday Bon Mots 


W ASHINGTON — San- 
ta Claus save the 


YY ta Claus gave the 
Democratic National Com- 
mittee $500,000, and for this 
he was allowed to climb down 
the White House chimney 
and make a 
ease to the pre- 
sident for more 
Chinese toys. 

A iy sister is 
getting mar- 
ried to a girl I 
roomed with in 
college. 

If the army Buchwald 
told the truth about poison 
gas you'd never have an- 
other parade for Desert 
Storm. 


64 toy for my grandson so I 
ran away from home. 

The reason Barbie quit the 
Army was that Gl Joe always 
yelled at her in boot camp. 

We gave our son a DNA 
set and now he knows which 
brother stole his hamster. 
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The kids watched a Mature 
Audience Only TV show the 
other night and became de- 
praved. 

Even if OJ. sends me a 
Christmas card I have no in- 
tention of sending him one in 
return. 
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Martha Stewan didn't 
make our holiy wreaths this 
year because she drank too 
much of our eggnog. 

I'm suing my true love for 
breach of promise because, 
according to our prenuptial 
agreement, he agreed to give 
me a pear tree and Mo turtle 
doves but never delivered. 


The more items I sell at 
Christmas the more reli- 
gious I become. 

If I had the choice of a 
white Christmas or more 
nicotine in my cigarettes I’d 
take the nicotine. 


A gorilla fell into the pit at 
the zoo and my 3-year-old 
saved it. 


1 used to love Christmas 
until somebody put it on tbe 
Internet. 

2 couldn’t find a Nintendo 


I've decided to sell my 
swizzle stick from the Jack- 
ie Onassis collection. 


I can't wait to see Boris 
Yeltsin dance with Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright. 


‘Little 9 Drawings of Michelangelo 


The Associated Press 


W ASHINGTON — Queen Elizabeth II has lent 22 pen- 
and-ink sketches by Michelangelo for an traveling ex- 
hibition in the Doited States. 

“Michelangelo and His Influence: Drawings from Windsor 
Castle" runs at the National Gallery of Art in Washington 
until Jan. 5. It will be ar the Kimbell Art Museum in Fort 
Wordi, Texas, Jan. 19 through March 30 and at the Art 
Institute of Chicago, April 12 through June 22. 

Many of the drawings were given by Michelangelo as gifts, 
including several to Tommaso de’ Cavalieri. On one pre- 
liminary sketch there is a note in which the artist offered to thaw 
another version if Cavalieri didn't like it, or finish it if he did. 

“There was and remains an inherent surprise ... in die 
painter, who could cover square meters of fresco in a day. 




Gates Jr. has observed, die First 
Amendment is its central article of 
faith. And the Czech-born Forman, 
with the gusto of a convert, is of- 
fering us an unabashed smut ped- 
dler as its patron saint, draped in all 
die star-spangled iconography that 
Hollywood can muster. 

The movie has been critically 
embraced not only as an artistic 
tour de force but as a land of demo- 
cratic morality play. 

But to some First Amendment 
legal scholars and practitioners, it 
all sounds a little too pat, if not too 


pious. They know that, like any 
sacred doctrine, the First Amend- 
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producing drawings of watchraakeriy precision," wrote Paul 
Joannides, who put the exhibition together. 


The real Larry Flynt plays an Ohio judge in the movie. 


sacred doctrine, the First Amend- 
ment is subject to the conflicting 
interpretations of its true believers. 
And even with a Supreme Court 
decision to his name, Larry Flynt 
stands for only one version. 

“A lot of the press reports have 
treated this as though Larry Flynt, 
for all his flaws, is kind ofa hero of 
the First Amendment,” complains 
Cass Simsiein, a professor of law at 
the University of Chicago and a 
First Amendment specialist. “It's 
as if there are these evil people who 
are really moralistic and punitive, 
and then there are these freedom 
lovers. That's a really self -congrat- 
ulatory, complacent way for movie 
makers to see die conflict.” 

Even Burt Neuborae, the civil 
liberties lawyer who in die movie is 
cast against the grain as the self- 

important counsel to the Reverend 

soi*jBadwiBAz*mi*tT*4ur Jerry FalwelL worries that “The 
lie movie. People vs. Larry Flynt” is one- 


“The pitch was always free Speech . 
against narrow-minded bigots. 
What you never beard was a more 
thoughtful voice.” 

In fact, civil libertarians agree, a 
long tradition of First Amen dment 
case law relegates sexual express 
sion to the very fringes of- con- 
stitutional protection while jeal- 
ously guarding political speech 
even at its most hatefoL 

“Flynt isn’t basically a political 
dissident; he’s basically a pprno- 
grapber,” S unstem said. While it 
may be permissible to publish 
“materials that portray human be- 
ings as dehumanized objects- for 
other people's masturbation.” 'he 
added, “people who think that’s 
not protected by tbe First Amend- 
ment have got an arcument, and 
they’re not puritanical people who 
are trying to oppose freedom.” 

But the movie gives us Larry 
Flynt (played to the hilt by Woo dy- 
Harrelspn) as die lovable enfanrter- 
rible of tbe constitution, his redneck 
vulgarity not just the price of a free 


society tot a bracing antidote to the 
social pretentions of scoundrels. 




social pretentions of scoundrels. 

He Is the Horatio Alger of the 
sexual revolution, a poor Kentucky 
boy who parlays & string of seedy 
Ohio strip joints into a porn pub- 
lishing empire, getting rich and 
having fun while thumbing his 
nose at die establishment. 

What could be more American? 
To underline tbe poinvFotman, who 
came to the United States in } JfcjS as 
a refugee from Communist rcrires- 


anatomicaBy correct Tip Mam 

In another seme, we are peated 
to & flag-draped chorus line strut- 
ting to' “The Battle Hymri of the 
Republic,” and ; we see; Flynt 
preach Ks gospel -before -a giant 
slide projection of waving starsand 
stripes. “What is more, obscene, 
sex or war?” he asks as gentle porn 
-is intercut with scenes from My liu. 
and Hiroshima. 

You would never JmoW: that the 
most passionate First Amend mem 
debates about pornography, then as 
now, concern sexasu violence 
against women. Or th&t for many 
women. Hustler magazine in its 
glory years was synonymous not 
with sexual liberation or even sleaze 
(though it was truly sleazy ) but wfth 
the imagery of violent sexism,. 

Fleetmgjy, we do see 'the no- 
torious Hustler cover of-a naked 
woman being fed. into a meat 
grinder. But we don’t see another 
Hustler classic: the picture of a 
nude woman togged tike a deer and 
bound to the luggage rack of a car. 

StiB, in the movie, Flynt is hard to 
bate. Yes, he wears an American 
flag as a diaper, mils at a judge and , 
twins in his gold^dated wheelchair 
exulting, 4± Tra turning die whole 
world into a tabloid!” as marshals 
storm his Beveriy Halls estate. 

“A lot of things in that movie are 
embarrassing,” says the real Flynt, 
who plays a cameo role in the 
movie as tbe Ohio jodge who first 
sent Larry Flynt to jaU. “Bat it’s 
my life. What can ! say?” 


PEOPLE 


J APAN’S Emperor Akihito’ has 
joined an imperial attack on the 


J joined an imperial attack on the 
news media with fresh criticism of 
press reports on his royal family. In 
his 63d birthday message, released 
Monday, Akihito insisted that “free- 
dom of speech” must be paired with 
“accurate reporting based on facts.” 
The emperor's daughter-in-law. 
Crown Princess Masako, and his 
second son. Prince Akisblno, have 
both been much written about and 
recently used birthday interviews to 
challenge their critics. The princess, a 
former diplomat who married Crown 
Prince Naruhito in 1993. has faced 
speculation that she was depressed 
because she has not produced a royal 
heir, while Prince Altishino has been 
unable to shake media gossip about 
alleged extramarital affairs. 


stan tine's sister, took part in the bap- 
tism of Maria Olympia. The leader 


tism of Maria Olympia. The leader 
of the world’s Greek Orthodox Chris- 
tians. Patriarch Bartholomeos II, 
conducted tbe ceremony. Constantine 
was toppled by a Greek military coup 
in 1967 and has been living in exile 
since then. 


The crooner Tony Bennett is re- 
covering nicely from a hernia that be 
suffered at a White House dinner hos- 
ted by President Bill Clinton. The 
illness forced Bennett, 70. to cancel a 
sold-out concert in suburban Phil- 
adelphia on Sunday, but he is ex- 
pected to be released from the hospital 
by Christmas and should be able to 


The five-month-old granddaughter 
of Greece's ousted king. Constantine 
II, was baptized in a ceremony in 
Istanbul attended by European roy- 
alty. Britain's Prince Charles and 
Spain's Queen Sophia, who is Con- 


Joni Mitchell is searching for the 
love child she gave up for adoption 
three decades ago. The author of 
'‘Woodstock” and many other clas- 
sic songs of the 1960s and '70s told 
the New York Post that she hoped her 
elderly pments would get a chance to 
meet their granddaughter, whom she 
bore out of wedlock shortly after 
dropping out of art school. "I’ve been 
blocked so far by tire people who have 
the papers,” said the singer-song- 
writer, referring to the documents of 
adoption. Mitchell, who is now 53, 
gave birth to her daughter at a Toronto 
hospital in 1965; she named the baby 
Kelly and put her up for adoption. She 
didn't tell her parents she had given 
birth until years later. 


resume his full schedule in a few 
weeks, his publicist said. 


her sunbathing topless, and she is 
threatening legal action against any 
publication that uses the pictures. 
Schiffer told the newspaper Biidthat a 
man she knew briefly took tbe photos 
when she was 17. She was sunbathing 
topless on a beach in Majorca. ‘ T was 
at that time not yet a public figure and 
took a few private snapshots.” Bild 
quoted Schiffer as saying. “That is 
my private sphere and I will not let 
anyone break into that.” 


The actor Charlie Sheen was ar- 
rested after a 24-year-old woman ac- 
cused him of slamming her to the 
floor during a fight at his suburban 
Los Angeles home. The woman told 
sheriff's deputies that the scuffle left 
her nearly unconscious and that she 
needed seven stitches to close the 
gash in her lip. Sheen. 31, posted 
$20,000 in bail and will be arraigned 
Jan. 4. 


The German supermodel Claudia 
Scbiffer says an acquaintance is try- 
ing to sell 10-year-old photographs of 


Some needy Los Angeles kids 
whose Christmas looked grim after a 
charity toy theft got a reprieve from a 
Santa with bulging biceps. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger donned a red suit 
and played St. Nick for thousands of 
children at the Hollenbeck Youth 
Center, which lost 3.500 donated toys 
from its warehouse to thieves. After 
the Dec. 15 theft, residents, celebrities 
and companies responded with a 
flood of gifts and donations. “I am 
ready for anything, basically,” 
Schwarzenegger said. “Everybody in 
town chipped in.” 


Prince Charles, at right, holding Maria Olympia during her baptism in Istanbul. 



Every country has its own AT&T Access Number 


which makes calling home or to other countries really 


easy. Just dial the AT&T Access Number for the country 


you’re calling from and you’ll get the fastest, dearest 


connections home. And be sure to charge your calls 



on your AT&T Calling Card It’ll help you avoid out 
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a yuan saved is a yuan earned). Check the list below 


all the tea in 10811. 


for AT&T Access Numbers. 
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AT&T Access Numbers 


Steps 10 fclkm for easy calKng worldwide 

1. Just dial Hie ATST /toss Number for foe country 
arc calling from. 

2. Dial the phone number you'nr calling. 

3. Dial the calling can! number listed dove jwr name. 
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